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This is the f i r s t volume in the Annals of Giaciology series to be 
published by the Internat ional Glacio logical Society on behalf of another 
organizat ion. I t fol lows a t r a d i t i o n established in the Journal of 
Giaciology, where four volumes of symposium proceedings were published 
for other organizat ions. The t h i r d Internat ional Symposium on Antarct ic 
Giaciology was sponsored by the S c i e n t i f i c Committee on Antarc t ic Research 
of the Internat ional Council of S c i e n t i f i c Unions and supported by the 
US National Academy of Sciences act ing through i t s Polar Research Board. 
The Working Group on Giaciology of the Sc ien t i f i c Committee on Antarct ic 
Research asked the In ternat ional Glacio logical Society to undertake the 
publ icat ion of the proceeding in the Annals of Giaciology. The Council 
of the Society agreed to do th i s on the same condit ions as are applied 
to i t s own symposia: that the papers are received by a stated deadline 
and are then subjected to the Society 's standard refereeing and ed i t ing 
procedure. In add i t ion , f u l l grant support was requested so that the 
Society would not suf fer any f inanc ia l loss . Such support was given by 
the Div is ion of Polar Programs of the US National Science Foundation and 
by the Sc ien t i f i c Committee on Antarct ic Research. We have been able to 
publish th is volume ten months a f te r the date of the symposium thanks to 
the ready co-operation of authors, referees and ed i t o r s , and to the hard 
work of our s t a f f in the Cambridge headquarters o f f i c e . We are pleased 
to provide th is service to the g lac io log ica l community. 
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