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ADVERTISEMENTS

B INTERNATIONAL

In keeping with its new international image, the Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux has been renamed C A B
International. This change was agreed by the 29 member countries at the Tenth Quinquennial Review Conference, held
in London in September 1985. The Conference also agreed to a draft new Constitution, and this document is currently
under ratification procedures by member governments.

The provision of information and scientific services in agriculture and related fields will remain the primary functions
of C A B International. However, the organisation will also be aiming to provide a broader range of services and will be
welcoming to membership other countries, including non-Commonwealth countries, which wish to join the traditional
Commonwealth country membership.

The organization is controlled by an Executive Council composed of nominees of the various governments, including
one for the United Kingdom Dependent Territories.

The work of O A B International is largely carried out through a number of Institutes and Bureaux, each dealing with a
particular aspect of agricultural science. Enquiries on scientific matters should be sent to the Director Information
Services or Director Scientific Services at Headquarters, or to the Director or Officer-in-Charge of the appropriate
Institute or Bureau (see addresses below). Other enquiries should be sent to the Director General at Headquarters, or
to Liaison Officers in member countries.

A list of Executive Council Members and Liaison Officers will be published in the next issue of this journal.
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CAB INTERNATIONAL
PUBLICATIONS AND SERVICES

GENERAL INFORMATION
C A B International (formerly the Commonwealth
Agricultural Bureaux) is an international non-profit
organization controlled by governments of member
countries. Its main function is to provide a world-wide
information service in agriculture, forestry and related
areas of applied biology, sociology, economics,
engineering and medicine. Two other scientific
services are responsible for pest and disease
identification, and the application of biocontrol
techniques to pest management.
C A B International is best known f a its abstract
journals covering each of the main agricultural
disciplines (for full list of titles see back cover).
The wide range of other publications includes
annotated bibliographies, reviews, authoritative books
and reference works, and specialized aids to the
management of pests and diseases.

Abstract Journals
The 46 abstract journals, which cover specific
agricultural disciplines, specialist crops or
products, or particular animals, are all derived from the
CAB ABSTRACTS database. In 1986 input to the
database will amount to approximately 150 000
records prepared from around 13 000 serials and
many other scientific publications.

Annotated Bibliographies
Over 3000 Annotated Bibliographies on a wide variety
of topics have been produced by C A B International's
information specialists. Many are the result of requests
and are in photocopy format with abstracts in
chronological order but without indexes. Others, on
particularly topical or popular subjects, are typeset,
the abstracts being classified and indexed; some
are preceded by a review article.

Online Searching
The complete database from 1972 is available for
online searching via four major online hosts:
Lockheed's DIALOG (USA), ESA/IRS (Italy), CAN/OLE
(Canada) and DIMDI (GFR). Nearly 2 million records
currently online can be searched as a complete file or
as separate subfiles corresponding to each abstract
journal. Online retrieval is a highly cost-effective way of
carrying out literature searches, and provides users
with a printout of records on their specific subjects
Search aids available include the comprehensive
CAB ABSTRACTS Online Manual, the CAB Thesaurus
and the CAB Serials Checklist.

Magnetic Tapes
The database is leased on magnetc tape on
a calendar year basis by many organizations.
The lease fee, payable in advance, includes usage up
to a pre-set limit; additional usage is charged for at the
end of the year. Current tapes are delivered monthly,
and retrospective tapes as required. Techncal data
and sample tapes are supplied at a nominal charge.

SDI Service
SDI (Selective Dissemination of Information) is a
regular current awareness service based on the
most recent input to the database processed at the
C A B International computer centre, i.e. 6-8 weeks in
advance of publication in the abstract journals or
availability on DIALOG, ESA/IRS, CAN/OLE or DIMDI
services. Subscribers decide their own search profile
and receive search results at intervals of their own

choice, e.g. monthly, quarterly, even weekly. The
search printout contains full bibliographic details and
an informative abstract for each record retrieved.

CAB Alerts
This new weekly service is based on the SDI service
described above. A number of standard profiles on
topics of current interest are being prepared.

Cumulating COM Indexes
These cumulating COM (Computer Output on
Microfiche) indexes will build into 5-year indexes for
the abstract journals. Available as subject indexes
containing full bibliographic details and informative
abstracts, and author indexes containing full
bibliographic details, the cumulating COM indexes
are issued on a regular basis. Forestry Abstracts
and Forest Products Abstracts cumulating indexes
are in preparation and will cover the period 1984-1988
Requests for COM indexes covering other journals
are welcomed

Document Delivery Service
The originals of most articles abstracted for the
CAB ABSTRACTS database are available as
photocopies. Order forms and copyright declarations
are printed in each journal (or are available in bulk).
Documents may also be ordered online via Dialogs
DAU3RDER or ESAs PRIMORDIAL.

Training
To help users get best value for money,
C A B International provides user training and
education. There is an annual two-week course
entitled 'Information on Agriculture' in Oxford,
designed to give information ofiicers and librarians,
particularly from developing countries, a sound
background in agricultural information practice. In
addition, there are many one-day workshops in the
USA, Europe and elsewhere, facilities for on-the-job
training at the C A B International input centres, and
tailor-made courses on data preparation for
organizations supplying input for the database.

ORDERING INFORMATION
Journals
Subscriptions should be fully paid by 1 December tor
the volumes to be issued in the following year. Many
purnals are available at special rates to subscribers in
member countries. A subscription provides
entitlement to each part plus the annual index. Rates
include packing and mailing by air to distant countries
wherever the cost can be absorbed. Orders should
be sent to the address below.
Back numbers, including microform editions, are
available at discounted prices. Further details will
be given on request.

Enquiries
For further information relating to any of our
publications and services, write to:
Central Sales
C A B International
Farnham House, Farnham Royal.
Slough, SL2 3BN.UK.
Tel: Farnham Common (02814) 2662
Telex: 847964 (COMAGG G)
Cables: Comag Slough
International Dialcom: 84.CAU001
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ERRATA (VOL. 76)

p. 70, line 8, for 'serratia' read 'Serratia .
p. 136, penultimate line in Table III, for 'Lycosa' read 'Lycosa .
pp. 270 & 271, transpose Fig. 3 and Fig. 5, leaving the captions as at present.
p. 273, line 21, for 'four' read 'three'.
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