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The Singing Silence
Jeffrey Burton Russell

Well-known for his historical accounts of
Satan and hell, jeffrey Burton Russell here
explores the brighter side of eternity: heaven.
He not only explores concepts found among
the ancient Jews, Greeks, and Romans as well
as early and medieval Christians, but also sug-
gests that the best way to approach the logic-
defying concept of a place occupying neither
space nor time is through poetry and paradox,
and through the visions of such mystics as
Bernard, Julian of Norwich, and Eckhart.

“Jeffrey Russell knows more about
heaven than anyone except Saint Peter.

. Anyone interested in religion of any kind will prize this book. It is an
exhilarating read.”—Alan E. Bernstein, University of Arizona

"This is a masterly synthesis of much of the ancient and medieval
understandings of heaven. . .. The style is engaging and accessible, and
the author displays a magisterial grasp of his materials.”
—Marcia L. Colish, Oberlin College
Cloth $24.95 ISBN 0-691-01161-3

The Journey of the Magi

Meanings in History of a Christian Story
Richard C. Trexler

Matthew's Cospel reveals little about the
three wealthy visitors said to have presented |
gifts to the inant Jesus. Yet genera?ions of k) L | l\ l‘\ I \
Christians have embellished that image of the
Three Kings or Magi for a myriad of social and
political as well as spiritual purposes. Here
Richard Trexler closely examines how this story
has been interpreted and used throughout the
centuries. He explains in particular how
Western societies have molded the story to
describe and augment their own power—before
the infant God and among themselves.

"Richard Trexler . . . explores a strik-
ingly wide variety of times, places, and
social milieus in a study that is broad,
ambitious, and concerned both with deep
structures and powerful historical
change."—Paul H. D. Kaplan, SUNY, Purchase

54 halftones.

Cloth $35.00 ISBN 0-691-01126-5
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