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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL,
SESSION 1908-1909.

THE Council of the Royal Historical Society present the
subjoined Annual Report to the General Meeting of the

Fellows.
At the beginning of the Session, 1908-1909, the occurrence

of the bicentenary of the birth of William Pitt, Earl of Chatham,
seemed to call for special recognition. It was accordingly
arranged that the November meeting of the Society should be
held in Clifford's Inn Hall, and be devoted to a review of the
life and services to Great Britain and the Empire of the great
statesman. There was a large attendance. After an introductory
speech by Dr. Hunt from the chair, Mr. Frederic Harrison
delivered an address, and Mr. Julian Corbett also spoke. By the
courtesy of the officials of the Public Record Office and of the
British Museum, exhibitions of letters, manuscripts and other
objects connected with Pitt were arranged.

At the ordinary meetings, in the Society's Library, the follow-
ing Papers were read :—

' The Ballad History of the Reigns of the Later Tudors.' Dy Pro-
fessor C. H. Firth, LL.D. (Fice-President).

• Sir Otho de Grandison.' By C. L. Kingsford, M.A., F.S.A.,
F.R.Hist.S.

' The Causes of the War of Jenkin's Ear.' By H. W. V. Temperley,
M.A., F.R.Hist.S.

' English Traders and the Spanish Inquisition in the Canaries,
during the Reign of Queen Elizabeth.' By Miss Leonora de Alberti and
Miss A. B. Wallis Chapman, D.Sc.

' The Origin of the Regium Donum.' By the Rev. Clement E. Pike,
F.R.Hist.S.

The President, the Rev. W. Hunt, M.A. D.Litt., delivered
an Address on February 18,1909.

These Papers have been printed in Transactions, Third Series,
Vol. III.
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The Alexander Medal for the year was awarded to Miss Nellie
Neild for an Essay on ' The Social and Economic Condition of
the Unfree Classes in England in the Twelfth and Thirteenth
Centuries.' The Essay was read at the June Meeting.

It was announced that the Alexander Medal for the year 1909
would be awarded for an essay upon any subject of European or
Colonial History which might be selected by a competitor, pro-
vided that the subject of the essay was previously submitted
to and approved by the Literary Director.

In addition to the above volume of Transactions, the follow-
ing volumes of Publications have been issued to Fellows and
Subscribing Libraries since the date of the last Report:—
Camden, Third Series, Vol. XVI. ' Despatches from Paris, 1784-1789.'

Vol. I. Selected and edited from the Foreign Office Correspondence
by Oscar Browning, M.A., V.P.R.Hist.S.

Camden Third Series, Vol. XVII. ' The Bardon Papers," relating to the
Proceedings against Mary Queen of Scots in 1586. Edited by
Conyers Read, Ph.D. (Harvard).

These will be followed by the first volume of' John of Gaunt's
Register,' edited from the Duchy of Lancaster Records, by
Mr. S. Armitage-Smith, and the second volume of Mr. Browning's
edition of the ' Despatches from Paris, 1784-1789.'

The future publications of the Society already arranged for
include the second volume of the ' Register of John of Gaunt,'
preserved in the Record Office ; the newly discovered manuscripts
of Carpini's' History of the Mongols ' and of the ' Narrative of the
French Conquest of the Canaries, 1404-6 ' ; ' Secret Service under
George III . ' ; ' Documents from the Archives of the Spanish
Inquisition in the Canaries ' ; ' The Novgorod Chronicle ' (trans-
lated from the Russian text) ; ' London Chronicle ' (fifteenth to
sixteenth centuries) ; ' The Essex Papers (1675-77), a continua-
tion of Camden N.S. 47' ; ' The Journal of the Lieutenant of
the Tower of London ' (1722-1746) ; and ' Camden Miscellany,'
Vol. XII.

By holding the Council Meetings rather earlier than had
been the practice, it has been found possible for the Members of
the Council to meet the Fellows more easily before the reading of
Papers. The Council is anxious that Readers of Papers should
if possible condense their matter so as not to occupy more than
forty minutes in delivery. This would leave time for comment
and discussion. The Fellows are also reminded that the Library
is open during five afternoons of each week during the Session,

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0080440100015176 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0080440100015176


REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 3

and that historical periodicals, such as the ' English Historical
Review,' are always on the table. The growth of the Library
has been already set forth in a Report by the Library Com-
mittee. The Historical Bibliographies promised last year have
been procured, also the Report of the Library Committees,
certain Historical Atlases and many other books. Thanks have
been conveyed to the generous donors. Among the Works of
Reference still lacking are Dugdale's ' Monasticon,' Dugdale's
' Baronage,' and the ' Complete Peerage.' Vol. LXXXVII. of
the Camden Volumes, Old Series (Camden Miscellany, Vol V.), is
still wanting. It is out of print, but some one among the Fellows
may possibly be able to procure it.

The work of the Historical Association still continues to be
directed from the Society's rooms. It is useful in itself, and
forms a valuable adjunct to the work of the Society.

By death the Society has lost recently the Earl of Derby,
Dr. Hornby, Provost of Eton, and the great American scholar,
Dr. Gross, a grievous loss to English and American historical
science. Archbishop Maclagan, who held office for many years,
has retired from the Honorary Vice-Presidency.

Though the number of new Fellows keeps pace with the
inevitable losses, the Council would be glad if Fellows would
exert themselves to secure Historical Students and Scholars as
candidates for election. It is only by an increase of members,
and so of income, that the Society can hope to perfect the
Library and, possibly, to extend its operations.

The Rev. J. Silvester Davies, F.S.A., for many years a Member
of Council, but who resigned from ill-health in 1908, died early
in 1909, deeply regretted by the Society.

The Advanced Historical Teaching Fund, which owed its
inception to the Society, is still pleading for funds, without which
its work, unique in London, cannot be carried on. Subscrip-
tions, which are urgently needed, may be sent to Mr. H. R.
Tedder, the Athenseum, Pail-Mall.

At the Annual Meeting in February Dr. Hunt resigned the
Presidency, held by him for four years to the great advan-
tage of the Society, which owes much to his constant care and
interest. He kindly consented to carry on his work as an acting
Vice-President, following the example of his predecessor, Dr.
Prothero. While it is hardly fair to expect a busy man to bear
the burden of the Presidency longer than the official term of
four years, the Council gratefully acknowledge the advantage
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derived from the retention of the services of experienced
members.

In succession to Dr. Hunt, the Venerable Archdeacon Cun-
ningham, D.D., LL.D., was elected President.

In accordance with By-law XVII. the following Vice-Presi-
dents retired in rotation : Mr. G. W. Prothero, Litt.D., LL.D.,
and Mr. H. E. Maiden, M.A., and were re-elected.

The following Members of the Council retired also under
By-law XVII. :—

Professor C. R. Beazley, M.A., F.R.G.S.
Mr. W. H. Stevenson, M.A.;
Dr. Sidney Lee;
Mr. Stanley Leathes, M.A.,

and were re-elected, with the exception of Mr. W. H. Stevenson,
who resigned; Mr. C. L. Kingsford, M.A., F.S.A. and Mr. R. A.
Roberts, Secretary of the Historical Manuscripts Commission,
were also elected members of Council.

The Librarian reports that 197 books and pamphlets have
been added to the Library. Of the additions 53 were acquired
by purchase and 144 by exchange and presentation. During the
year ended October 31, 1909, 45 volumes were rebound.

The Treasurer reports that the total membership of the
Society on October 31,1909, including Honorary, Corresponding,
Life, and Ordinary Fellows was 514. Of the above 19 are
Honorary Fellows, 13 Corresponding Members, 93 Life Fellows,
38 Ordinary Fellows paying £1 is. under the old regulations,
312 Ordinary Fellows paying £2 2s. under the new regulations,
39 former Members of the old Camden Society paying £1.

There are also 199 Subscribing Libraries, paying £z. There
are 57 British and Foreign Societies which exchange Transactions
with this Society.

The Treasurer is pleased to be able to report that the
financial position of the Society continues satisfactory. There
is now no floating debt chargeable on the income, and a certain
amount has been paid out of current receipts to cover part of
the expense of the publications yet to be issued. This causes
the balance of income over expenditure for the year to be pro-
portionally less than it was last year, and also increases the
amount paid for publications during the year. The cash balance
at the bank on October 31 was, however, nearly double the
amount of the previous year.
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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 5

The Society has increased its investments by the purchase
of £200 India 3^ per cent, stock. The Treasurer is glad to report
that the number of Fellows in arrear with their subscriptions
grows less year by year. One item deserves special mention,
and that is for fresh book-cases (£25), which have had to be
provided to meet the growing requirements for books.

The Auditors report that they have examined the Statement
of Income and Expenditure together with the Balance Sheet
appended to this Report, and have certified the same to be
correct, from their inspection of the books and vouchers.
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