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{p. 49) and that socio-political organization is best
studied as the means by which order is maintained in
society etc. (p. 17). These views are also very much in
line with the Leiden school of state formation,
exemplified by the work of Clagssen in particular, one
of the supervisors of the thesis from which this work
is derived. An anthropological approach is also
described as holistic, systemic, comparative and
processual which may well describe some variants of
American neo-evolutionism so influential in the
American new archaeology, but scarcely exhausts the
theoretical potential of anthropology.

Given the mechanical nature of the approach, it is
still all the same a useful volume in providing good
.overviews of some important areas such as the
circulation of gold ar mortuary ritual, an inventory of
river finds of metalwork and an up-to-date summary
of cult places in Northern Gaul. The chapters on
settlement patterns and Mediterranean trade contacts
are also very useful surveys with valuable summaries
of the evidence for unfortified rural settlements and
findspots for imports. In this respect the volume is a
mine of useful information.

But what is really irritating is the rather arbitrary
groupings of evidence based on assumed and arbitrary
functional importance such as mortuary rituals,
settlements or sociopolitical organization. That a
chapter on the circulation of gold does not have
implications for socio-political organization or that
religion and society should be chapter 4 and mortuary
ritual chapter 9 seems absurd. Thereader interested in
sacrifice, forexample, would have to scout through the
volume to make interesting connections between
cremation rites for ‘persons’ (obviously defined eth-
nically), the decapitation of war captives for head
trophies/blood sacrifice, the inhumation of disarti-
culated body parts ini cult centres and theritual killing
of weapons etc. inriver deposits. The reason forall this
irritation is, of course, the compulsion to answer the
big question of how and when a segmentary tribal
structure changed to a more centralized civitasadmin-
istration in different parts of Northern Gaul. Whether
this is a serious question at all, rather than a 19th-
century sociological abstraction, is never raised.
Instead, a structural functionalist language of élites,
peasantries, detribalization and state formation flattens
the imagination. It is equally depressing to read Norbert
Elias’ subtle and sensitive ideas on the emergence of
European modernity used to justify a ‘primitivist’
account of how people in tribal societies are incapable of
exercising control over their emotions {p. 269). As this
volume makes clear, the archaeological record available
is rich and fascinating, scarcely tapped and obscured by
19th-century sociological language, and is just waiting
for a sensitive and subtle approach.

MICHAEL ROWLANDS
Department of Anthropology
University College London
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