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ABSTRACT: 

The Zhengzhou Shang d y n a s t y s i t e i s t h e l o c a t i o n of an e a r l y 
Shang c i t y , v a s t i n a r e a and a b u n d a n t i n a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e m a i n s , 
which was d i s c o v e r e d by C h i n e s e a r c h a e o l o g i s t s i n t h e m i d d l e and 
lower Yellow River basin during the ea r l y f i f t i e s . Within the s i t e 
t h e r e i s a Shang dynasty rammed-earth w a l l extending no r th - sou th in a 
r ec t angu la r shape and having a c i rcumference of 6960 me te r s . These 
a re the e a r l i e s t Shang w a l l remains discovered to da te . 

Based on t h e s t r a t i g r a p h y and v e s s e l t y p e s d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e 
c o u r s e of e x c a v a t i n g t h e four s i d e s of t h e w a l l , i t i s c e r t a i n t h a t 
t h i s w a l l i s s l i g h t l y l a t e r t h a n t h e l a t e E r l i t o u p e r i o d , and t h a t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n on i t began b e f o r e t h e l ower s t r a t a of t h e Shang 
E r l i g a n g p e r i o d , t h e "Yin R u i n s " a t Anyang. The d i s c o v e r y of t h e 
Zhengzhou Shang s i t e was d e f i n i t e l y not a c c i d e n t a l . I t r e p r e s e n t s an 
impor tan t s tage in t h e development of anc ien t Chinese rammed-earth 
w a l l a r c h i t e c t u r e . The method of c o n s t r u c t i o n p laces i t in a c o n t i n 
uous l i n e of development from the rammed-earth wal l of the Henan a rea 
middle and l a t e Longshan c u l t u r e and the l a t e E r l i t o u rammed-earth 
platform foundation to the rammed-earth foundat ions of the pa laces of 
the Yin Ruins a t Anyang. 

The grand s c a l e of t h e Zhengzhou Shang w a l l , and t h e f a c t t h a t 
i n s ide and ou t s ide the w a l l were found pa lace foundat ions and work
shops for t h e p r o d u c t i o n of b r o n z e , bone, and c e r a m i c a r t i c l e s a s 
we l l as numerous w i d e s p r e a d s t o r a g e p i t s , w e l l s , d i t c h e s , house 
f o u n d a t i o n s , and t o m b s , and t h a t many b r o n z e , j a d e , p r i m i t i v e 
p o r c e l a i n , p o t t e r y , s t o n e , bone , and c l a m s h e l l a r t i f a c t s have been 
e x c a v a t e d h e r e , i n c l u d i n g a l s o some c a r v e d i v o r y p i e c e s , p o t t e r y 
s cu lp tu r e , and i n s c r i b e d bones and p o t t e r y , lead us t o conclude t h a t 
t h e Zhengzhou Shang s i t e was one of t h e e a r l y Shang c a p i t a l s . 
Whether i t i s to be i d e n t i f i e d as Ao or Bo we cannot now say. In any 
case , t he d iscovery and excavat ion of t h i s s i t e has suppl ied d i r e c t 
e v i d e n c e of t h e g r e a t e s t i m p o r t a n c e fo r t h e h i s t o r y of e a r l y Shang 
p o l i t i c s , economics, c u l t u r a l , and m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s . 

DISCUSSION: 

An J inhua i showed s l i d e s of Zhengzhou, but could n o t , unfor tun
a t e l y , p r o v i d e any i l l u s t r a t i o n of t h e newly d i s c o v e r e d w a l l e d 
s e t t l e m e n t s of the Longshan per iod . 

Kao Ch' i i -hsun d id no t a c c e p t .A_n_'s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of t h e Shang 
c i t y a t Zhengzhou w i t h t h e c a p i t a l Ao Jfe , b e c a u s e Zhengzhou was 
b u i l t too e a r l y and occupied too long. I t was a conceptual i s s u e , he 
argued, whether or not every major Shang c i t y had to be viewed as the 
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seat of the imperial dynasty; as an a l te rna t ive model, Kao suggested 
tha t one think in terms of the fengjian J^JlL system, which e p i -
graphic research has long proven to be a major fea ture of Shang 
c i v i l i z a t i o n . This system would al low important r eg iona l power 
centers beside the imperial house, and Zhengzhou could conceivably 
have been the residence of one of the major non-dynastic clans, such 
as the Zheng TjgjJ clan as previously suggested by Hu Houxuan. 

Tu Cheng-sheng asked for more de ta i l s about the walled s e t t l e 
ments of the Longshan culture, especially about Pingliangtai of Huai-
yang (see a r t i c l e in Renmin Ribao 21 June 1981). kn_ said he did not 
have any information at hand. 

Virginia Kane (Univers i ty of Michigan) r a i s e d the perpetual 
question of why there was no wall at Anyang, whereas there was one at 
Zhengzhou, and, as we know, even at much ear l ie r s i t e s . Was there a 
relat ion between th is phenomenon and the use of the chariot as a new 
form of defense? Chariot warfare i s more mobile and needs open 
space; perhaps, in la te Shang, chariots were able to ward off aggres
sors at some d is tance from the c a p i t a l , thus rendering a c i ty wall 
unnecessary, Kane suggested. She went on to h i n t a t the psycho
logical consequences th i s change could have entailed — whereas the 
Shang of Zhengzhou would have been defense-minded and determined by 
closed space, the i n h a b i t a n t s of Yinxu l e f t t o archaeology the 
remains of a more aggressive, expansionist mentality. 

This l ine of argument was refuted by An Jinhuai who pointed out 
that Chinese capi ta ls both before as well as after Yinxu a l l had ci ty 
walls, and that the development of c i ty walls could be well traced in 
the archaeological record as a consistent progression. To date, the 
case of Yinxu must be regarded as an anomaly. In fact , An_ believed, 
Yinxu probably had a c i t y wa l l , which had only so far escaped the 
archaeologists — possibly because i t was completely razed at the 
end of the dynasty. He pointed out that c i ty walls had far more than 
merely a defensive function — namely, from the ea r l i e s t times, an 
important symbolic and r i t ua l function; embodying cosmological order, 
they defined structures of po l i t i ca l dominance as well . 

Ken-ichi Takashima (University of Bri t ish Columbia) asked if i t 
was poss ib l e to determine whether or not c i t y wa l l s made by the 
banzhu method could have been destroyed by a large-scale flood, for 
the oracle bones recorded the phrase ru shui A* -^C which he in t e r 
preted as meaning "flood." 

k 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0362502800002893 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0362502800002893



