
REVIEWS 

A Short Dict ionary of Mathemat ics , by C . H . McDowel l . 
Phi losophica l L ibrary , New York, 1957. v i * 6 4 p p . $ 2 . 7 5 . 

Due to its compact presentat ion , this pocket s i z e dict ionary 
contains m o r e information than its 64 pages would lead one to 
expec t . A short h is tory of mathemat ics is followed by a sec t ion 
dealing with ar i thmet ica l and a lgebraical t e r m s . The definitions 
are c l ear and c o n c i s e , and are accompanied by examples w h e r e v e r 
appropriate . Unfortunately, two e r r o r s have crept in h e r e . 
(1) On p p . 3 and 19 the A s s o c i a t i v e Law for Multiplication is 
c o r r e c t l y defined, but two of the examples given are of the 
Commutat ive Law. (2) On pp. 11 and 20 the Distr ibut ive Law is 
confused with the Commutative Law for addition and subtract ion. 

The second sect ion dea ls with geometry and tr igonometry . 
Al l definitions are accompanied by c l ear ly - labe l l ed d i a g r a m s . 

Tables of mathemat ica l s y m b o l s , Greek l e t t e r s , and weights 
and m e a s u r e s complete the book. 

The l e v e l is that of the advanced mathemat ic s High School 
c o u r s e , and a l itt le beyond. It should therefore be handy for 
the layman interested in m a t h e m a t i c s , as we l l as for the High 
School student. The p r i c e , for its s i z e , s e e m s a l i t t le too high; 
$ 2 . 0 0 would be nearer the m a r k . 

Abraham Goldrich, Montreal 

E lements of Mathematical Stat i s t ics by D . Ransom Whitney. 
Dryden P r e s s P u b l i s h e r s , New York, 1958. (The Macmil lan 
Company of Canada Limited) . 136 pp. Canadian l i s t pr ice $ 2 . 5 0 . 

This text is an exce l lent bas i s for a quarter or s e m e s t e r 
f i rs t course for the advanced undergraduate, both as to the 
mater ia l covered and the manner of its presentat ion . The s ta 
t i s t ica l concepts are clear, and the author has not hes i tated to 
introduce deep underlying mathemat ica l i d e a s . In l i tt le m o r e 
than a hundred pages he d i s c u s s e s s tat i s t ica l inference and 
standard probabil i ty d is tr ibut ions . There is an adequate supply 
of prob lems at the end of each chapter . His c o n c i s e presentat ion 
is unusual and p leas ing . 

T . V . Narayana, McGill Univers i ty 
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