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Roman Society Journals: The Future

Members of the Society will be gradually becoming aware of a number of changes in the way
its journals, Journal of Roman Studies and Britannia, are produced and disseminated. One
tell-tale sign is the appearance on the 2010 volume of each journal of the logo of Cambridge
University Press accompanying the more familiar Roma of the Society. This is a sign that in
its centenary year, after one hundred years of publishing its journal(s) in house, the Society has
decided to confide the publishing side of its activities to a leading academic and commercial
publishing house. In this note I would like to offer members an account of the rationale
behind this decision and to outline what the move will mean both now and for the future.

The principal reason for the move is that CUP, in particular its Journals division, offers
far greater resources of technical and marketing expertise than the Society could ever hope
to command on the basis of its own resources. In particular, CUP has the resources and
experience to transfer the principal medium of publication for the journals from traditional
print volumes to digital dissemination. However comforting the sight of a run of the printed
journals on the shelves, it is a fact that both libraries and other institutional subscribers,
as well as individual users, have increasingly moved to making journals available and to
accessing them online. For libraries the savings in shelving are considerable and for the
individual the journals become accessible from wherever they can get online, and of course
the relevant volume is never ‘out’. Indeed, the Society had already moved a long way down
this route with electronic access to current and recent volumes through Ingenta and access to
back numbers through JSTOR. So in a way this is simply the working-through of the final
stages of this journey. But there is more to it than that, since the resources of CUP allow
much greater and more sophisticated use of electronic formats, as outlined below. As a major
academic publisher with offices world-wide, CUP affords the Society the prospect of raising
the visibility of the journals and increasing their penetration into academic markets where at
present they have little saliency. In part this is simply by information on the journals being
placed on the CUP websites, but more importantly it is through their marketing division
actively promoting the journals in new markets or existing markets where there seems still
to be room for further take-up of the journals. Allied to this there is what might be termed a
defensive reason for the move. CUP offers institutions such as universities both in Europe and
in North America ‘bundles’ of journals in related fields (and several other British academic
classical and archaeological journals have also recently signed up with the Press). This means
that subscribing institutions cannot pick off individual journals in the bundle; in a time of
severe constraints on academic and library spending this would have been a serious risk for
the Society’s journals had they not had the protection of the herd. It should also be added
that the agreement that the Society has entered into with CUP is one that should have a very
favourable financial out-turn for the Society, attracting substantially more revenue than the
Society would have been able to raise through its own unaided efforts.

So how will this impact on the production and dissemination of the journals, and how
will this affect the experience of institutional and individual subscribers? The first thing to
emphasise is that academic control of the journals and their content remains with the Society.
It will be the editors of the two journals, their editorial sub-committees and the Editorial
Committee of the Society that will remain responsible for the receipt, refereeing, acceptance
or rejection of papers and such matters as commissioning reviews or other contributions and
for other elements such as ‘Roman Britain in 20xx’, as well as any wider decisions about the
form and content of the journals. Thus the journals will remain as much the public intellectual
property and vehicle of the Society as ever they have been over the last century. Once an
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EDITORIAL vii

article or other material has been accepted and finalised, the first difference subscribers will
notice will be that it will become available through the ‘Firstview’ facility of the CUP website,
which is when it will receive a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) and thus be ‘published’. This
will minimise publication delays (which can be crucial in the world of deadlines such as that
for the Research Excellence Framework in the UK) and will also enable more rapid access to
significant new discoveries, particularly perhaps the archaeological. The complete, paginated
journals will continue to be published (in print and online) in the autumn, at which time the
Firstview version will be taken down. Subscribing institutions and members (with the exception
of student members who already receive online only) will in future receive the journal in both
print and electronic form. The digital format will also of its nature allow immediate and future
technical improvements in the journals such as images in colour as well as black-and-white, and
in due course advances such as embedded Java applets with manipulable 3-D images of papyri,
inscriptions, structures, objects allowing far more detailed autopsy by the reader. There can also
be links through to data-bases of a size that would simply not be publishable in the journals by
conventional means, or to related sites or other resources. More immediate changes are in the
appearance of the volumes, in particular the alterations to the covers of both journals and the
introduction of a photograph for the front cover of Britannia. This is also the last year in which
Britannia will have an index, since in future the digital format will make it easier to locate the
desired information through a search.

On a related topic, the Society’s monograph series. Since these are not journals as such they
did not form part of the agreement with CUP. The JRS and Britannia sub-committees took the
opportunity of the negotiations with CUP to review their activity in this area, and the JRS sub-
committee recommended to the Editorial Committee and thus to Council that the JRS monograph
series be terminated with the publication of the forthcoming volume of Monumenta Asiae
Minoris Antiqua, and this was agreed. The Britannia sub-committee took the view that there was
still a place for its monograph series, which has always operated under rather different financial
circumstances, accordingly the Britannia monograph series will continue in being.

I would also like to note that the move to publication with CUP is already being greatly
helped by the agreement of Dr Lynn Pitts to remain as Publications Secretary: the negotiation of
the agreement with CUP on what was agreed by Council to be on terms very favourable to the
Society was greatly helped by both Dr Pitts and by the Secretary, Dr Fiona Haarer, to both of
whom we are greatly indebted.

In sum, subscribers to the journals, be they institutions or individuals, should notice relatively
little change to the established pattern of publication of the journals. Over the next few years it is
hoped they will see an improvement as more digital resources come online in the journals. It was
the purpose of the Council of the Roman Society by this link-up with CUP not only to safeguard
the continued existence of the journals that over the last hundred years have been such a major
contribution by the Society to the world of scholarship but also that as the second century of their
publication dawns they should continue to improve in the content, format and services offered to
subscribers and other readers across a global and digital academic world scarcely to be imagined
by the Society’s founders.

Simon Esmonde Cleary
Chairman, Editorial Committee
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Notes for Contributors

1. Articles and Notes

1. Contributions should be sent to the Editor, Mr Richard J. Brewer, Department of
Archaeology & Numismatics, National Museum of Wales, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3NP
(richard.brewer@museumwales.ac.uk). All submissions should include the author’s name at
the beginning and address at the end, including e-mail address. All papers will be subject
to a refereeing process, and may be discussed at meetings of the Editorial Committee. The
refereeing process necessarily takes time, and contributors should allow at least three months
for this process. Detailed comments from referees are normally forwarded to the contributor,
anonymously, by the Editor. Papers may be submitted at any time during the year; potential
contributors may wish to discuss scheduling with the Editor in advance of submission.
In order to protect the interests of authors, the Society requires all authors to sign a form
assigning the Society an exclusive licence to publish (not copyright); if a paper includes
textual or illustrative material not in the author’s copyright, permission must be obtained from
the relevant copyright owner for the non-exclusive right to reproduce the material worldwide
in all forms and media.

2. Electronic submission of articles/notes is usual; this can be on CD or as an e-mail
attachment. A clean print-out should also be supplied; this should be on A4 paper, printed
on one side only, in double spacing throughout (including footnotes), with generous margins
all round. The electronic and hard copy should be identical with no corrections to be made.
Britannia style should be followed, but complex layout should not be attempted. Notes will
appear as footnotes but should be presented as endnotes. Tables often need rekeying; they
should be supplied in a separate file and a clear print-out on separate sheets provided. Figure
and table positions should be noted in the margin of the print-out.

3. On submission papers should be complete in every particular. Every alteration made by an
author in proof means higher production costs. The Society retains the right to charge authors
for corrections/additions in proof in excess of £1 a page. Printer’s errors are marked separately
and the costs do not fall on the Society. All proof corrections and additions are subject to
the jurisdiction of the Editorial Committee. Unless there are exceptional circumstances first
proofs only will be submitted to contributors.

4. For style refer to previous copies of Britannia. Note, all papers should include an abstract
(c. 100 words). Publications are to be cited by the author’s name and the year of publication
followed by the specific page or pages in a numbered footnote (e.g. Jones 1980, 6-9). The
full reference to a publication is to be given in an alphabetical bibliography at the end of the
paper; journal names should be given in full in the bibliography. Page references should only
be given in the footnote if the reference is to a specific page or pages. Full page references
of articles etc. should appear in the bibliography (f. and ff. should not be used to indicate
following pages). Authors’ initials should only appear in the footnotes if the bibliography
contains two or more authors with the same surname (e.g. J. Smith 1990). For joint authorship
give both names, for multiple authorship Jones et al. is acceptable in the footnotes but all
authors should be listed in the bibliography. a, b, ¢ etc. should be used to distinguish several
works of the same year (e.g. Smith 1990a). Historical sources should appear in abbreviated
form in the footnotes with full references in the bibliography.

5. Illustrations. The type area of a page in Britannia measures 194 by 138 mm. All drawings
and photographs should be designed to be reduced to or within such a space. Folding plans
are expensive (c. £400 each) and should be discussed with the Editor in advance. Scales in
metres should be provided on plans and be long enough for any likely use. Illustrations do
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not need to be titled, captions should contain this information. Use of colour plates and colour
overlays in the print journal is expensive and must be discussed with the Editor on submission.
Electronic submission of artwork is preferred, but this must be on CD and a printed version must
also be supplied. Line artwork should be submitted as tif or eps files at 1200 dpi (black and white
for line drawings; grayscale for line/tone). Black and white halftones should be submitted as
tifs (grayscale) at 300 dpi (colour should be in CMYK colour). All electronic artwork should be
sized to final publication size; reproduction size should be indicated on the hard copy.

6. Contributors will receive a pdf offprint of their article.

II. Roman Britain in 20xx

(a) Inscriptions

1. Information should be sent to Dr R.S.0O. Tomlin, Wolfson College, Oxford OX2 6UD (roger.
tomlin@wolfson.ox.ac.uk), as soon as the inscribed material is ready for reporting, or at latest
before 1 March of the year following discovery. See (b) 2a—f below for details required.

2. When photographs are taken the light should be raking and, where possible, from the left and
well above the horizontal axis.

3. The principles which are followed for the inclusion or exclusion of inscriptions on pottery and
tiles are set out in RIB I, p. xvii, s.v. scope (d) 1-4.

(b) Sites and discoveries

1. Information about sites explored and finds other than inscriptions should be sent to Mr E.
Chapman, Department of Archaeology & Numismatics, National Museum of Wales, Cathays
Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NP (evan.chapman@museumwales.ac.uk) (for Wales), Dr F. Hunter,
National Museums of Scotland, Chambers Street, Edinburgh EH1 1JF (fhunter@nms.ac.uk) (for
Scotland), Dr P. Wilson, Rarey Farm, Weaverthorpe, Malton, N Yorks, YO17 8EY (pete.wilson@
english-heritage.org.uk) (for England Sections 3—4), or Mr P.M. Booth, Oxford Archaeology,
Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 0ES (p.booth@oxfordarch.co.uk) (for England Sections
5-9), before 1 April of the year following discovery.
2. Information on projects including surveys, excavations, and evaluations that yield substantive
evidence for Roman-period activity is welcomed. Reports should be as concise as is consonant
with clarity and comprehensibility and should include information on such topics as significant
stratification, dating evidence, evidence for function. They should, though, avoid the level of
detail appropriate to a final report. Plans and other illustrations which complement or expand
the verbal description are helpful. For large-scale projects in a single year or for longer-term,
multi-year projects which have reached a significant stage or have terminated, a more substantial
piece with accompanying illustrative material would be useful. Potential contributors should also
consider whether a record of a small-scale intervention with little stratified evidence relating
to the Roman period should be submitted. Correspondents should be careful to include the
following details:

(a)Location of site, including parish and National Grid Reference;

(b)Name of director(s) of excavations;

(c)Society or other body sponsoring excavation (where applicable);

(d)Name of draughtsman/photographer responsible for any illustrations submitted;

(e) Any previous exploration of the site;

(f) Recent and forthcoming publications.
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X NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

3. Dimensions should be given in Systéme Internationale units, e.g. metres (m), kilometres
(km), hectares (ha), grammes (g). Non-metric equivalents may also be given where useful for
comparison with earlier data.

II1. Reviews

The Review Editor is Professor Barry Burnham (b.burnham@lamp.ac.uk). Books for review
should be sent to the Librarian, Joint Library, Hellenic and Roman Societies, Senate House,
Malet Street, London WCIE 7HU.
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Celebratory Verses Presented to the Society
for the Promotion of Roman Studies on the
Occasion of their Centenary by the Society for the
Promotion of Hellenic Studies

Composed by Armand D’ Angour, English by Colin Sydenham

Arma si magni celebras Maronis,

nec minus nugas lepidas Catulli,

seu tibi carmen placet expolitum
vatis Horati,

si parum cauti recitas Petroni

fabulas, cenamque Trimalchionis,

sive quos acres Juvenalis atrox
iactat iambos,

Livius si quos Tacitusve mordax

fingit annales Italos recordans,

Tullii seu tu petis eloquentis
discere dicta,

sculpta seu priscae monumenta Romae

pertinax quaeris tabulasque pictas,
sive rimaris foliis refertam
bibliothecam,

huc veni, lector, studiis Latinis

maxime aut forsan modice peritus:

ecce, Romanos licet hic abunde
visere libros;

pande thesaurum, veterisque turbae

conscius gaude socius vocari,

quae per aetatem deciens bilustrem
munera tendit.

Sapphicis olim numeris renatum

saeculum Romae cecinit poeta,

Helladis sic vos Socii renatos
concelebramus.

If Virgil’s epic, or Catullus’s
seductive pleasantries are what you praise,
or Horace’s exquisite skill to craft

the jewelled phrase;

if brash Petronius and Trimalchio’s

epicurean orgy suit your taste,

or the indignant barbs of Juvenal
with poison laced;

or if to Livy or sharp Tacitus

in search of Roman history you go,

or for the arts of eloquence you turn
to Cicero;

if sculpted monuments from Roman times

and frescoed villa-walls attract your gaze;

if bookishly you scour the library’s
well-furnished bays;

come hither, reader, of whatever grade,

expertly or more moderately skilled,

by Roman texts in plenty here your needs
shall be fulfilled;

unveil the treasure, and rejoice to be

a member of a long-respected band,

whose life of service now a hundred years
has proudly spanned.

To greet renewed Roman society
a Sapphic song was once the poet’s choice:
To your renewal we Hellenic friends

now raise our voice.
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