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was a first-class mathematician with a great love for his subject;
(2) he prepared every lesson with meticulous care; (3) he was a
strict disciplinarian.

His teaching was most intensive and there was never a moment
of relaxation in any of his classes. No class was ever late in assembling,
for awaiting them on the blackboard would be three examples headed
" Just Now " and the tawse for anyone who had not submitted one
correct example within ten minutes. If he was a " terror," he was a
most genial, human terror, for those at the top had continually to justify
their place, while those at the bottom had only to fear the tawse for
a really abysmal lack of knowledge.

Too busy with his teaching to produce original work, he kept his
mind sharp by reading new books on advanced mathematics. New
methods were all carefully kept in a series of notebooks for use in his
class-work. The present writer well remembers being taught the
simpler inequalities from Hardy, Littlcivood and Polya and, on later
seeing a copy of this book, finding that it had just been published.

Mr Meiklejohn was a keen swimmer all his life, and a month of
every summer was spent in exploring some new part of the Highlands
and Islands, either on foot or on cycle. To the very end, he kept in
touch with most of his senior pupils, all of whom had come to realise
that, though at times it may have been hard and strenuous, they had all
been through a great formative experience. Having discovered his own
mathematical talent late, he devoted his life-to ensuring that any in
his pupils was soon discovered and then nurtured with every ounce of
his ability.

HENRY JACK.

WILLIAM LESLIE THOMSON

1868-1951

The Edinburgh Mathematical Society lost one of its most senior
members by the death, on 3rd October 1951, of Mr WILLIAM LESLIE

THOMSON, who until the end of the 1950-51 session was most regular
in attendance at the Society's meetings.

Mr Thomson was born at Selkirk on 14th February 1868, the
-eldest of the nine children of a sheep farmer in the Border country;
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his school life began in Penicuik and was continued at St Andrew's
School, Perth. He became a pupil-teacher, and then entered the Church
of Scotland Training College in Edinburgh, where his ability in all
subjects, particularly in mathematics, made him conspicuous.

While training at the College, he entered the University of Edin-
burgh, where he was First Medallist and Prizeman in the mathematical
classes for three years in succession, and gained the Newton Bursary.
In 1891 he graduated with First Class Honours in Mathematics and
Natural Philosophy; among those who obtained the same degree at the
same time were W. E. Philip, afterwards one of H.M. Inspectors of
Schools in Scotland, and A. Mitchell Hunter, who was ordained to the
Ministry of the Free Church of Scotland and became Librarian of
New College. He was awarded the Vans Dunlop post-graduate scholar-
ship in mathematics, and also won an open scholarship to Caius College,
Cambridge, where he took up rowing with distinction. In the Mathe-
matical Tripos of 1894 he was bracketed 15th Wrangler.

On leaving Cambridge he entered the teaching profession, and, after
some experience in Kirkwall and at Kilmarnock Academy, was appointed
in 1899 to succeed Mr J. W. Butters in the mathematical department
of George Heriot's School, Edinburgh. Here, until his retirement in
1928, he trained a long succession of boys who made their mark in the
University and in later life.

He married in 1898. Mrs Thomson died in 1936, and a son and
daughter survive.

He was a good chess player and musician, and a member of the
Choral Union Society's Choir, being present at their practice only a
week before his death. He spoke many languages fluently, was a member
of the Norwegian Club, and with the Norwegian Pastor founded the
Scandinavian Choir. He was also a keen gardener and fisherman, and
was a member of the Trout Angler's Club for man}- years. To the
last, he had a great zest for life, and he is mourned by a wide circle
of friends.

E. T. WlIITTAKER.
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