
INTERNATIONAL ASTRONOMICAL UNION 
W O R K I N G R U L E S 

adopted by the Executive Committee on 1 September 1970 

I. PUBLICATIONS 

1. The publications of the International Astronomical Union approved, in the budget, by the 
General Assembly are prepared by the Administrative Office of the Union. 

2. Commissions of the Union may, with the approval of the Executive Committee, issue their 
publications independently. 

3. The distribution of publications of the Union is decided, on the proposal of the General 
Secretary, by the Executive Committee. 

4. Members may purchase the publications of the Union at reduced prices. 

II. MEMBERSHIP 

A. Adhering Countries 

6. Applications of countries for adherence to the Union are examined by the Executive Com­
mittee for 

(a) the adequacy of the category in which the country wishes to be classified 
(b) the present state and expected development of astronomy in the applying country 
(c) the degree to which the prospective adhering body is representative of its country's astronom­

ical activity. 
7. Applications proposing an adequate annual contribution to the Union shall, with the re­

commendation of the Executive Committee, be submitted to the General Assembly for decision. 

B. Members 

8. Individuals proposed for Union membership should, as a rule, be chosen from among astron­
omers and scientists, whose activity is closely linked with astronomy taking into account 

(a) the standard of their scientific achievement 
(b) the extent to which their scientific activity involves research in astronomy 
(c) their desire to assist in the fulfilment of the aims of the Union. 
9. Young astronomers should be considered eligible for membership after they have shown their 

capability (as a rule Ph.D. or equivalent) of and experience (some years of successful activity) in 
conducting original research. 

10. For full-time professional astronomers the achievement in astronomy may consist either of 
original research or of substantial contributions to major observational programmes. 

11. Others are eligible for membership only if they are making original contributions closely 
linked with astronomical research. 

12. Eight months before an ordinary General Assembly, adhering bodies will be asked to propose 
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de proposer de nouveaux Membres. Les propositions devront parvenir au Secretaire General au 
moins cinq mois avant la premiere session de 1'Assemblee Generale. Les propositions recues apres 
cette date limite ne seront prises en consideration que si des circonstances exceptionnelles justifient 
le retard. 

13. Chaque proposition du nouveau Membre doit etre presentee separement et indiquer le nom, 
les prenoms et l'adresse postale du candidat (de preference celle de son Institut ou Observatoire), 
ses date et lieu de naissance, l'Universite devant laquelle il a soutenu sa these ou le diplome equi­
valent, la date de soutenance, la situation actuelle du candidat, les titres et renseignements biblio-
graphiques de deux ou trois de ses articles ou publications les plus significatifs et, s'il y a lieu, tous 
les renseignements susceptibles d'etre pris en consideration par le Comite des Nominations. 

14. (a) Les Presidents de Commissions qui desirent suggerer de nouveaux Membres doivent 
adresser leurs suggestions au Secretaire General au moins cinq mois avant la premiere 
session d'une Assemblee Generate ordinaire. Les propositions devront fournir les mSmes 
renseignements que ceux mentionnes a l'article 13. 

(b) Le Secretaire General fait part de ces suggestions aux organismes adherents interesses. 
15. Le Secretaire General prdparera deux listes pour le Comitd des Nominations 

(a) l'une contenant les noms des candidats proposes par les organismes adherents 
(b) l'autre contenant les ncms des candidats proposes par les Prdsidents de Commissions, 

mais qui ne sont pas deja inclus dans les propositions des organismes adherents. 
16. A partir des deux listes mentionnees a l'article 15, le Comite des Nominations prdpare les 

propositions definitives de nouveaux Membres de l'Union. 
17. Les organismes adherents peuvent proposer la radiation de Membres ayant abandonne le 

domaine de l'astronomie pour d'autres activites, a moins qu'ils ne continuent a apporter une con­
tribution a l'astronomie. Ces propositions doivent etre portees a la connaissance du Secretaire 
General et du Membre concerne. 

18. Le Secretaire General publiera la liste alphabetique des Membres de l'Union dans les 
Transactions de chaque Assemblee Generate ordinaire. 

III. MEMBRES DES COMMISSIONS 

19. Les membres des Commissions de l'Union sont cooptes par les Commissions. Cette procedure 
est regie par des regies etablies par les Commissions elles-memes. 

20. Les Commissions devraient choisir, ou approuver, la liste des membres de leurs commissions 
compte tenu de la specialite de ces personnes, en particulier de leur activit6 scientifique dans le 
domaine de recherches de la Commission, et de leur contribution au travail de la Commission. 
Elles peuvent 

(a) inviter des Membres de l'Union a devenir membres de la Commission 
{b) radier les membres de la Commission qui n'ont pas contribue a son activite 
(c) accepter ou refuser les demandes presentees par des Membres de l'Union, ou par des person­

nes proposees comme tels, en vue d'appartenir a la Commission 
(d) suggerer 1'election comme Membres de l'Union de personnes n'y appartenant pas, ce qui leur 

permettrait alors de devenir membres de la Commission. 
21. Les Membres de l'Union ne peuvent pas, en regie generale, appartenir a plus de trois Com­

missions. 
22. Les Membres de l'Union peuvent demander a etre admis dans une Commission en ecrivant 

au President de cette Commission. lis ne devraient faire cette demande que si leur propre activite 
rentre dans le cadre des recherches de la Commission et s'ils sont decides a contribuer au travail de 
la Commission. 

23. Les membres des Commissions peuvent se retirer d'une Commission en dcrivant a son 
President. 

24. En envoyant leurs propositions de nouveaux Membres, les organismes adherents peuvent 
6galement suggerer le choix d'une Commission pour chaque candidat. 
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new Members. The proposals should reach the General Secretary not later than five months before 
the first session of the General Assembly. Proposals received after the closing date will only be taken 
into consideration if the delay is justified by exceptional circumstances. 

13. Each proposal shall be written separately. It should include the name, first names and postal 
address of the candidate, preferably that of his Institute or Observatory, his place and date of birth, 
the University and the year of his Ph.D. or equivalent title, his present occupation, titles and biblio­
graphic data of two to three of his more important papers or publications, and details, if any, 
worthy to be considered by the Nominating Committee. 

14. (a) Presidents of Union Commissions wishing to suggest new Members for admittance 
should address their suggestions to the General Secretary five months before the first 
session of an ordinary General Assembly. The proposals should contain particulars as in 
article 13. 

(b) The General Secretary notifies the adhering bodies in questions of such suggestions. 

15. The General Secretary shall prepare two lists for the Nominating Committee 
(a) one containing the candidates proposed by the adhering bodies, 
(b) the other containing those suggested by Presidents of Commissions, but not included 
among the proposals of adhering bodies. 

16. The Nominating Committee prepares the final proposals for Union membership from the 
two lists as mentioned in article 15. 

17. Adhering bodies should propose cancellation of Members who have left the field of astronomy 
for other interests, unless they continue to contribute to astronomy. Such proposals should be 
announced to the Member concerned and to the General Secretary. 

18. The alphabetical list of Union Members will be published by the General Secretary in the 
Transactions of each ordinary General Assembly. 

III. COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP 

19. Members of Union Commissions are co-opted by Commissions. The rules governing the 
procedure of such co-option are drawn up by the Commissions themselves. 

20. Commissions should choose, or approve of, Commission members taking into account their 
special interests, in particular their scientific activity in the appropriate fields of research and their 
contribution to the work of the Commission. They may 

(a) invite Members to become members of their Commission 

(Jb) remove members who have not contributed to the work of Commission 

(c) accept or reject applications for membership from existing or proposed Members 

(d) suggest non-Members for election as Members, thus enabling them to become members of the 
Commission. 

21. Members may not, as a rule, be members of more than three Commissions. 

22. Members may apply for Commission membership by writing to the President of the Com­
mission concerned. Such applications should only be made if the Member is actively engaged in the 
appropriate field of research and is prepared to contribute to the work of the Commission. 

23. Members of Commissions may resign from a Commission by writing to its President. 

24. Adhering bodies, in sending in their proposals for new Members, may also suggest one 
Commission for each candidate. 
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25. Le Secretaire General enregistrera et analysera la liste des membres des Commissions; si 
cela est necessaire, il tentera de trouver une solution aux anomalies evidentes. 

26. Le Secretaire General publiera la liste des membres des Commissions dans les Transactions 
de chaque Assemblee Generale ordinaire. 

IV. CONSULTANTS 

27. Peuvent etre elus Consultants des personnes qui ne sont pas astronomes, mais qui sont 
susceptibles de servir les interets de l'astronomie. 

28. Les Commissions doivent en principe envoyer, pour approbation, leurs propositions de 
consultants au Secretaire General au moins cinq mois avant la premiere session d'une Assemblee 
Gen6rale ordinaire. 

29. Le Secretaire General preparera une liste des personnes proposees comme consultants et la 
soumettra pour approbation au Comite Executif. 

30. Le Bureau Administratif etablira une liste alphabetique des consultants. 
31. Les consultants peuvent participer aux reunions de I'Union. Us peuvent avoir droit de vote 

dans leurs Commissions respectives. Us recoivent gratuitement le Bulletin d'Information de I'Union. 
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25. The General Secretary will record and analyse the list of members of Commissions; if 
necessary he will try to resolve any outstanding anomalies. 

26. The list of Commission members will be published by the General Secretary in the Transac­
tions of each ordinary General Assembly. 

IV. CONSULTANTS 

27. Eligible as Consultants are non-astronomers in a position to further the interest of astronomy. 
28. Proposals of Commissions for the approval of consultants should, as a rule, reach the General 

Secretary not later than five months before the first session of an ordinary General Assembly. 
29. The General Secretary shall prepare a list of those proposed for admission as consultants and 

submit it to the Executive Committee for approval. 
30. The Administrative Office will maintain an alphabetical list of consultants. 
31. Consultants may participate in the meetings of the Union. They may have voting right in the 

respective Commission. They receive, free of charge, the Information Bulletin of the Union. 
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