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I can only agree that patchy funding, and in some
cases patchy interest of the specialists, is no longer
acceptable. Using the donepezil phase three figures
(Rogers et al, 1998), the number needed to treat for
donepezil is four. In any other area of medicine, this
would be accepted as a worthwhile treatment. It is
not the efficacy that is really in question, it is the
lack of funding. Psychiatry has many new drugs,
and many more to come. Its spending on drugs is
about 2% of revenue. We need to look at our own
services, at the same time as looking for new
funding, to try to increase the percentage spent to
around 10%. Better treatments in all areas of psy
chiatry are coming - as a specialist group we have a
moral duty to make them available. This is especially

true for dementia, where the priority seems much
reduced in the eyes of policy makers and the media.
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Corrigendum

Morgan, G., Buckley, C. & Nowers, M. (1998) Face to
face with the suicidal. Advances in Psychiatric

Treatment, 4,188-196. On page 193, (a) should read:
"when the patient is not well-known".
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