
vs. 60%; temporary incapacity: 12.5% vs. 12.5%; unemployed: 25%
vs. 20% and others: 7.5% vs. 7.5%. In the same period, the
unemployment rate in the Spanish general population was from
13.8% to 14.5%. After 6 months the percentage of change on work
status was 25% (15% improved their employment situation).
Conclusions: Preliminary results showworse work status of participants
compared to the Spanish general population. It is recommendable to
include well-established risk factormeasurements to establish the effective-
ness of interventions in mental health. More research is required to
determine the impact of interventions on the employment status.
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Introduction: Exposure to violence affects employees and has
implications for the quality of care provided.
Objectives: This study aims to describe the effects of workplace
violence on nurses in psychiatric and emergency departments.
Methods: This was a cross-sectional and descriptive study involv-
ing 60 nurses practising in the psychiatry and emergency services at
the Hedi Chaker and Habib Borguiba University Hospital in Sfax.
We collected the socio-demographic and professional data of the
participants using a pre-established questionnaire.
Results:The average age was 35 years and 51%of respondents were
female. Ninety-three percent of the respondents were victims of an
act of violence. The violence was verbal in 90%, physical in 70%,
psychological in 62% and sexual in 11% of cases. The classification
of acts of violence according to the scale of seriousness of the
national observatory of violence in health care revealed a predom-
inance of level 1 violence characterised by insults (66%) and level
2 violence with threats to physical integrity (65%). Level 3 violence
(physical violence) was the most frequent (70%). Two cases of level
4 violence with knives were reported. These acts of violence gener-
ated wounds in 21%, fractures in 10%, haematomas in 10% and
bruises in 8% of cases. Thirty-six nurses (60%) reported that the act
of violence was responsible for a feeling of insecurity.
Conclusions:The results of this study indicate the need for hospital
center managers to set up organizational policies against workplace
violence and to apply them in a rigorous and transparent manner.
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Introduction: Nurses may be particularly at risk of violence exposure at
work which can cause psychological trauma and even develop post-
traumaticstressdisorder (PTSD),which isaseriousmentalhealthdisorder.
Objectives: The aim of this study was to determine the prevalence
of PTSD among nurses in psychiatry and emergency departments
and to identify the factors associated with it.
Methods:Thiswas a cross-sectional, descriptive andanalytical study. It
concerned 60 nurses working in the psychiatry (35 nurses) and emer-
gency (25nurses) departments of theHediChaker andHabibBorguiba
University Hospital in Sfax. The screening of PTSD was carried out by
the « post-traumatic stress evaluation questionnaire » (PTSQ).
Results: Direct trauma exposure was reported by 93% of partici-
pants, of which 48.3% experienced the act of violence more than
4 times.According to the PTSQ, 48.3%of the nurses hadPTSDwith a
mean score of 50.93.Hyper-arousalwas themost frequentlyobserved
outcome in victims (85%), followed by re-experience (83%) and
avoidance (80%) symptoms. The presence of PTSD was correlated
with female gender (p=0.002), the young age of the nurse (p=0.04),
and the absence of peri-traumatic reactions (p=0.001).
Conclusions:Our study shows that PTSD is a pathology frequently
encountered in psychiatric and emergency nurses. Hence the need
to put in place strategies against violence in hospitals and to apply
them rigorously in order to better manage this phenomenon and
manage its repercussions on health workers .
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Introduction: Violence is recognised by the WHO as a major and
ubiquitous public health problem, that is constantly worsening.
Objectives: The aim of our work was to estimate the frequency of
aggressions against nurses in psychiatric and emergency depart-
ments, and to identify the factors associated with it.
Methods: This was a cross-sectional, descriptive and analytical
study. It took place between January and March 2021, at both
hospitals of Sfax (Tunisia).This study targeted 60 nurses in the
psychiatry and emergency services.
Results: The sample comprises 35 nurses (58%) from psychiatric
services and 25 nurses (42%) from emergency services, mainly
females (51%) and with average age of 35 years.(þ/-9). The nurses
interviewed were exposed to violence quite often, in 93% of cases.
Almost all nurses (90 %) experienced verbal violence, 70 % experi-
enced physical violence and more than half (62 %) experienced
psychological violence. Nearly 11% of nurses reported a sexual
violence. Factors that explain or contribute to violence mentioned
by the participants were as follows; The Verbal violence was
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