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T E AC H E R  SY M P O S I U M

The 2017 Guide to Choosing 
Your Textbook
........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Introduction
Phillip Ardoin, Appalachian State University

The selection of a textbook is one of the most 
important decisions a professor makes when 
preparing his or her courses and syllabi. The 
textbooks we select for our courses can directly 
impact the approach and themes of a course and 

often represent the majority of readings which students will 
be assigned throughout the semester. Unfortunately, the 
selection of a course textbook is often made in a haphazard 
manner. Faculty make this critical decision by simply choos-
ing a textbook they previously used as a student or graduate 
teaching assistant, the text used by the preceding professor, 
or simply the textbook suggested by the last publishing sales 
representative who visited their office.

The goal of this symposium is to provide both junior and 
senior faculty with a simple and useful resource to assist with 

selecting a textbook. The plan is to include in each April 
issue of PS: Political Science & Politics a review of several 
textbooks for four to six courses regularly offered in polit-
ical science curricula. Each of the reviews will provide a 
systematic review of several core textbooks and a few new 
and/or innovative texts. The reviewers will focus on a vari-
ety of issues they recognize as important in the selection of 
textbooks for the courses.

This inaugural textbook review symposium examines texts 
of five core courses offered within political science curriculua 
including: (1) Introduction to Political Theory, (2) American 
National Government, (3) State and Local Government,  
(4) Undergraduate Methods, and (5) Graduate Methods (see 
table 1). As symposium editor, I hope the readers of PS find 
this symposium to be a useful resource in selecting the right 
textbook for your students and courses. Finally, I encourage 
faculty to contact PS if they are interested in contributing to 
next April’s review of textbooks. We have not yet selected the 
courses we will be reviewing for the April 2018 textbook review 
symposium and we always appreciate input of our readers. n
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Ta b l e  1
Reviewed Textbooks by Course

Course Textbook Author(s)

Political Theory Political Ideologies (9th edition) Baradat

Political Philosophy Smith

An Introduction to Political Philosophy (Revised edition) Wolff

Political Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction Miller

Introduction to Political Theory (3rd edition) Hoffman & Graham

History of Political Theory, An Introduction; Volume I: Ancient and  
Medieval (2nd edition)

Klosko

History of Political Theory, An Introduction; Volume II: Modern (2nd edition) Klosko

Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal (9th edition) Ball, Dagger, & O’Neill

American National  
Government

We The People (10th edition) Ginsberg, Lowi, Weir, & Tolbert

The Logic of American Politics (7th edition) Kernell, Jacobson, Kousser, & Vavreck

The Struggle for Democracy Edward S. Greenberg and Benjamin I. Page

American Government: Roots and Reform O’Connor, Sabato, & Yanus

American Government: Institutions and Policies (15th edition) Wilson, Dilulio, Jr., Bose, & Levendusky
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S Y M P O S I U M  C O N T R I B U T O R S

Phillip Ardoin is professor of American politics and 
serves as chair of the Department of Government and 
Justice Studies at Appalachian State University. He is 
coeditor, with Paul Gronke, of PS: Political Science & 
Politics. He may be reached at ardoinpj@appstate.edu.

Will Hicks is assistant professor of political science at 
Appalachian State University. He researches electoral 
institutions, especially legislative development, 
organization, and behavior. He has been published 
in Political Research Quarterly, American Politics 
Research, and State Politics & Policy Quarterly. He 
may be reached at hickswd@appstate.edu.

Katherine Knutson is an associate professor and 
first-term seminar program director in political science 
at Gustavus Adolphus College. She teaches courses 
on American government and politics, as well as how 
interest groups, namely religion, and the media play 
their roles. She has had works published in Politics 
and Religion, The Social Science Journal, and PS: 
Political Science & Politics. She can be reached at 
knutson@gustavus.edu.

Wendy L. Martinek is an associate professor of 
political science at Binghamton University, in New 
York. Specializing in judicial politics, she teaches 
classes on constitutional law, civil rights and liberties, 
and American political institutions. She has had 
articles published in Political Research Quarterly, 
Justice System Journal, and Social Science 
Quarterly, among others. She can be reached at 
martinek@binghamton.edu.

James E. Monogan III is an assistant professor  
of political science at the University of Goergia.  
His areas of expertise include political methodology 
and American political behavior, as well topics on 
public opinion and representation. His work has 
been published in American Journal of Political 
Science, Political Research Quarterly, Journal 
of Public Policy, and Publius: the Journal of 
Federalism, among others. He is also the author 
of the book Political Analysis Using R (2015, 
Springer: New York). He can be reached at 
monogan@uga.edu.

Matthew J. Moore is an associate professor of political 
science at Cal Poly University. His main areas of teaching 
and research include political theory and governmental 
design, as well as public law. His articles have been 
published in New Political Science, Political Research 
Quarterly, Philosophy & Social Criticism, Journal of 
Political Science Education, and here, in PS: Political 
Science & Politics. His book, entitled Buddhism 
and Political Theory (2016, Oxford University Press: 
New York), explores the political thoughts buried within 
Buddhist principles, their connection with Western 
political thinking, and is the first narration of its kind to 
examine Buddhist as a political theory. He can be reached 
at mmoore02@calpoly.edu.

Adam J. Newmark is professor of political science at 
Appalachian State University. He researches state and 
local government, interest groups and lobbying, and 
public policy. He has been published in Legislative 
Studies Quarterly, State Policy and Policy Quarterly, 
and the Journal of Politics, among others. He may be 
reached at newmarkaj@appstate.edu.

Course Textbook Author(s)

State & Local  
Government

State and Local Government Bowman & Kearney

State and Local Politics: Institutions and Reform Donovan, Smith, Osborn, & Mooney

Politics and Policy in American States and Communities Dresang, & Gosling.

Politics in States and Communities Dye & MacManus

Politics and Policy in States and Communities Harrigan, & Nice

State and Local Government by the People Magleby, Light, & Nemacheck

Governing States and Localities Smith & Greenblatt

Undergraduate  
Methods

The Essentials of Political Analysis (4th edition) Pollock

Political Science Research Methods (8th edition) Johnson, Reynolds, & Mycoff

The Fundamentals of Political Science Research (2nd edition) Kellstedt & Whitten

Naked Statistics: Stripping the Dread from the Data Wheelan

Quantitative Social Science: An Introduction Kosuke

Graduate Methods Real Stats: Using Econometrics for Political Science and Public Policy Bailey

Applied Regression Analysis & Generalized Linear Models (3rd edition) Fox

Econometric Analysis (7th edition) Greene

Basic Econometric (5th edition) Gujarati & Porter

Introductory Econometrics: A Modern Approach (6th edition) Wooldridge

Ta b l e  1  (Cont inued)
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