
 Cambridge Journals Online
For further information about this journal 
please go to the journal web site at: 
journals.cambridge.org/afr

Vol. 83  No. 3  August  2013

Journal of the International African Institute
Revue de l’Institut Africain International

AFRICAAFRICA

A
F

R
IC

A
A

F
R

IC
A

V
olum

e 83  N
um

ber 3  2013

Journal of the International African Institute
Revue de l’Institut Africain International

Vol. 83 No. 3 August 2013

AFRICAAFRICA
ISSN 0001-9720

MIX
Paper from

responsible sources

FSC® C007785

®

ΙΑΙ

Ethnographies of the Road
Introduction

Gabriel Klaeger
Speed and Kenyan road safety

Mark Lamont
Infrastructural visions in Senegal

Caroline Melly
Heroic drivers in Tanzania

Joshua Grace
Truck stops and sociality in Sudan

Kurt Beck
Roadside rituals in Ghana

Gabriel Klaeger

Estrangement and Unemployment
Youth and boredom in Niger

Adeline Masquelier
Regarding the South African state

Bernard Dubbeld

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972013000417 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972013000417


International African Institute
Institut Africain International

Editors · Rédacteurs
Karin Barber, Centre of West African Studies, University of Birmingham

David Pratten, University of Oxford

Reviews Editor · Rédacteur comptes-rendus
Insa Nolte, University of Birmingham

Editorial Advisory Board · Comité de Rédaction
Wale Adebanwi, Kojo Amanor, Kelly Askew, Leslie Bank, Alan Barnard, Thomas J. Bassett,

 Joost Beuving, Keith Breckenridge, James Brennan, Filip De Boeck, Harri Englund, 
Paulo F. de Moraes Farias, Peter Geschiere, Jane I. Guyer, Deborah James, Kai Kresse, 

Brian Larkin, Michael Lambek, Murray Last, Carola Lentz, Tom McCaskie, Birgit Meyer, 
Mwenda Ntarangwi, John Parker, Derek Peterson, Debby Potts, Katrien Pype, Keith Shear, 

AbdouMaliq Simone, Mats Utas, Susan Reynolds Whyte

Offi cers · Membres du Bureau de l’IAI
 Chair · Président Vice-chair · Vice-président
 V.Y. Mudimbe  Birgit Meyer

 Honorary fellows · Membres honoraires
 J.F. Ade Ajayi
 Murray Last

Council · 2013 · Conseil

Fred Ahwireng-Obeng
Kojo Amanor
Richard Banégas
Leslie Bank
Rémy Bazenguissa-Ganga
Filip De Boeck
George Clement Bond

Mamadou Diawara
Andreas Eckert 
Peter Geschiere
Odile Goerg
Holger Bernt Hansen
Mark Horton
Adam T. Jones

Michael Lambek
Célestin Monga
Michael O.  mo.  le.  wa
Akin Oyètádé

Trustees · Conseil d’Administration
J.D.Y. Peel, Chairman of the Board of Trustees · Président du Conseil
Philip Burnham, Honorary Director · Directeur Honoraire
Mashood Baderin
Mary Jay
Murray Last
Robert Molteno

Staff
William Burgess, Secretary to the Honorary Director · Secrétaire du Dirécteur Honoraire
Brian Johnson, Treasurer · Trésorier
Stephanie Kitchen, Chair, Publications Committee · Président du Comité de Rédaction

INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS
The editors are pleased to receive manuscripts for publication in Africa. For detailed submission instructions, see 
journals.cambridge.org/afr/ifc.

Manuscripts are considered for publication on the understanding that they have neither been published nor submitted for 
publication elsewhere. Manuscripts should not exceed 8,000 words (excluding bibliography and notes). Contributors should 
note that copyright in all articles appearing in the journal is vested in the International African Institute. Contributors will 
receive twenty offprints and a pdf e-print of their article. Reviewers will receive a pdf e-print of their review.

All correspondence, including books for review, should be sent to The Editors, AFRICA, c/o Centre of West African 
Studies, University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 2TT, UK.
Editors: iai-africa@contacts.bham.ac.uk
Book reviews: iai-reviews@contacts.bham.ac.uk

Africa Bibliography
Africa Bibliography is the authoritative guide to works in African studies, providing a rich and interactive resource for the 
study of Africa. Published under the auspices of the International African Institute since 1984, the Bibliography is available 
in print or online on its own or as part of a subscription to Africa. For further details see journals.cambridge.org/afb.

Africa and the Africa Bibliography are publications of the International African Institute, 
www.internationalafricaninstitute.org. 

Africa is published by Cambridge University Press for the International African Institute.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Africa (ISSN: 0001-9720) is published quarterly in February, May, August and November by Cambridge University Press 
for the International African Institute. The four parts form one annual volume. The 2013 subscription price for Africa 
Volume 83 is £81 (US$166) for print and electronic access for individuals. The electronic-only rate is £54 (US$105) for 
individuals. Single parts are priced at £69 (US$135). Institutional subscription prices for Volume 83 of Africa include the 
annual Africa Bibliography and are £418 (US$824) for print plus electronic access, £333 (US$656) for 
electronic-only access, and £333 (US$656) for print-only access. The online version of the Africa Bibliography is a fully 
searchable database and includes multiple years. For further information, visit http://journals.cambridge.org/afb
All prices include delivery by air if appropriate, and exclude VAT. EU subscribers (outside the UK) who are not registered 
for VAT should add VAT at their country’s rate. VAT registered members should provide their VAT registration number. 
Japanese prices for institutions (including ASP delivery) are available from Kinokuniya Company Ltd, P.O. Box 55, 
Chitose, Tokyo 156, Japan. 
Orders, which must be accompanied by payment, may be sent to a bookseller, subscription agent or direct to the publisher: 
Cambridge University Press, The Edinburgh Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK; or in the USA, 
Canada and Mexico: Cambridge University Press, Journals Fulfi llment Department, 100 Brook Hill Drive, West Nyack, 
New York 10994-2133. Copies of the journal for subscribers in the USA, Canada and Mexico are sent by air to 
New York to arrive with minimum delay. Postmaster: send address changes in USA, Canada and Mexico to Africa, Journals 
Fulfi llment Department, 100 Brook Hill Drive, West Nyack, New York 10994-2133; or e-mail subscriptions_newyork@
cambridge.org
Claims for missing issues will only be considered if made immediately on receipt of the subsequent issue.

COPYING
This journal is registered with the Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, USA. 
Organizations in the USA who are also registered with the C.C.C. may, therefore copy material (beyond the limits 
permitted by sections 107 and 108 of U.S. Copyright law) subject to payment to the C.C.C of the per copy fee of $15.00. 
This consent does not extend to multiple copying for promotional or commercial purposes. Code 1740-0228/13. 
ISI Tear Sheet Service, 3501 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104, USA, is authorized to supply single copies of separate 
articles for private use only. Organizations authorized by the Copyright Licensing Agency may also copy material, subject 
to the usual conditions. For all other use, permission should be sought from Cambridge or from the American Branch of 
Cambridge University Press.

Africa is included in the Cambridge Journals Online service which can be found at journals.cambridge.org/afr

Copyright © International African Institute 2013
ISSN 0001-9720 
E-ISSN 1750-0184

This journal issue has been printed on FSC-certifi ed paper and cover board. FSC is an independent, non-governmental, 
not-for-profi t organization established to promote the responsible management of the world’s forests. Please see 
www.fsc.org for further information.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972013000417 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972013000417


AFRICA
Vol. 83 No. 3 2013

Editors · Rédacteurs
Karin Barber and David Pratten

Reviews Editor · Rédacteur comptes-rendus
Insa Nolte

Ethnographies of the Road
Introduction: the perils and possibilities of African roads 359

Gabriel Klaeger

Speed governors: road safety and infrastructural overload in post-colonial
Kenya, c. 1963–2013 367

Mark Lamont

Ethnography on the road: infrastructural vision and the unruly present in
contemporary Dakar 385

Caroline Melly

Heroes of the road: race, gender and the politics of mobility in twentieth
century Tanzania 403

Joshua Grace

Roadside comforts: truck stops on the Forty Days Road in western Sudan 426

Kurt Beck

Dwelling on the road: routines, rituals and roadblocks in southern Ghana 446

Gabriel Klaeger

Estrangement and Unemployment
Teatime: boredom and the temporalities of young men in Niger 470

Adeline Masquelier

Envisioning governance: expectations and estrangements of transformed rule
in Glendale, South Africa 492

Bernard Dubbeld

Journal of the International African Institute
Revue de l’Institut Africain International

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972013000417 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972013000417


Reviews of books
TIMOTHY STAPLETON, African Police and Soldiers in Colonial Zimbabwe

1923–80

David Killingray 513

SARAH LEFANU, S is for Samora: a lexical biography of Samora Machel and
the Mozambican dream

Maria Paula Meneses 514

HARRI ENGLUND,Human Rights and African Airwaves: mediating equality on
the Chichewa radio

Richard Fardon 516

JOHN MCCRACKEN, A History of Malawi, 1859–1966

Joey Power 517

DANIEL LARGE AND LUKE PATEY (eds), Sudan Looks East: China, India and
the politics of Asian alternatives

Gerard McCann 518

SCOTT STRAUS AND LARS WALDORF (eds), Remaking Rwanda: state building
and human rights after mass violence

Federica Guglielmo 520

NORMAN MILLER, Encounters with Witchcraft: field notes from Africa

David Kofi Amponsah 522

THEODORE TREFON,CongoMasquerade: the political culture of aid inefficiency
and reform failure

John F. Clark 523

DAVID LISHILINIMLE IMBUA, Intercourse and Crosscurrents in the Atlantic
World: Calabar–British experience, 17th–20th centuries

Toby Green 525

TOYIN FALOLA AND ADAM PADDOCK, The Women’s War of 1929: a history
of anti-colonial resistance in eastern Nigeria

Chima J. Korieh 526

PETER PROBST,Osogbo and the Art of Heritage: monuments, deities, and money

Ferdinand de Jong 527

LORELLE D. SEMLEY, Mother Is Gold, Father Is Glass: gender and colonialism
in a Yoruba town

John Thabiti Willis 529

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972013000417 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972013000417



