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As do most researchers, Picon-Vallin readily acknowledges the great debt of 
the Yiddish and Hebrew theater to the Russian stage. Few scholars remember, 
however, that in a sense it was repayment of an old debt. When Russia's own thea
ter came into being three centuries ago, the first plays to be performed were adapta
tions of the biblical story of Judith and of the Book of Esther. 
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