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A 33-year-old man with no known medical history presented
to the hospital with bruising and a diffuse petechial rash. He was
found to have aplastic anemia, with hospital course complicated
by septic shock requiring intubation, pressors, management with
broad-spectrum antibiotics and antifungals, and multiple
packed red blood cell and platelet transfusions. Following extu-
bation, he was briefly delirious, for which magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) was obtained, showing scattered areas of
susceptibility artifact, compatible with microhemorrhages in
the subcortical deep white matter and cerebellum, with an unusual
predominance in the corpus callosum. Restricted diffusion
was seen in the genu and splenium of the corpus callosum
(Figure 1). The patient gradually recovered and was discharged
home.

Microhemorrhages affecting the deeper structures of the brain
are not unusual in the setting of shock and thrombocytopenia due
to dysregulation of cerebral blood flow and blood–brain barrier
breakdown.1 However, microhemorrhaging predominantly
affecting the corpus callosum is a rare finding, sometimes asso-
ciated with high-altitude cerebral edema (HACE).2 Radiographic
and neuropathological studies in HACE show lesions in the
splenium and the genu of the corpus callosum, though not to the
degree seen in our patient.3 Similar findings have also been
reported in extracorporeal mechanical oxygenation (ECMO),4

though in our patient it likely stemmed from severe disease
burden, inflammation, and platelet dysfunction.

It is unclear why the corpus callosum is particularly susceptible
to injury in these conditions. It has been postulated to result from a
relative lack of adrenergic tone causing overperfusion due to
hypoxic vasodilation and autonomic dysregulation.5
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Figure 1: (A) Susceptibility-weighted images (SWI): innumerable scattered areas of susceptibility artifacts, compatible
with microhemorrhages predominantly in the corpus callosum. (B) Diffusion-weighted images (DWI): splenium of the
corpus callosum demonstrates restricted diffusion. (C) T2 FLAIR: hyperintensity in splenium correlating to the region of
restricted diffusion.
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