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THE OTTOMAN LEGACY IN COLD WAR
MODERNIZATION

This article examines Americans’ uses of the Ottoman-Turkish past to justify different approaches
to “Third World” development. Such invocations exposed tensions within American liberalism and
projected them onto Middle Eastern history. One interpretation criticized Tanzimat land reform
to emphasize agrarian democracy as the impetus for the development process. Another, reflecting
postwar liberals’ predilection for elite authority, relegated democracy to the end of that process
by embracing Kemalism as its model. The article concludes by arguing that Ottoman historians
influenced the modernization paradigm as much as it did them. H. A. R. Gibb and Harold Bowen
transmitted Ottoman reform discourses to social scientists through Islamic Society and the West,
which the authors based on reform-era writings at a time when archival research was just beginning
to transform Ottoman studies. Cold War intellectuals and bureaucrats appropriated their Ottoman
predecessors’ temporal and spatial perspectives in the effort to manage Third World change.
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