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‘Translating Christianity’ is the theme of Studies in 
Church History 53. Christianity has been the impulse 
behind the creation of more dictionaries and grammars 
of the world’s languages than any other force in history. 
More people pray and worship in more languages in 
Christianity than in any other religion. It is a religion 
without a revealed language; a faith characterized, in 
the not uncontroversial words of Lamin Sanneh, by 
‘the triumph of its translatability’. Christianity is also a 
translated religion in a very different sense. Many of its 
ritual practice have been predicated on the translation 
of material objects, such as relics. Their movement 
in time and space reveals shifting lines of power and 
infl uence in illuminating ways. Translation can also 
be understood not only linguistically and physically 
but also in ecclesiastical and metaphorical terms, for 
instance, in the handing on of authority from one place 
or person to another, or the appropriation of rituals in 
different contexts. Under the presidency of Professor 
Simon Ditchfi eld (York), this volume brings together 
scholars including Joel Cabrita (Cambridge), James H. 
Grayson (Sheffi eld), Scott F. Johnson (Oklahoma), Anne 
E. Lester (Colorado-Boulder) and Joan-Pau Rubiès 
(Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona), to explore the diverse and 
rich challenges of translating Christianity.

SIMON DITCHFIELD is Professor of Early Modern 
History at the University of York.

CHARLOTTE METHUEN is Senior Lecturer in
Church History at the University of Glasgow.

ANDREW SPICER is Professor of Early Modern
European History at Oxford Brookes University.
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The aim of the society is to foster the study 
of ecclesiastical history viewed in a wide 
historical context and from a broad inter-
disciplinary perspective, and without regard 
to denominational differences or divisions. 
Membership is open to scholars and students 
of all nationalities, and to libraries and 
institutions.

The society holds regular meetings and 
conferences, including events for postgraduate 
students.

Studies in Church History is an annually 
published series comprising the keynote 
lectures and a peer reviewed selection of 
communications delivered at the society’s 
conferences. Each volume presents important 
new work, by established as well as by younger 
scholars, on a particular theme. Volumes are 
available to members of the society at a reduced 
price.

Studies in Church History: Subsidia is an 
occasional series of thematic volumes intended 
to supplement the society’s existing series and 
to extend and diversify its publications. 
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