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â€”some long-tried friendsâ€”have shown kindness in this manner. Kind gifts
have been brought, invitations to tea given, &o., and many tokens of sympathy
evinced.

3. Postal communication! have been very numerous and varied. Letters,
books, magazines, pictnres, Christmas, Easter, and other cards, almanacks,
flowers, postage stamps, &c., have been forwarded, and given much pleasure.

POSTSCRIPT ON THE LUNACY BILL.

Since the observations on the Bill in the " Notes of the Quarter" were
written, the representations made by the Parliamentary Committee of the
Association and other bodies to the Lord Chancellor on the very unfair and
injurious clauses it contains have had a favourable effect, and his Lordship, on
the Bill going into Committee on March 18th, introduced certain valuable amend-
ments and promised others, which materiali}' modify the clauses referred to. A
communication was made to Lord Esher, in which stress was laid upon the
necessity of still further protecting medical men by the introduction of a clause
requiring the sanction of a judicial functionary before a civil action can be
brought against medical men, and the granting of power to the defendant in a
threatened lunacy action to require the plaintiff to give security for costs.

It may be observed that there was a marked improvement in the general
tone of the debate in the House of Lords on going into Committee in the
references made to the branch of the medical profession practising in lunacy.

Putting aside minor points upon which the Association has made suggestions,
the main proposals and protests have reference to :â€”

1. More complete protection of medical men signing certificates, and of private
persons and institutions receiving patients.

2. Prevention of frivolous actions brought by discharged lunatics by requiring
security for costs.

3. Prevention of the confiscation of the vested interests of the proprietors of
private asylums.

4. Single patients.
5. Examination of alleged lunatic by medical men, and not the magistrate, in

cases in which the latter defers the granting of an order for admission into an
asylum for the purpose of a further examination.

The Chairman of the Committee, Dr. Rayner, writes :â€”
The following suggestions (many of which have been adopted) were forwarded

to the Lord Chancellor prior to the second reading of the Act, and in a second
communication to his Lordship the Committee expressed the opinion that Clause
43 " was a veiled confiscation of the vested interests of the private asylum pro
prietors," and that Clause 26, s.s. 1, by compelling every person suffering from
mental disorder requiring treatment away from home to be " incarcerated " in
a public asylum and branded by legal process as a lunatic would inflict grievous
harm and much social suffering in many cases of acute and transient insanity.
This was exemplified by cases of puerperal mental disorder. To each commu
nication his Lordship returned a courteous reply, promising attention to the
suggestions and criticisms forwarded.
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