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the human context

Chancer Publishing Co. Ltd, 398 Finchley Road, London NW2 2HR

Seven years ago this summer The Human Context first saw the light of day;
in a sense it was an illegitimate birth: the journal was not the progeny of
established groups whose institutional interests it was to represent and pro-
tect. It was free from formal and informal group ties, from the prescriptions
of schools of thought or doctrines. It professed partisanship for a philo-
sophy of human experience, phenomenology, but without any strings atta-
ched to participation.

Surrounded by the still dominating traditions of British Empiricism, The
Human Context took the view, as Whitehead did before, that the overem-
phasis on “clear and distinct ideas” had more to do with the survival of Puri-
tan Ethics in language and imagination than with the answers of a self-
assured pure empiricism. Independence and the total absence of any corpo-
rate power influence was and remains the aim to the end. There was, of
course, a lesson to be learnt. Independence did nothing to blunt the edge
of competitive pressures and individual freedom often meant a struggle
with isolation. Problems such as these frequently played havoc with thematic
planning, team-work and the wider programmatic discourse.

The Human Context has tried to explore the philosophical assumptions and
the methodology 'of the human sciences (the different fields of psychology,
sociology and anthropology); it has aimed at a critical dialogue between
different orientations in philosophy itself and at a confrontation with science.
The journal’s editorial board comprised authorities in their respective fields
in universities in the United Kingdom, the United States of America, France,
Germany and other countries, as well as independent authors of the younger
generation. Particular attention was paid to movements not yet established
by majority traditions in the English speaking world — such as modern
phenomenology — or those of contemporary or jwidely expanding schools
which originated on the Continent. The journal publxshed conference
reports and the documentation of direct personal experience. It also had
an extensive book review section. Among some of its more notable contri-
butors were: Roger Bastide, Basil Bernstein, Alex Comfort, Amitai Etzioni,
Henri Ey, Marjorie Grene, Georges Gurvitch, Ervin Laszlo, Maurice Mer-
leau-Ponty, Arnold Metzger, Jacques Monod, Jean Piaget, Paul Roazen,
Nathan Rotenstreich, Jean-Paul Sartre...

With the next issue (VII/3 Autumn 1975) The Human Context must cease
publication. We write this with sadness particularly since The Human
Context met with more acknowledgement, approval and encouragement
than could bt expected. Inflation, however is a respecter of none and it
has become impossible to continue. Throughout the seven years of its existence
Paul Senft has been the journal’s Editor and guide. His failing health has
regretably coincided with the end of The Human Context.

London, August 197s.
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An international quarterly of the social sciences published
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ABSEES

A QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF ABSTRACTS
OF SOVIET AND EAST EUROPEAN SOURCES

Edited and published at the Institute of

Soviet and East European Studies of the

University of Glasgow on behalf of the

British National Association for Soviet
and East European Studies

Senior Editor: Vladimir V. Kusin

® EACH ISSUE contains up to 1000 abstracts of books and articles published in the
USSR, Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Repu-
blic, Hungary, Poland, Romania and Yugoslavia. There is an annual index.

® PLUS a specialized bibliography (e.g. “Relations between GDR and FRG”,
“Prices in Centrally Planned Economies”, “Soviet and East European Legal
Systems since 1945”).

® PLUS a bi-annual Information Bulletin on British and international develop-
ments in the field of Soviet and East European studies.

® ASSOCIATED WITH ABSEES: Soviet, East European and Slavonic Studies
in Britain, an annual bibliography of British Writings on the area.

SOME COMMENTS ON ABSEES

Leonard SCHAPIRO, London School of Economics and Political Science:
“Everyone working in the Soviet field owes a great deal to ABSEES. I
know of no aid to study which provides a better guide than ABSEES.”
Abram BERGSON, Harvard:
| “..it has already established itself as a valuable research tool.” ||
Morris BORNSTEIN, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor:
“Because of their reliability, ABSEES abstracts of articles and books are
widely cited as source material for scholarly articles.”
Gregory GROSSMAN, University of California, Berkeley:
“I could hardly do without such a publication as yours which gives me a
most convenient and reliable overview of the trends in economic thought
and practice in the USSR and the other East European countries. No other
source comes even close to doing it as comprehensively as does ABSEES.”
Marshall D. SHULMAN, Columbia:
{| “The journal... performs an invaluable function.” ||
Donald W. TREADGOLD, University of Washington, Seattle:
“J am full of admiration for the fact that ABSEES is able to provide
abstracts of a selection of books as well as articles. T always find the
abstracts to be objective and well-informed.”
Gregory WALKER, Bodleian Library, Oxford:
«Jt enables library and information staff to keep themselves au courant
with minimum effort. The benefit is reflected in better-informed selec-
tion of material and assistance to readers.”

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATE .12 or $36
ADVANTAGROUS JOINT SUBSCRIPTION TO ABSEES AND SOVIET
STUDIES 1.15 or $45. Cheques should be made out to University of Glasgow.
Correspondence dealing with subscriptions and advertising space to Publications
Officer, University of Glasgow, GLASGOW G12 8QG, Scotland.

FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE WRITE TO
THE EDITOR, UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW,
GLASGOW, G12 8L.Q, SCOTLAND.
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MINERVA

A Review of Science, Leatning and Policy
Editor : Edward Shils

VOLUME XIII Numbet 3 Auntumn 1975

COMMENT

Alternatives to Judgement by Peers

ARTICLES
.

The Second Messenger: Informal Communication in Cyclic AMP Research Patricia K, WooLr
The Scientific Periphery in France: The Faculty of Sciences at Toulouse

1880-1930 Mary Jo Nye
The Politics of “Universal Participaiory Democracy” : A Canadian Case
Study TereNceE C. HALLIDAY

REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS

Academic Freedom in South Africa: The Open Universities in South Africa and Academic
Freedom 1957-1974

BOOK REVIEWS

PuiLir Foster, A, B, Suan, KeNNers MEeLLanBy, RicHarp HEWLETT

Annual subscription £5.00/$14.00 Single copy £1.50/84.20

MINERVA, 59 St. Mattin’s Lane, London WC2N 4JS
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SOCIOLOGY

The Journal of the British Sociological Association

Editor PHILIP ABRAMS
Review Editor ROBIN WILLIAMS

Among the articles in Volume 10 Number 1
(January 1976) will be:

MicHAEL BLoOOR. Bishop Berkeley and the Adenotonsillectomy
Enigma, An Exploration of Variation in the Social Construction
of Medical Disposals

Dennis SmitH. Codes, Paradigms and Folk Norms: An approach to
educational change with particular reference to the work of Basil
Bernstein

Jost M. Maravarr. Political Socialization and Political Dissent
(Spanish Radical Students, 1955-70)

JounN Scort & MicHAEL HucHES. Ownership and Control in a Satellite
Economy: A Discussion from Scottish Data

MicHAEL CLARKE. First Year Sociology Courses: A Report of a Study

Each number contains a substantial section of reviews and short
notices; review articles, critical notes, and correspondence are also
frequently published.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION (three numbers) £10.50 ($31.50) post
free.

SINGLE COPIES [5.00 net ($15.00) postage extra.

BACK NUMBERS. All back numbers are available; prices on appli-
cation from O.U.P.

BRITISH SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. Members receive Socio-
logy at reduced rates. Enquiries should be addressed to the Hon.
General Secretary, British Sociological Association, Skepper House,
13, Endsleigh Street, London W.C.1.

AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. Members of the
A.S.A. ordering Sociology on the special form provided by their
Association may obtain a year’s subscription at a reduced rate.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
Press Road, Neasden. London NW10O ODD
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