
Learning from the past and predicting the future

This issue of The Journal of Laryngology & Otology
looks both backwards and forwards. In a remarkable
article, Spencer documents the work of Sir Harold
Delf Gillies.1 It is a privilege to have the opportunity
to publish an historical article of such quality.
Spencer has been fortunate enough to gain access to
the Gillies Archives, which is a record of the pioneering
work that Gillies undertook in the reconstruction of
major facial defects sustained by those who were muti-
lated during the 1914–18 First World War. The results
achieved in these early reconstructive efforts were
incredibly impressive, and the account of Gillies’ life
and work is testament to his status in the world of
facial plastic and reconstructive surgery. Looking
back even further, Kelly and Mahalingam explore the
surgical treatment of head and neck cancers in the
ancient world.2 They discover that a history of any
aspect of Western medicine starts in antiquity and con-
tinues to the modern day. They discuss the state of
medicine in Egyptian, Greek and Roman civilisations.
Looking now to the future, there has been much

interest in the potential application of robotic surgery
in the head and neck.3,4 Two articles in this issue
examine the potential role of robotic surgical systems.
Wang and colleagues undertook a meta-analysis of
studies comparing robotic and conventional open thyr-
oidectomy for differentiated thyroid cancer.5 They con-
clude that robotic thyroidectomy appears to be feasible
and safe, although further evidence is needed. Another
article in this issue describes the use of a surgical
robotic system in the excision of a laryngeal haemangi-
oma.6 There appear to be distinct advantages of this
method of excision when compared to laser removal
for this particular pathology.
As Editors, we are always prepared to publish ‘Short

Communications’ that document innovation in surgical
technique or novel solutions to long-established pro-
blems. In this issue, we publish four such articles. Of
particular note is a suturing device for use in the
nasal septum described by Kuboki and colleagues.7 It
is interesting to read this article against an article

from The Journal archives by Arnold Maran in which
the author promotes the techniques of septoplasty as
an alternative to classical submucosal resection.8

Finally, an article in this issue documents the
apparent increase in incidence of necrotising otitis
externa in the UK.9 This increase seems to be related
to an increasing elderly population, and the increase
in the incidence of diabetes. This condition is fre-
quently clinically challenging,10,11 and clinical teams
may have to devote more time to the management of
affected patients.
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