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APSA supports exceptional scholarship in the discipline by honoring those whose work stands above the rest. 

The Association’s awards are made possible by the generous contributions of members and friends. Many of 

these awards were initially funded years ago.  The time has come to strengthen the endowments that support 

them so that APSA can continue to make possible award amounts that convey the prestige associated with 

them. Endowments for the following awards are in need of an additional $5,000 to $10,000 each to reach the 

$25,000 minimum currently required of all endowments.  Please consider supporting the discipline by donat-

ing  to one of these funds. Gifts are accepted as one-time donations or as pledges to be fulfi lled over time. For 

more information on giving to APSA, visit www.apsanet.org/contribute or  contact  Allison Desrosiers at 

adesrosiers@apsanet.org or 202.483.2512.

Gabriel A. Almond Prize
The Gabriel A. Almond prize honors the best dissertation in comparative politics. The award was created in recogni-
tion of former APSA president Gabriel Almond’s contributions to the discipline, profession, and Association. Almond’s 
scholarly work contributed directly to the development of theory in comparative politics and brought together work 
on the developing areas and Western Europe that prevented splintering into an array of disparate areas studies. 

William Anderson Award 
The William Anderson prize honors the best dissertation in federalism or intergovernmental relations, state, and local 
politics. The award was set up in reognition of former APSA president William Anderson, who was a leading American 
authority in the areas of local government, public administration, intergovernmental relations, and the history of politi-
cal science. He did much to shape teaching and research in these fi elds not only at his own university, but throughout 
the country.

Carey McWilliams Award
The Carey McWilliams prize recognizes a major journalistic contribution to our understanding of politics. Eligible can-
didates meet the criteria laid forth by the fi rst organizing committee. First, the individual should have a distinguished 
public service career in newspaper, magazine, or broadcast media. Second, the individual should, in their work, illumi-
nate some broad general principles of the social and political sciences. Third, the individual may have a background in 
editorial activities and not necessarily be a working journalist or writer. Fourth, the individual should illuminate certain 
key elements identifi ed with McWilliams, which include intellectual forthrightness and political independence.  

Charles E. Merriam Award 
The Charles Merriam Award was established to recognize  a person whose published work and career represent a 
signifi cant contribution to the art of government through the application of social science research. Charles Merriam’s 
career exemplifi ed a combination of innovative political and social science scholarship and practical service to the 
community and nation. The department he chaired in the 1920s–1940s set the agenda of the political science profes-
sion in the post World War II decades. He was the key fi gure in the founding of the Social Science Research Council. His 
public service included membership in the Chicago City Council, and on President Roosevelt’s National Resources Plan-
ning Board and the Committee on Administrative Management.  

E. E. Schattschneider Award
The E. E. Schattschneider prize is awarded for the best doctoral dissertation completed and accepted 
during that year or the previous year in the fi eld of American government. This award fund, established in 
1971, was set up in honor of former APSA president Elmer Eric (“E. E.”) Schattschneider, a widely published 
and respected political scientist.  

Supporting Political Science
Award Endowments
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Founded in 1903, the American Political Science Association is the leading 

professional organization for the study of political science and serves more 
than 15,000 members in over 80 countries. With a range of programs and 
services for individuals, departments, and institutions, APSA brings to-
gether political scientists from all fi elds of inquiry, regions, and occupa-
tional endeavors within and outside academe in order to expand awareness 
and understanding of politics.

The direct advancement of knowledge is at the core of APSA activi-
ties. We promote scholarly communication in political science through a 
variety of initiatives including publishing three distinguished journals: 
American Political Science Review, Perspectives on Politics, and PS: Political 
Science and Politics.
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