Contents

List of Figures page vii
List of Tables ix
Preface xiil
Noze on the Text XV
List of Abbreviations XVi
Introduction 1
0.1 The Early Modern Economy and Economic Change 4
0.2 Types of Waged Work 7
0.3 Working in a Household Economy 13
0.4 A Work-Task Approach 19
0.5 Book Outline 23
1 Uncovering the World of Work 25
1.1 Sources 26
1.2 Methodology 35
1.3 Sample 40
1.4 Results 45
1.5 Conclusion 57
2  Working People 58
2.1 Biographical Preambles 60
2.2 Working ‘For Another’ 63
2.3 Age and Marital Status 66
2.4 Occupations, Tasks, and Sectors 77
2.5 Occupations, Repertoires, and By-Employment 84
2.6 Conclusion 96
3 Places of Work 98
3.1 Regions 100
3.2 Town and Country 108
3.3 Transport and Travel 112
3.4 Inside and Outside the Home 119
3.5 Public and Private Spaces 126
3.6 Conclusion 130
v

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.97.14.87, on 24 Jan 2026 at 15:43:04, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,
available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009019743


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009019743
https://www.cambridge.org/core

vi Contents

Rhythms of Work 132
4.1 Recording Time 135
4.2 Seasonality of Work 138
4.3 Working Week and Year 152
4.4 Working Day 164
4.5 Conclusion 172
5 Housework and Carework 175
5.1 Location 179
5.2 Who Performed the Work? 187
5.3 Paid Work 195
5.4 Conclusion 205
6 Agriculture and Food Production 207
6.1 Farm Economy and Workers 210
6.2 Field Crops 215
6.3 Livestock 223
6.4 Commons, Woods, and Water 233
6.5 Conclusion 242
7 Crafts and Construction 244
7.1 Occupations and Apprenticeship 248
7.2 Construction Work 256
7.3 Textile Production 267
7.4 Clothing Production 277
7.5 Conclusion 282
8 Commerce and Money Management 285
8.1 Buying and Selling 288
8.2 Credit and Debt 294
8.3 Spaces of Commerce 305
8.4 Conclusion 313
Conclusion 315
9.1 Hidden Work 316
9.2 Work and the Market 320
9.3 The Experience of Work 324
Appendices 327
Bibliography 335
Index 351

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.97.14.87, on 24 Jan 2026 at 15:43:04, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,
available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009019743


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009019743
https://www.cambridge.org/core

