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In the early centuries after the introduc­
t ion of Buddhism t o China, the new rel igion 
had to come to terms w i th the wor ldview of 
the Confucian elite, the inherent Chinese 
sense of ethnic superiority, and China's indig­
enous higher rel igion of Taoism. The Xiaodao 
lun (Laughing at the Tao) is an important 
document o f the debates among Buddhists 
and Taoists, debates that contr ibuted to the 
process of cultural adaptat ion. Wr i t ten by the 
Taoist renegade Zhen Luan in the year 570, 
this text aims to expose the absurdity and 
inconsistency of Taoist doctrine, mythology, 
r i tual, and religious practice. 

In a complete and ful ly annotated transla­
t ion of the Xiaodao lun, Livia Kohn draws on 
rich Japanese scholarship t o place the work 
w i th in the context of the debates and expose 
the political schemes behind the apparently 
religious disputes. Richly informed and highly 
relevant t o an understanding of medieval 
China, Kohn's work greatly enhances the 
study of medieval Buddhist and Taoist myth, 
rhetoric, and ideology. 

"This book is rich and informed, 
relevant t o an understanding of many 
facets of medieval C h i n a . . . . Kohn takes 
on a formidable task here, and her e f for t 
t o provide an adequate historical and 
cultural context for her bri l l iant transla­
t ion of the Xiaodao lun contributes to 
the f ie ld an excellent historical and 
cultural analysis of those centuries." 
—Kenneth DeWoskin, University of Michigan 
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Birdtrack Press 

BIRDTRACK PRESS specializes in set t ing the type for 

sinological publications that integrate printed Chinese 

with alphabetic text: we produce camera-ready copy at an 

affordable price. We routinely set the unusual characters 

sinologists require, including custom logographs for variant 

or archaic forms. We offer a large selection of alphabetic 

typefaces, and can create special diacritics or phonetic sym­

bols to match. We know how to meet publishers' page 

specifications, and are happy to discuss technical issues with 

design and production staff. We also work directly with 

authors, and have the expertise and experience in sinological 

computing and typography to ensure professional results. 

David W. Goodrich 
26 McKinley Avenue 

New Haven, CT 06515 
(203) 389-7789 
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