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management of the lunatic asylums, and he had no doubt that before long some
plan would be devised by which their management would be given to these
County Boards. But long familiarity with the Public Lunatic Acts had con
vinced him of the very great difficulty of dealing with those Acts by means of
a few clauses in a Bill of this kind. It would be most unsatisfactory, without
a review of those Acts, to place the administration of the lunatic asylums inthe hands of the County Boards."

HEREDITARY SUICIDE.
The son of M. PrÃ©vostParadol, the eminent publicist and Minister of France

to the United States, has committed suicide by blowing out his brains in the
rooms of his tutor in the Rue Douai, Paris. No cause has been ascertained for
the extraordinary act of the youth, who was only 17 years of age. It will be
remembered that his father put an end to his life in the same manner some
years ago.

Obituary.
DR.FOVILLE.

The death of this distinguished physician, at Toulouse, on the 22nd of July, 1878,demands a brief
notice of his life and works. We feel this to be the more necessary because his pen has been so
Ion;; sheathed that there is some danger of the present generation being ignorant of the good work
which it once accomplished, and of the important position which he who wielded it, once occupied.
As a man, also deservedly respected and beloved, his memory will long be cherished by those who
knew him. For many years he was an Honorary Member of the Medico-Psychological Association.

Born at Pontoise, though of a Rouen family, Aug. 6, 17D9,Achille Louis Foville was the
only son of an only son, and was left an orphan at an early age. Having choaen the medical pro
fession, he pursued his studies in the Paris Schools of Medicine. These completed, he soon distin
guished himself by his original researches into the anatomy and physiology of the brain and cord,
and the pathology of mental disorders. Thus, when he was only 21, he wrote a mÃ©moire,entitled" Sur les Causes et la SiÃ¨gedes Maladies Mentales," which obtained the prize given by Esquirol. The
substance of this treatise was used in the " TraitÃ©de Kamollisement du cerveau," of Kostan, and
in the article " Folie," by Georget in the "Dictionnaire de Medicine."

The functions of the brain possessed a great attraction for young Foville, and so early as 1823 hepublished the " Recherches sur le siÃ¨gespÃ©cialde diffÃ©rentsfonctions du systÃ¨menerveux," in con
junction with Plnel Grandchamp. If any one wrote now-a-days to establish the fact that the brain
is the seat of the intelligence, he would be ridiculed for asserting a platitude, but it was not so 58years ago, and we Andthe author's first position is that intelligence and motion are functions of tbe
encephalon. Going further into detail in regard to the latter, he surmised that the corpus stria-
turn presides over the movements of the leg, and the optic thalamus over those of the arm ; also
that the cerebellum is the centre of sensation.

If these conclusions show how much advance has been made in the physiology of the brain since
this treatise was written, they show also how early an investigator Foville was in this field of
inquiry.

How, one asks, came such views to be held in regard to the functions of these ganglia? Were
they without foundation ? Certainly not. In the light of more recent researches, and following
Ferrier, the explanation may be thus expressed. Inasmuch as in cerebral paralysis the most voli
tional movements are most affected, the arm is more paralysed than the leg. Hence, in a lesion
causing paralysis more by functional interference than direct destruction of the motor tracts, the
arm would be more affected than the leg; but in a lesion directly invading the motor part of the
internal capsule, the leg as well as the arm would be affected. Now a lesion in the optic thalamus
would be more or less outside the motor tracts, and would, if causing paralysis, cause a greater
degree of paralysis in the arm in accordance with the foregoing generalisation ; while a lesion in
the corpus striatum wnuld be more likely to cause par&lyÃ®Ã sof the leg also. And if the lesion in
vaded both corpus .striatum and optic thalamus, of courtÂ«both would be affected. Apparently,
then, the view entertained by Foville, that the corpus striatum is more connected with rlie leg, was
grounded on the greater degree of paralysis of the leg in such cases, and not on the
absence of paralysis of the arm. Foville would have said in such cases that both
ganglia were affected, but that other facts would show that if the lesions were exactly
confined to the corpus striatum, then we should have paralysis exactly limited to the armâ€”of
which, however, proof has not been forthcoming. It is possible that in the lesions described by
Fovtlle there may have been many limited to the medullary fasciculi which have been shown to be
differentiated, and to have each their own special connection with the motor apparatus, whether of
arm, leg, face, &c.
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