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Polycarbonate Capillaries Replace Glass Tubes to
Enhance Safety and Flexibility of Fiber Optics

Unless you are a committed traditionalist, you are probably
reading a lot of material online these days. For that, you can thank
telecom fiber optics. But many important medical and industrial
applications rely on fiber optics as well: high-power uses such as
endoscopic surgery and semiconductor manufacturing call for
hollow-core fibers, which avoid damage by carrying most of the
light in their hollow centers. Hollow-core fibers have proven
highly useful, but they have one serious drawback: they require
an external supporting capillary tube, which is usually made of
glass. If this tube breaks, the fragments can cause serious or even
fatal damage to the biological or solid-state environment. In an
article in the May 15 issue of Optics Letters (p. 1373), a group of
researchers led by Y.-W. Shi of Fudan University in China report-
ed the fabrication of hollow fibers with capillaries made from
polycarbonate (PC), which is more flexible than glass and does
not release fragments when it breaks.

Shi, along with colleagues M. Nakazawa and Y. Matsuura of
Tohoku University in Japan and K. Iwai and M. Miyagi of Sendai
National College of Technology in Japan, began with commer-
cially available PC tubes with 11-mm inner diameters as pre-
forms, and then drew them at a temperature of 208°C to an inner
diameter of 700 μm using glass-drawing techniques. They next
coated the inner surface of the tubes with silver and cyclic olefin
polymer (COP) using liquid-phase coating methods, in order to
reduce the fiber loss at specific optical wavelengths. The result-
ing PC-capillary-supported hollow fibers showed almost identi-
cal transmission characteristics to glass-capillary-supported
fibers, with only marginally higher bend and attenuation losses
for light with a wavelength of 2–5 μm. 

Although the fiber is designed to deliver these infrared wave-
lengths, medical applications usually need fibers to also guide
optical pilot beams that assist surgeons in aiming the infrared
radiation. Shi’s group found that the silver/COP coating in
combination with the PC tube displayed relatively low loss for
red and green pilot beams, although this result was sensitive to
the fiber-drawing temperature. These results suggest that hollow
fibers with flexible, non-fracturing polycarbonate capillaries may
soon replace standard glass-supported fibers and make endoscopy
and certain manufacturing techniques safer and easier.

COLIN MCCORMICK

Light-Driven Logic Gates Fabricated from 
Dye-Sensitized Solar Cell

Because of their low cost of production, dye-sensitized solar
cells offer a promising alternative to solid-state photovoltaic
devices. These cells consist of a thin layer of nanocrystalline tita-
nia doped with a ruthenium-based dye supported on a conduct-
ing electrode and fully immersed in an electrolyte of iodide
solution. A counter electrode seals the whole system. Photo-
current is produced when the dye molecules inject electrons into
the titania layer after absorbing visible light, and the electrolyte
at the other end of the circuit is reduced at the counter electrode
and oxidized back after transferring an electron to the dye. In
the May 5 issue of Angewandte Chemie International Edition
(p. 3143; DOI: 10.1002/anie.200600076), L. Furtado and co-workers
at Universidade de Sao Paulo in Brazil demonstrated that by
using a dye that accepts rather than injects electrons into the tita-
nia layer, the direction of the photocurrent can be controlled by
the wavelength of the incident light, allowing fabrication of
light-driven logic gates. As ruthenium acetate trinuclear clusters
have favorable reduction potential for such a mechanism, the
researchers used a complex based on that as a dye,
[Ru3O(Ac)6(py)2(pzCO2H)]PF6.
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The ruthenium cluster dye does not
respond well to light at wavelengths
below 375 nm, but the titania does
respond to those wavelengths. Therefore,
when 350-nm light is incident on the cell,
a positive photocurrent peak is produced
due to the photoelectrochemical property
of bare titania, which absorbs ultraviolet
light and transfers the generated electrons
to the electrode. Above 375 nm, the con-
tribution of the dye depends on the prop-
erties of its excited states; when 425-nm
light is incident on the cell, a negative
photocurrent peak is produced. This is
because the dye accepts an electron from
the titania layer and is reductively
quenched, followed by reduction of elec-
trolyte and transfer of electron to the
counter electrode, said the researchers. By
using incident light of either 350 nm or
425 nm, current can be produced in oppo-
site directions. Shining both wavelengths
simultaneously produces no net current,
as they are cancelled out. The truth table
matches that of the XOR gate, and other
logic gates such as an INH gate can also
be obtained by varying the intensity of the
excitation wavelength. The researchers
said that this demonstration opens new
possibilities for molecular optoelectronics.

TUSHAR PRASAD

Method Developed to Measure χχ(3)

and Size of Spherical Nanoparticles
Developing characterization methods

for nanoparticles will improve the under-
standing of their roles in biology, chem-
istry, and materials science. For example,
semiconductor nanocrystals display size-
dependent optical and electronic proper-
ties. Nonlinear optical characterization
techniques include Z-scan, hyper-Rayleigh

scattering (HRS), and third-harmonic gen-
eration (THG), but each has drawbacks.
Highly scattering media, such as nanopar-
ticle solutions, present difficulties for Z-
scans. HRS requires very precise optical
alignment and very sensitive detection
equipment and only indirectly measures
third-order nonlinear susceptibilities, χ(3).
For a laser beam focused in a homoge-
neous material, bulk THG cancels because
of the Gouy phase shift on both sides of the
focus. For a material within an optical cell
with glass windows, however, it has been
shown previously that THG still occurs in
the vicinity of the glass–material interface.
Recently, V.I. Shcheslavskiy (University of
Southampton, UK) and co-researchers
from Sofia University, Bulgaria, and the
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee
exploited this fact and developed a simple,
novel method that not only measures χ(3)

but also measures the size of spherical
nanospheres. 

As reported in the May 15 issue of Optics
Letters (p. 1486), Shcheslavskiy and co-
researchers used an experimental setup
(Figure 1) that includes a femtosecond
Cr:forsterite oscillator with a 26.5-MHz
repetition rate (with a 1.25 μm wavelength,
and a 40 fs pulse duration, with an average
power of 300 mW) as an excitation source.
The laser beam was focused on a flow-
through, fused-silica cell containing
either an index-matching fluid or aque-
ous solutions of fused-silica nanospheres
with diameters of 0.2, 0.3, 0.55, 0.75, or
1.0 μm. The focal volume (~10–10 cm3)
contained one or fewer nanoparticles
during a measurement.

The researchers derived an expression
for the ratio of the TH power generated at
the air–glass interface to that generated at

the glass–solution interface (see Figure 1)
in terms of optical constants of the two
media and the refractive index of the solu-
tion under study. Another, previously
published equation relates the pulse dura-
tion power for Rayleigh particles in solution
(for such a material with a small inhomo-
geneity, a non-zero contribution to the
THG is observed). These two equations
were then used to solve the two un-
knowns, χ(3) for the nanosphere solution
and the nanosphere diameters, once the
TH signals generated at the interfaces and
inside the solution were measured. After
obtaining χ(3) for the nanosphere solutions
of each size and for an index-matching
fluid, a previously published equation
relating the three quantities by the volume
fraction of the nanospheres is used to
obtain χ(3) for fused silica for each particle
size. The researchers obtained an average
value of (2.75 ± 0.27) × 10–14 esu, which
agrees with previously reported values for
fused silica. The nanosphere diameters
agreed with the manufacturer’s specifica-
tions to within 10%, which is also the typ-
ical standard deviation in the diameters,
as stated by the manufacturer. The
researchers said that their method “is
simple, fast, and does not require a high-
beam-quality laser source” and “can find
application in monitoring structural
transformations of macromolecules.”

STEVEN TROHALAKI

Bicolored “Janus” Particles 
with Electrical Anisotropy
Synthesized Using a Microfluidic
Co-Flow System

So-called “Janus” particles are biphasic
microspheres with distinct composition
and properties on each half. These parti-
cles, having such anisotropic physical
properties, can be used, for example, in
display devices. Producing Janus particles
requires special techniques, and it is diffi-
cult to produce them in uniform size in
large quantities. Now, T. Nisisako in the
Department of Precision Engineering at
the University of Tokyo, T. Takahashi of
Soken Chemical and Engineering, Sayama
Office, and their colleagues have devel-
oped a microfluidic system that allows
them to efficiently produce 100-μm Janus
particles. As reported in the May issue of
Advanced Materials (p. 1152; DOI: 10.1002/
adma.200502431), the device the re-
searchers built is a fluidic module compris-
ing a fluidic channel with two consecutive
patterns: a Y-shaped channel, for combin-
ing two organic solutions to form a two-
phase organic stream; and a planar-sheath-
flow geometry, for leading the organic
stream into a co-flowing aqueous stream. 

The researchers prepared two solutions

Figure 1. Schematic illustration of an experimental setup to measure third-order nonlinear
susceptibilities, χ(3), and size of nanospheres. A stands for air, G for glass, and S for  solu-
tion. Reproduced with permission from Optics Letters 31 (10) (May 15, 2006) p. 1486. 
© 2006 Optical Society of America.
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