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It is notorious that international courts and tribunals have greatly
contributed to the development of customary international law (CIL) by,
for instance, articulating the constituent elements of custom and clarifying
the conditions required for its modification. This volume demonstrates that
they have also been actively engaged in the interpretation of CIL. In
elucidating CIL interpretation before and by international courts and
tribunals, the volume chooses three focal points: theory, method and
normative interactions. Viewing CIL and its interpretation from these
vantage points leads to a more complete picture of the role and function of
CIL interpretation in international courts. The volume encourages readers to
question orthodox theories on CIL and its interpretation, to look anew at
what has long been labelled as mere identification of custom, and to take
a systemic approach to CIL, which, even in the process of interpretation,
remains unwaveringly connected to treaties and general principles of law.
This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
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THE RULES OF INTERPRETATION OF

CUSTOMARY INTERNATIONAL LAW

Established in 2021, the TRICI-Law Book Series is a limited series that
aims to publish monographs and edited volumes on topics that shed light
on legal interpretation in international law, with a particular emphasis on
the interpretation of customary international law. Titles appearing in the
series examine the interpretation of customary international law from
a theoretical and practical perspective, and compare the characteristics of
legal interpretation in international law across courts, regimes and
sources as they have evolved and continue to do so through time. The
TRICI-Law Book Series is a joint initiative between Cambridge University
Press, the European Research Council and the University of Groningen.
The titles in this series are available as Open Access thanks to the generous
funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European
Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme (Grant
Agreement No 759728) and the University of Groningen.
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