
EARLY DISCOVERERS 

XVII 

LOUIS AGASSIZ ( 18°7 - 1873 ) 
Two notes recounting comments on specifi c subj ects by this g reat p ioneer of glaciological 
research have a lready appeared in this section of the J ournal of Glaciology (Vo!. I , No. 5, 1949, 
p. 294, on glacia tion, and Vo!. I , No. 9, 195 1, p . 5 10, on "extrusion flow" ) . Nevertheless it 
seem s appropria te to add a third which has been prom p ted by an article in Die Alpen (Jahrg. 
37, No. 4, 196 1, p. 237) which d escribes one of three old inscriptions cu t into the rock on the 
old track leading to the G rimsel Pass . 

W e publish this by permission of D r. M . O echslin, the Edito r of D ie Alpen, a nd with 
considerable assista nce from H err Th. H auck of Porza , Lugano, who found the inscriptions in 
193 1. Thirty years la ter he revisited the locality with the guide, H . Bysath on nner tkirchen , b ut 
they could only find one of the three carvings; thi s is illustra ted below. 

T he old G rimsel path lies to the west of the road from Meiringen to the G rimsel Pass. A 
short dista nce south of Ha ndeck one gains access to the old pa th a nd to the H elle Pla tte-a 
steep ice-polished rock face into which Agassiz' na m e has been cut. T he exact position of the 
inscription is shown by the circle in the photograph . It is not known w ho cut the inscription, 
but it was probably inspired by the very pronounced g lacia l stri ae on the smoothed rock surface. 

It is not inappropria te to give a few persona l d e ta il s about Agassiz as they have not been 
m entioned in either of the two no tes cited above. 

J ean Louis R odolphe Agassiz' na tive town was M 6tiers which li es close to the La ke of 
Neuchatel ; he emigra ted to th e U ni ted Sta tes in 1843, a nd in due course became P rofessor 
of Natura l History at H arvard U niversity, a pos t he held un til his d ea th thir ty years later. 

H e was buried at Moun t Au b urn (Cam bridge, M ass. ). T he headstone on his g t"ave shown 
in the illustra tion on the nex t page is a bouldet" from the mora in e of the Lauteraar-Unteraar 
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Glacier, which is not fa r from the place where Agassiz' favourite observation post, th e H otel 
des Neuchatelois, used to stand . 

A full account of the life of Agassiz a ppears in the two-volume work Louis Agassiz ,. his life 
and correspondence edited by his widow E lizabeth Cary Agassiz in Cambridge, Mass., a nd 
published by M acmillan and Co . in London in 1885. 
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