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and access to the centre of research excellence, accommodation and other services in Ankara.

To join the Institute, or for further information about its work, please contact us at
British Institute at Ankara

10 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AH
Email: biaa@britac.ac.uk
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Transanatolia:
Bridging the gap between East and West

in the archaeology of ancient Anatolia

A conference sponsored by the British Academy, the British Institute at Ankara
the Turkish Embassy in London, the British Museum

and the University of Liverpool
31 March to 1 April 2006

Introduction
The papers in this edition of Anatolian Studies were first
presented at the Transanatolia conference in 2006. The
conference brought together scholars from different
countries and traditions to discuss inter-regional interac-
tions across Anatolia from the Neolithic period to the
Late Bronze Age. These papers reflect their dialogues
and include contributions of new data, perspectives and
insights.

Turkey's position as a bridge, both physical and
cultural, between Europe and the Near East is highly
relevant to a number of contemporary debates. The
papers in this collection discuss the cultural, method-
ological and theoretical interactions between the archae-
ologies of east, west and central Turkey and also the
region's position within larger dialogues between the
East and the West. Together, they contribute to a wider
appreciation of the archaeology of Anatolia and show
how the ancient cultures of Turkey were not peripheral to
developments within Mesopotamia, the Levant, the
Aegean and the Caucasus, but are central to any discus-
sions of those regions.

The papers in this volume are arranged according to
four themes. Initially, theoretical approaches to the East-
West divide are analysed by Greaves and Ozdogan. This
section is followed by examinations of the archaeologies
of different regions and their interaction with one another;
with papers from Matthews, Okse, Efe, Zimmermann,
Laneri, et al., Thompson and §erifoglu. Papers by
Czerniak and Marciniak, C,evik, and Postgate then focus
on social structures as represented by the material culture
and settlement patterns of different periods. Finally, there
are discussions of intra- and inter-site dynamics drawing
on different aspects of material culture assemblages by
Yener, Tekin, Healey, Fletcher and Dodd.

The Transanatolia conference brought together
scholars from a wide range of backgrounds. This resulted
in lively discussions, shown here within these papers,
which are a testimony to the participants' generosity in
sharing their data and ideas. We hope this will provide
readers of this volume with valuable new perspectives
concerning the study of Anatolia.
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