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Discrimination and Disparities
challenges believers in such one-factor
explanations of economic outcome
differences as discrimination, exploitation
or genetics. It offers its own new analysis,
based on an entirely different approach—
and backed up with empirical evidence
from around the world. 

The point is not to recommend some
particular policy “fix,” but to clarify why
so many policy fixes have turned out to be
counterproductive, and to expose some
seemingly invincible fallacies behind
many of those counterproductive policies.

The multiple, and sometimes mutually
contradictory, definitions of
“discrimination” are sorted out, along
with the varying costs of discrimination—

to the victims, to society and even to the discriminators themselves— and
the consequences of those costs in affecting behavior in different economic
institutions.

The role of chance and the pitfalls of statistics, even when the
numbers themselves are accurate, are pointed out as factors in
misunderstandings of the causes of disparities in such things as income,
education and outcomes in the criminal justice system. This is a book not
only about economics but also about public policy and social issues.

********

Thomas Sowell is a Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford
University. He has taught economics at Cornell, UCLA, Amherst and
other academic institutions. His books have been on subjects ranging
from economics to philosophy, history and decision-making theory, and
his articles have appeared in both scholarly journals and in such popular
media as the Wall Street Journal and Fortune and Forbes magazines.
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Gábor Simonovits, Gábor Kézdi, and Péter Kardos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186

CORRIGENDUM
Democratic Citizenship and Denationalization-CORRIGENDUM

Patti Tamara Lenard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194
List of Reviewers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 195

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
03

05
54

17
00

06
97

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055417000697


Former APSA PresidentsAbout APSA
Founded in 1903, the American Political Science Association is the leading 
professional organization for the study of political science and serves more 
than 13,000 members in over 80 countries. With a range of programs and 
services for individuals, departments, and institutions, APSA brings togeth-
er political scientists from all fi elds of inquiry, regions, and occupational en-
deavors within and outside academe in order to deepen our understanding of 
politics, democracy, and citizenship throughout the world.

The direct advancement of knowledge is at the core of APSA activities. 
We promote scholarly communication in political science through a variety 
of initiatives including publishing four distinguished journals: American 
Political Science Review, Perspectives on Politics, PS: Political Science & Politics, 
and Journal of Political Science Education.

Council
2015–2018
Amaney Jamal
Princeton University

Brett Ashley Leeds
Rice University

James Mahoney
Northwestern University

Byron D’Andra Orey
Jackson State University

Bo Rothstein
University of Gothenburg

Cameron Thies
Arizona State University

Caroline Tolbert
University of Iowa

Carol Weissert
Florida State University 
(2017–2018)

Offi  cers
PRESIDENT
Kathleen Thelen
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Rogers Smith
University of Pennsylvania

VICE-PRESIDENTS
Evelyne Huber
University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hil

Pippa Norris
Harvard University & University of 
Sydney

Gary Segura
University of California, Los Angeles

APSA  |  1527 New Hampshire Avenue, NW   |   Washington, DC 20036   |   202-483-2512   |   www.apsanet.org

Frank J. Goodnow
Albert Shaw
Frederick N. Judson
James Bryce
A. Lawrence Lowell
Woodrow Wilson
Simeon E. Baldwin
Albert Bushnell Hart
W. W. Willoughby
John Bassett Moore
Ernst Freund
Jesse Macy
Munroe Smith
Henry Jones Ford
Paul S. Reinsch
Leo S. Rowe
William A. Dunning
Harry A. Garfi eld
James W. Garner
Charles E. Merriam
Charles A. Beard
William Bennett Munro
Jesse S. Reeves
John A. Fairlie
Benjamin F. Shambaugh
Edward S. Corwin
William F. Willoughby
Isidor Loeb
Walter Shepard
Francis W. Coker
Arthur N. Holcombe
Thomas Reed Powell
Clarence A. Dykstra
Charles Grove Haines
Robert C. Brooks
Frederic A. Ogg
William Anderson
Robert E. Cushman
Leonard D. White
John Gaus
Walter F. Dodd
Arthur W. MacMahon
Henry R. Spencer
Quincy Wright
James K. Pollock
Peter H. Odegard
Luther Gulick
Pendleton Herring
Ralph J. Bunche
Charles McKinley
Harold D. Lasswell
E. E. Schattschneider
V. O. Key, Jr.
R. Taylor Cole 
Carl B. Swisher
Emmette S. Redford

Charles S. Hyneman
Carl J. Friedrich
C. Herman Pritchett
David B. Truman
Gabriel A. Almond
Robert A. Dahl
Merle Fainsod
David Easton
Karl W. Deutsch
Robert E. Lane
Heinz Eulau
Robert E. Ward
Avery Leiserson
Austin Ranney
James MacGregor Burns
Samuel H. Beer
John C. Wahlke
Leon D. Epstein
Warren E. Miller
Charles E. Lindblom
Seymour Martin Lipset
William H. Riker
Philip E. Converse
Richard F. Fenno
Aaron B. Wildavsky
Samuel P. Huntington
Kenneth N. Waltz
Lucian W. Pye
Judith N. Shklar
Theodore J. Lowi
James Q. Wilson
Lucius J. Barker
Charles O. Jones
Sidney Verba
Arend Lijphart
Elinor Ostrom
M. Kent Jennings
Matthew Holden, Jr.
Robert O. Keohane
Robert Jervis
Robert D. Putnam
Theda Skocpol
Susanne Hoeber Rudolph
Margaret Levi
Ira Katznelson
Robert Axelrod
Dianne M. Pinderhughes
Peter Katzenstein
Henry E. Brady
Carole Pateman
G. Bingham Powell, Jr.
Jane Mansbridge
John H. Aldrich
Rodney E. Hero
Jennifer Hochschild
David Lake

PAST-PRESIDENT
David Lake
University of California, San Diego

TREASURER
Thomas Pepinsky
Cornell University

PROGRAM CO-CHAIRS
Henry Farrell
The George Washington University

Anna Grzymala-Busse
Stanford University

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Steven Rathgeb Smith

2016–2019
Matt Barreto
University of California, 
Los Angeles

Mark Crescenzi
University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill

Omar Encarnación
Bard College

Kristian Gleditsch
University of Essex

Juliet Hooker
University of Texas, Austin

Colleen Shogan
Library of Congress 

Renée Van Vechten
University of Redlands 

Christina Wolbrecht
University of Notre Dame

2017–2020
Joseph Carens
University of Toronto

Lisa Garcia-Bedolla
University of California, 
Berkeley

Lilly J. Goren
Carrol University

Simon Jackman
University of Sydney

Matthew Kocher
Johns Hopkins University

Erin Richards
Cascadia College

Valeria Sinclair-Chapman
Purdue University

Laura Sjoberg
University of Florida

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
03

05
54

17
00

06
97

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055417000697

	1
	2



