
PSYCHOMETRIKA--VOL. 4. NO. 2 
JUNE. 1939 

Correction of an E r ro r  
in 

"A T H E O R Y  OF L E A R N I N G  AND T R A N S F E R "  

Dr. Kenneth W. Spence has pointed out an er ror  in our  article 
which we wish to correct. 

On page 248 of the December, 1938, issue of Psychometrika we 
stated tha t  Spence assumes " tha t  at  the beginning of t raining the ra t  
has tendencies to respond directionally (to the r ight  or left) and 
relatively (to the larger  or  smaller) . . . . .  We rejected Spence's defini- 
tion and adopted a directional one when we found it possible to predict  
relational t ransfer  on the basis of directional habi ts .  This prediction 
seemed scientifically more interesting than to assume a relative ten- 
dency at the beginning and then deduce relative t rans fe r  later." 

The foregoing s ta tement  of Spence's view i s  erroneous. He as- 
sumes no relational tendencies. Instead, he assumes that  an animal 
possesses four  stimulus-response tendencies: to approach the r ight ;  to 
approach the lef t ;  to approach one of the two stimuli to b e  discrimin- 
a ted;  and, to approach the other  stimulus. F rom the assumption of 
these tendencies, none of which are  relational, Spence deduces rela- 
tional t ransfer .  

Spence's theory differs from ours in that  he assumes four  stimu- 
lus-response tendencies, whereas we assume only two, namely, tenden- 
cies to go to the right and to the left. Both theories agree in deducing 
relational t r ans fe r  f rom a s s t ~ p t i b n s  which involve no relational 
tendencies. 

We greatly regret  this er ror  and welcome the opportuni ty to 
correct it. 

HAROLD GULLIKSEN and DAEL L. WOLFLE 
The Univers i ty  of Chicago 

E R R A T A  

In the article "The Multiple Fac tor  Theory in 
Terms of Common Elements ,"  Psychometrilca, 4, 
1939, the term "sine" or "sines" should replace 
"cosine" or  "cosines" in the following places: page 
67, lines 17, 18, 31, 33, and 36; page 68, lines 3, 
4, and 22. 

GERTRUDE M .  COX 

Iowa State  College 
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