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At the beginning of February 1984, Dr. David Whitehouse (seen above with the Duke of
Edinburgh, who visited the British School in 1980) left the Directorship of the School, which he had
held for nearly ten years, to become Chief Curator of the Corning Museum of Glass. It was no easy
undertaking for a young man, not quite 33 at the time of taking up office, to follow John Ward-
Perkins. But David Whitehouse already had nearly twenty years of active archaeology behind him,
beginning in his native West Midlands where his interest in medieval pottery was first aroused, via
the medieval pottery of Italy as Rome Scholar, excavation in the Arabian Gulf as Wainwright
Scholar, and a brief but active period in Afghanistan as Director of the British Institute of Afghan
Studies. Moreover, he shared with his predecessor a remarkable ability to grasp the importance of
a site or monument and the equally valuable gift of expounding his approach and interpretation
lucidly and convincingly to both expert and lay audiences. In spite of the problems he had to face
in the early years of his Directorship, David Whitehouse both confirmed and extended his unique
knowledge of Italian ceramics between the fifth and fifteenth centuries and set them firmly in a
Mediterranean-wide archaeological and historical context. This broad vision was underpinned by
a series of major excavations in Rome, Lazio, Umbria and Apulia. Successive volumes of the Papers,
Archeologia Medievale, Antiquity and other journals are permanent witnesses to what David Whitehouse
has achieved in the past ten years and what he still hopes to contribute in a still-growing field of
study. David’s contemporaries, with whom he always generously shared his knowledge, will feel that
archaeology in Italy is the loser as much as glass-studies in the U.S.A. will be the gainer from his
departure from Rome.

D. A. Burroucn
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The Papers of The British School at Rome exist to publish work relating to the archaeology,
history and literature of Italy and other parts of the Mediterranean area up to early
modern times, in the first instance by the staff of the School and by its present and
former members. The Papers are edited by the Publications Committee of the Faculty
of Archaeology, History and Letters of the British School.

The present members of the Committee are:

Dr. D. Chambers
Professor W. V. Harris (Columbia University)

Mr. N. Purcell

Professor G. E. Rickman (ex-officio)

Dr. G. W. W. Barker, Director of School (ex-officio)
Dr. R. D. Whitehouse

Mr. C. R. Whittaker

Professor T. P. Wiseman (Chairman)

Mrs. K. M. Stedman (Secretary)

Intending contributors are advised to get in touch with The Editorial Assistant,
c¢/o The British School at Rome, 1 Lowther Gardens, Exhibition Road, London
SW7 2AA| before preparing their MSS in final form, since they will be required to
conform to the conventions currently followed in the Papers.

The Faculty also publishes a series of Supplementary Volumes, to accommodate works
on a scale larger than is suitable for the Papers.
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