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Contemporary Authors . . . Providing librarians and researchers with authentic, 
readable, and personal accounts of the lives and work of the people who are writ­
ing the books your patrons read.

Gale recently published Contemporary Authors, 
Volumes 1-4, First Revision, thereby completing a five- 
year cycle of service for one of the most widely ac­
claimed new reference works published in this century.
Since CA’s inclusion in both the major national lists 
of best reference books of 1962, reviewers for every 
major periodical published for librarians have unan­
imously recommended CA for acquisition by high 
school, college, and public libraries. Choice addi­
tionally selected it for their basic list of books that 
should be in every ‘Opening Day’ collection for new 
high school, junior college, and college libraries. CA 
is cited among the titles recommended in the Standard 
Catalog for Public Ubraries, and the new Random 
House Dictionary of the English Language has in­
cluded Contemporary Authors in its Selected Bibliog­
raphy of Major Reference Works.
Research has revealed that some 75% of the listings 
in Contemporary Authors are not to be found in any 
other commonly-used biographical references and that, 
when authors are also listed elsewhere, CA sketches 
are usually superior in both detail and content. Individ­
ual librarians from coast to coast report that CA is 
now the most consulted reference title on their shelves;

that its existence has freed them from the innumerable 
hours formerly spent in fruitless, or nearly fruitless, 
searches in obscure sources that might yield bio-biblio­
graphical data about a living writer. Now, with Con­
temporary Authors at hand, they can be reasonably 
certain that up-to-the-minute details on most authors 
are no farther away than the CA shelf.

NEWER WRITERS ARE WELL REPRESENTED
Since 1962, 19,000 unduplicated sketches, with content 
ranging from one hundred to several thousand words, 
have been included in the twenty volumes of CA pub­
lished to date—five times as many sketches on living 
writers as any similar work, with facts and figures gen­
erally ten years or so in advance of most other sources. 
This coverage follows a basic CA concept that not only 
the established writer, but also the new writer (the one 
for whom it is most difficult to find meaningful bio­
graphical material)—first novelists, new juvenile and 
young adult authors, new textbook writers, new essay­
ists, poets, biographers, historians—should be included 
as soon as possible after he becomes eligible by reason 
of a current publication. Naturally, the editorial em­
phasis is on first-hand material secured directly from 
the authors themselves.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES OF Contemporary Authors
• CA offers a breadth of coverage of major, minor, and unranked authors unmatched by any 

other source.
• CA covers nearly 2,000 writers of recently published books in each of its two volumes every 

year—close to 4,000 in all.
• CA contains more current authors of interest to young readers than all the other common 

sources combined.
• Each entry includes basic personal, educational, and career history data, plus these distinc­

tive features: Complete bibliographies of the original publication of each author’s books, re­
gardless of the number of titles. Many author bibliographies in CA mention fifty, one hun­
dred, or more titles—one lists 435. Work in Progress is reported, with titles and probable 
publishers and projected completion dates. Sidelight information which gives special insight 
into their work, character, attitudes, and opinions is provided by many authors.

• The annual indexes are cumulative from the first volume.
SUBSCKIPTION PRICES 

ALL VOLUMES PUBLISHED TO DATE
{Volumes 1-20, including 1967 revision of 1962-63 volumes) $104.50 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION—TWO VOLUMES $25.00
TEST Contemporary Authors WITHOUT COST OR OBLIGATION 

ORDER TODAY—USE FOR THIRTY DAYS
EITHER RETAIN AND REMIT PAYMENT OR RETURN AND CHARGE WILL BE CANCELLED

Free Descriptive brochure available upon request

GALE RESEARCH COMPANY
Detroit, Michigan 48226Book Tower
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New in the Gotham Library
THOMAS WOLFE
THREE DECADES OF CRITICISM

Edited by Leslie A. Field

So much has been written about Wolfe the man that many critics have overlooked the 
small but significant body of solid criticism that has emerged from 1935 to 1965. This 
entire collection is devoted to such criticism. Its twenty-three essays by major critics, 
writers, and scholars (including Oscar Cargill, Louis D. Rubin, Jr., Robert Penn Warren, 
Bernard De Voto, and Maxwell E. Perkins) contain material both laudatory and hostile, 
and it will be exceedingly useful to any reader wanting to put aside the stereotype and 
gain a true understanding of Wolfe the writer. As a sidelight of some interest, it reflects 
the great change in general critical attitudes over the last three decades.

$2.45 paper/$8.00 cloth.

THE PRINCE OF POETS
ESSAYS ON EDMUND SPENSER

Edited by John R. Elliott, Jr.

This volume presents both a documentary survey of Spenser’s poetic reputation and an 
introduction to his poetry for the modem reader. The earlier portion is devoted to land­
marks of Spenser criticism and scholarship. Later parts deal with modem scholarly 
writings on Spenser with sections devoted to the poetic values of his age. The longest sec­
tion is devoted to The Faerie Queene. Carefully chosen for their direct relevance to the 
questions that modem readers are likely to ask when reading Spenser, the majority of the 
essays seek to explain the differences between Spenser’s poetry and modem poetry by 
relating Spenser’s work to Renaissance literary culture.

$2.45 paper/$8.00 cloth.

JOYCE CARY
THE DEVELOPING STYLE

By Jack Wolkenfeld

This critical study of Cary’s work considers the developing relationship between his matter 
and his manner. It especially emphasizes his growth as artist and thinker. Looking closely 
at the language and structure of Cary’s books, the author examines all the novels—the 
African ones, the historical ones, and the two trilogies. He also analyzes Cary’s interpre­
tations of history, sociology, and politics as they are gathered from the actions and works 
of his colorful characters. $2.25 paper/$6.95 cloth.
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