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I I I . NOTES AND NEWS.

The Ruins of Anuradhapura.—The survey, exploration,
and account of this ancient capital of Ceylon, which dates
from B.C. 460, have at length been completed, and are
now ready for publication. The editor, and late Architect
to the Ceylon Government, has evidently taken great pains
with this very elaborate and highly interesting work,
consisting of upwards of 60 folio illustrations and a like
number of pages of letterpress, the whole preceded by a
concisely written but graphic historical preface. We have
not heard where copies are to be obtained, or on what
terms, but we believe that portions of this valuable work
will be forwarded to many of the learned societies, by,
we presume, the Crown Agents for the Colonies.

Oriental Studies in Ceylon.—Mr. N. Don Martino de Zilva
Wickremasinghe, Assistant Librarian of the Museum at
Colombo, after studying Indian philology and archaeology
at the Universities of Erlangen, Munich, and Berlin for
two years, has recently come to England for a short time,
and is now working in the British Museum. He has been
awarded Dr. Muir's Prize at Berlin University for diligence
and progress in Oriental Studies, and he hopes to return to
Germany to finish his course and to compete for the degree
of Philosophic Doctor. For two years before leaving
Ceylon, at the request of the Archaeological Commissioner,
and on account of his special knowledge of Sinhalese
literature and history, and of his skill in deciphering
ancient inscriptions, he was seconded to serve on the
Archaeological Survey at Anuradhapura. He is the editor
of the Nikaya Sangraha, a history of the Buddhist Church
in Ceylon, which was published at the Ceylon Government
Press in 1390. Mr. Wickremasinghe is the first Sinhalese
scholar who has ever come to Europe to perfect himself as
an Orientalist.
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