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  Extract
  Much has been said about Bram Stoker's Dracula (1897), the out-of-tradition exemplar of the Gothic which, perhaps, has had a more pervasive effect on our understanding of life and death, gender roles and identity, and sex and perversity than any other work of the genre. The vampire from the so-called dark ages has become a symbol standing for the uncontrollable powers acting on us and also for all the discarded, uncanny phenomena in human nature and history. The work, however, has usually been taken by the critics of Gothic literature as “a paradigmatic Gothic text” (Brewster 488) representing the social, psychological, and sexual traumas of the late-nineteenth century. Hence, it has been analysed as a work “breaking [the] taboos, [and in need of being] read as an expression of specifically late Victorian concerns” (Punter and Byron 231). The text has also been seen as “reinforc[ing] readers’ suspicions that the authorities (including people, institutions and disciplines) they trust are ineffectual” (Senf 76). Yet, it has hardly ever been taken as offering an alternative Weltanschauung in place of the decaying Victorian ethos. True, Dracula is a fin-de-siècle novel and deals with the turbulent paradigmatic shift from the Victorian to the modern, and Stoker, by creating the lecherous vampire and his band as the doppelgängers of the sexually sterile and morally pretentious bourgeois types (who are, in fact, inclined to lascivious joys), reveals the moral hypocrisy and sexual duplicity of his time. But, it is also true that by juxtaposing the “abnormal” against the “normal” he targets the utilitarian bourgeois ethics of the empire: aware of the Victorian pragmatism on which the concept of the “normal” has been erected, he, with an “abnormal” historical figure (Vlad Drăculea of the House of Drăculești, 1431–76) who appears as Count Dracula in the work, attacks the ethical superstructure of Britain which has already imposed on the Victorians the “pathology of normalcy” (Fromm 356). Hence, Stoker's choice of title character, the sadistic Vlad the Impaler, who fought against the Ottoman Empire in the closing years of the Middle Ages, and his anachronistic rendering of Dracula as a Gothic invader of the Early Middle Ages are not coincidental (Figure 8). In the world of the novel, this embodiment of the early and late paradigms is the antagonistic power arrayed against the supposedly stable, but in reality fluctuating, fin-de-siècle ethos. However, by turning this personification of the “evil” past into a sexual enigma for the band of men who are trying to preserve the Victorian patriarchal hegemony, Stoker suggests that if Victorian sterile faith in the “normal” is defeated through a historically extrinsic (in fact, currently intrinsic) anomaly, a more comprehensive social and ethical epoch that has made peace with the past can be started.


 


   
    
	
Type

	Research Article


 	
Information

	Victorian Literature and Culture
  
,
Volume 46
  
,
Issue 2
  , June 2018  , pp. 425 - 442 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1060150317000481
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © Cambridge University Press 2018 




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


    
 References
 
WORKS CITED

 
 

 


 
 

 Abrams, M. H. Gen. Ed. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. 6th ed. Vol. 2. New York: Norton, 1993.Google Scholar


 
 

 Allen, Peter L. The Wages of Sin: Sex and Disease, Past and Present. Chicago: Chicago UP, 2000.Google Scholar


 
 

 Brewster, Scott. “Seeing Things: Gothic and the Madness of Interpretation.” A Companion to the Gothic. Ed. Punter, David. Malden: Blackwell Publishers, 2000. 481–95.Google Scholar


 
 

 Bullough, Vern L. and Bullough, Bonnie. Human Sexuality: An Encyclopedia. New York: Garland: 1994.Google Scholar


 
 

 Burgwinkle, William. Sodomy, Masculinity, and Law in Medieval Literature. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2004.Google Scholar


 
 

 Byrne, Katherine. Tuberculosis and the Victorian Literary Imagination. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2011.Google Scholar


 
 

 Carpenter, Mary Wilson. Health, Medicine, and Society in Victorian England. Santa Barbara: Praeger, 2010.Google Scholar


 
 

 Chirot, Daniel. Modern Tyrants: The Power and Prevalence of Evil in Our Age. Princeton: Princeton UP, 1994.Google Scholar


 
 

 Craft, Christopher. “Kiss Me with Those Red Lips: Gender and Inversion in Bram Stoker's Dracula.” Representations 8 (1984): 107–33.Google Scholar


 
 

 Cranny-Francis, Anne. “Sexual Politics and Political Repression in Bram Stoker's Dracula.” Nineteenth-Century Suspense: From Poe to Conan Doyle. Eds. Bloom, Clive, Docherty, Brian, Gibb, Jane and Shand, Keith. London: Macmillan, 1988. 64–79.Google Scholar


 
 

 Cuddon, John Anthony. A Dictionary of Literary Terms. London: Penguin, 1979.Google Scholar


 
 

 Dover, K. J. “Classical Greek Attitudes to Sexual Behaviour.” Sexuality and Gender in the Classical World: Readings and Sources. Ed. McClure, Laura K.. Oxford: Blackwell, 2002. 19–33.Google Scholar


 
 

 Eighteen-Bisang, Robert and Miller, Elizabeth. Bram Stoker's Notes for Dracula: A Facsimile Edition. North Carolina: McFarland Publishers, 2008.Google Scholar


 
 

 Foucault, Michael. The History of Sexuality. New York: Pantheon Books, 1978.Google Scholar


 
 

 Fraser, Hilary, Johnston, Judith, and Green, Stephanie. Gender and the Victorian Periodical. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2003.Google Scholar


 
 

 Fromm, Erich. The Anatomy of Human Destructiveness. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1973.Google Scholar


 
 

 Glicksberg, Charles I. The Sexual Revolution in Modern English Literature. Netherlands: The Hague, 1973.Google Scholar


 
 

 Gottfried, Robert S. The Black Death: Natural and Human Disaster in Medieval Europe. New York: The Free P, 1985.Google Scholar


 
 

 Howes, Marjorie. “The Meditation of the Feminine: Bisexuality, Homoerotic Desire, and Self-Expression in Bram Stoker's Dracula.” Texas Studies in Literature and Language 30.1 (1988): 104–19.Google Scholar


 
 

 Jones, Prudence and Pennick, Nigel. A History of Pagan Europe. London: Routledge, 1995.Google Scholar


 
 

 Jung, Carl Gustav. The Archetypes and the Collective Unconscious. Trans. R. F. C. Hull. New Jersey: Princeton UP, 1969.Google Scholar


 
 

 Jung, Carl Gustav. “Instinct and the Unconscious.” Collected Works of C. G. Jung. Vol. 8. Ed. and Trans. Adler, Gerhard and Hull, R. F. C.. New Jersey: Princeton UP, 1975. 174–85.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kaplan, Arie. Dracula: the Life of Vlad the Impaler. New York: The Rosen Publishing Group, 2012.Google Scholar


 
 

 Karras, Ruth. M. Sexuality in Medieval Europe. London: Routledge, 2012.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Keith, Edward O. “Biomedical Origins of Vampirism.” The Universal Vampire: Origins and Evolution of a Legend. Eds. Brodman, Barbara and Doan, James E.. Maryland: Fairleigh Dickinson UP, 2013. 61–74.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kelly, Mark G. E. Foucault's History of Sexuality Volume I, the Will to Knowledge. Edinburgh: Edinburgh UP, 2013.Google Scholar


 
 

 Lacqueur, Thomas W. “Sex and Desire in the Industrial Revolution.” The Industrial Revolution and British Society. Ed. O'Brien, Patrick. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, (1993). 100–24.Google Scholar


 
 

 Leatherdale, Clive. Dracula: the Novel & the Legend. East Sussex: Desert Island Books, 1993.Google Scholar


 
 

 Lundskow, George. The Sociology of Religion: A Substantive and Transdisciplinary Approach. Los Angeles: Pine Forge, 2008.Google Scholar


 
 

 Maduro, Otto. Religion and Social Conflicts. Trans. Barr, Robert R.. Eugene: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 1982.Google Scholar


 
 

 Melton, Gordon. The Vampire Book: the Encyclopedia of the Undead. Canton: Visible Ink P, 2011.Google Scholar


 
 

 Mighall, Robert. “Sex, History and the Vampire.” Bram Stoker: History, Psychoanalysis and the Gothic. Eds. Hughes, William and Smith, Andrew. New York: Palgrave, 1998. 62–77.Google Scholar


 
 

 Mikaberidze, Alexander. Conflict and Conquest in the Islamic World: A Historical Encyclopedia. Vol 1. California: Abc-Clio, 2011.Google Scholar


 
 

 Punter, David. The Literature of Terror. New York: Routledge, 1996.Google Scholar


 
 

 Punter, David and Byron, Glennis. The Gothic. Cambridge: Blackwell Publishing, 2004.Google Scholar


 
 

 Ross, Fiona. Perversion: A Jungian Approach. London: Karnac, 2013.Google Scholar


 
 

 Sedlar, Jean W. East Central Europe in the Middle Ages, 1000–1500. Seattle and London: U of Washington P, 1994.Google Scholar


 
 

 Senf, Carol A. Bram Stoker. Cardiff: U of Wales P, 2010.Google Scholar


 
 

 Shmaefsky, Brian. Syphilis: Deadly Diseases and Epidemics. New York: Chelsea House, 2010.Google Scholar


 
 

 Showalter, Elaine. “Syphilis, Sexuality and the Fiction of Fin de Siècle.” Reading Fin-de-siècle Fictions. Ed. Pykett, Lyn. New York: Routledge, 2013. 166–83.Google Scholar


 
 

 Simmons, Clare A. “Fables of Continuity: Bram Stoker and Medievalism.” Bram Stoker: History, Psychoanalysis and the Gothic. Eds. Hughes, William and Smith, Adrew. London: Macmillan, 1998. 29–46.Google Scholar


 
 

 Stoker, Bram. Dracula. London: Collins, 2011.Google Scholar


 
 

 Stoker, Bram. Letter to Gladstone. Revue Roumaine d'histoire 31 (1992): 175–78.Google Scholar


 
 

 Tosh, Nancy Ramsey and Keenan, Tanya. “Casting Divinity in My Image.” Sexuality and the World's Religions. Eds. Machacek, David W. and Wilcox, Melissa M.. California: ABC-CLIO, 2003. 295–322.Google Scholar


 
 

 Tracy, Robert. “Loving You All Ways: Vamps, Vampires, Necrophiles and Necrofilles in Nineteenth-Century Fiction.” Sex and Death in Victorian Literature. Ed. Barreca, Regina. London: Macmillan, 1990. 32–59.Google Scholar


 
 

 Varner, Gary R. Creatures in the Mist. New York: Algora Publishing, 2007.Google Scholar




 

           



 
     




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: alt]   


 













Cited by





	


[image: Crossref logo]
0




	


[image: Google Scholar logo]















No CrossRef data available.















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference



[image: US]
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	


[image: Cambridge University Press]






	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








VAMPIRE VERSUS THE EMPIRE: BRAM STOKER'S REPROACH OF FIN-DE-SIÈCLE BRITAIN IN DRACULA








	Volume 46, Issue 2
	
Ertuğrul Koç (a1) and Yağmur Demir (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1060150317000481





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





VAMPIRE VERSUS THE EMPIRE: BRAM STOKER'S REPROACH OF FIN-DE-SIÈCLE BRITAIN IN DRACULA








	Volume 46, Issue 2
	
Ertuğrul Koç (a1) and Yağmur Demir (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1060150317000481





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





VAMPIRE VERSUS THE EMPIRE: BRAM STOKER'S REPROACH OF FIN-DE-SIÈCLE BRITAIN IN DRACULA








	Volume 46, Issue 2
	
Ertuğrul Koç (a1) and Yağmur Demir (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1060150317000481





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















