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OSHA’s  Revised Respiratory Protection Standard
Will Not Apply to TB

by Gina Pugliese, RN, MS
Medical News Editor

At the opening of the public hear-
ings on June 6, 1995, to discuss the
proposed revision of the 1971 Respira-
tory Protection Standard, the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) announced that all issues
related to the use of respirators for TB
would be considered under a separate
TB standard. Until the final tuberculo-
sis standard is issued, OSHA will con-
tinue to enforce respirator use for TB
control under the current, unrevised
respirator standard (29 CFR 1910.134).
The revised respiratory protection stan-
dard will, however, apply to the

healthcare industry for other types of
occupational exposures to respiratory
hazards.

OSHA also announced plans to
incorporate quickly into a compli-
ance document the revised NIOSH
rules regarding respirators for TB
use and not to await a final TB stan-
dard. (As noted in ICHE last month,
NIOSH has finalized the long-
awaited respirator certification pro-
cedures that will result in the
certification and availability of more
respirators that meet the CDC’s  per-
formance criteria for respiratory pro-
tection against TB. These new
respirators, labeled type 95N,  may
become available in August.)

SHEA’s representative at the
hearings, Dr. Michael Decker, noted
that the proposed revised respiratory
protection standard was inappropri-
ate with respect to all biological haz-
ards, not just TB, and urged OSHA to
extend the “TB exemption” to all
biologic hazards. Without such an
exemption, healthcare workers
would be required automatically to
use air-line respirators (akin to deep
sea divers) for protection from any
newly recognized biological hazard
from the time of its recognition until
the adoption by OSHA of a specific
standard (which, as we have seen
with TB, could take years).
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