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It has been brought to the editor’s attention that this article1 describes a study which appears to
be similar to three other publications.2,3,4 The authors have confirmed to the editor that the four
studies are related but separate studies that were part of a series of studies on different groups of
participants. A contact from the Ethics Committee of Fujian Maternal and Child Health
Hospital has confirmed to us that the Ethics Committee approved a series of four separate stud-
ies, and that the ethical approval number is 2020YJ181. The ethics committee contact was pro-
vided by the corresponding author.

The journal has not been able to obtain any verification of this explanation that is independent of
the authors. This expression of concern alerts readers to the apparent similarities in patient
groups, interventions, and outcome measures between the four studies. Appropriate editorial
action will be taken if further information becomes available.
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