
NOTES ON THE CONTRIBUTORS

FREDERICK LUIS ALDAMA is Professor of English and Comparative Studies
at Ohio State University, Columbus, where he teaches Chicano/a,
Latino/a, and postcolonial literature and film. Previous publications
include I)ostethnic Narrative Criticisnl, Spilling the Beans in Chicanolandia:
Conversations zuith Artists and Writers, and Brozvn on Brozvn: Chicano/a
Representations of Gender, Sexuality, and Ethnicity, as well as the MLA
award-winning Dancing zvith Ghosts: A Critical Biography ofArturo Islas.
His articles and interviews have appeared in numerous journals, and
he is currently finishing a book on Latino / a comics.

JO-MARIE BURT teaches politics at George Mason University. She is co
editor, with Philip Mauceri, of Politics in the Andes: Identity, Conflict,
Refonn (University of Pittsburgh, 2004) and is completing a manuscript
on political violence in Peru. As a consultant to the Peruvian Truth and
Reconciliation Commission in 2002-2003, she investigated the causes,
trajectory, and impact of political violence in the urban community of
Villa EI Salvador. She is currently a Fulbright Scholar and is research
ing truth commissions and other forms of transitional justice in Latin
America.

KWAME DIXON is currently a visiting Professor of Black Studies at DePauw
University. His primary research is focused on Latin America and the
Caribbean. He is interested in the social construction of racial catego
ries; how racial and gender discrimination intersect to create particular
forms of discrimination that lead to human rights violations; and the
ways in which Afro-Latinos create alternative forms of political partici
pation. He is a Fulbright scholar and has conducted extensive field re
search on Afro-American communities in Ecuador, Colombia, Brazil,
Cuba, and Nicaragua.

PAUL FIRBAS is Assistant Professor in the Department of Spanish and Por
tuguese Languages and Cultures at Princeton University. His work fo
cuses on colonial South America in the sixteenth and seventeenth cen
turies, particularly epic poetry and historiography. He has prepared a
study and a critical and annotated edition of Arlnas Antarticas, a poem
by Juan de Miramontes ZUclzola (Lima: rucp, 2006) and published ar
ticles on Sarmiento de Gamboa, Inca Garcilaso, geography, cartogra
phy, and colonial cultural traditions.

TED HENKEN is an Assistant Professor in the Black and Hispanic Studies
and the Sociology and Anthropology Departments at Baruch College,
City University of New York. He teaches courses on international mi
gration, race and ethnic relations, U.S.-Latin American relations, con
temporary Cuban culture and society, and the history and development
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of Cuban music. He is currently working on a book on micro-enter
prise in socialist Cuba and conducting a transnational study of the
Mexican indigenous communities in the U.S. South.

STACEY HUNT is a PhD candidate in Political Science at Rutgers, the State
University of New Jersey, New Brunswick. As a Fulbright scholar in
Colombia in 2002-2003, she researched women's political participation
and quota laws. Current research interests include state building, ur
ban planning, and the politics of space, violence, and collective memory.

PEGGY LOVELL is Associate Professor in Sociology and Latin American
Studies at the University of Pittsburgh. She has published a number of
articles on racial and gender inequality and child mortality in Brazil.
Her current research includes a study of women of Japanese descent in
Brazil and a study of occupational segregation and industrial transfor
rna tion in Brazil.

BRYAN MCCANN is Associate Professor of Modern Latin American His
tory at Georgetown University. His first book, Hello, Hello Brazil: Popu
lar Music in the Making of Modern Brazil, explores the cultural transfor
mations of Brazil's Vargas Period. He is now researching a book on the
neighborhood association movement and conflicts over urban space in
Rio de Janeiro in the second half of the twentieth century.

CHRISTOPHER MITCHELL is Professor of Politics at New York University.
He has published on populist political parties in Latin America and on
inter-American diplomatic relations in the field of migration. He was
the editor of Changing Perspectives in Latin American Studies: Insights fronl
Six Disciplines (Stanford University Press, 1988). His current research
focuses on urban politics, decentralization, and government reform in
the Dominican Republic, and he served as an official observer of the
Dominican presidential elections in 1994, 1996, and 2000.

SALVADOR A. OROPESA is a Professor of Spanish at Kansas State Univer
sity. He has published extensively on Mexican and Spanish literature
and film. His most recent book is The Contemporaneos Group: Rezvriting
Mexico in the Thirties and Forties (University of Texas Press, 2003).

KENNETH c. SHADLEN is a Political Scientist in the Development Studies
Institute (DESTIN) at the London School of Economics and Political
Science. He is the author of Den10cratization zvithout Representation: The
Politics ofSnzall Industry in Mexico (Pennsylvania State University Press,
2004). His current research addresses the politics of intellectual prop
erty and of North-South economic integration. His work has appeared
in International Studies Quarterly, Journal ofInternational Development, Re
vic'lU ofInternational Political Econol11Y (forthcoming), Studies in COlnpara
tive International Developnzent, and World Econol11Y.
MARK THURNER is Associate Professor of History and Anthropology at the
University of Florida. His work has appeared in numerous journals, and
he is the author of Fron1 T'lUO Republics to One Divided: Contradictions of
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Postcolonial Nationrnaking in Andean Peru (Duke, 1997) and co-editor, with
Andres Guerrero, of After Spanish Rule: Postcolonial Predicanzents of the
Al1zericas (Duke, 2003). His current research and writing is concerned
with the history of history in Peru and Mexico.

HEIDI TINSMAN is Associate Professor of History at the University of Cali
fornia, Irvine. She is author of Partners in Conflict: The Politics of Sexual
ity, Gender and Labor in the Chilean Agrarian ReforJn, 1950-1973 (Duke,
2002) and co-editor of the forthcoming volume bnagining Our A1tzericas:
Nation, E111pire, Region (Duke, 2007).

REBECCA WEITZ-SHAPIRO is a doctoral candidate in Political Science at Co
lumbia University. In her dissertation, she measures and explains varia
tion in city government performance in the implementation of social
welfare policy in Argentina. Her other recent research examines the
link between city government performance and satisfaction with de
mocracy in Latin America.
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