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les intentions de 'Institut de proposet leur collaboration aux autorités du Mali pour effectuer
des enquétes ou des études consacrées 4 des questions spécifiques. L’Institut désire prendre
et entretenir un contact permanent avec les organisations étrangéres ou internationales
penchées sur les problémes des économies émergentes.

[Abrégé d’une commanication du Professeur Jean Dufour]

Documentation on Africa
For the past ten years the Fondation Nationale des Sciences Politiques, Paris, has been
systematically analysing specialized publications from all countries dealing with the political,
economic, and social sciences and disciplines and also the main periodicals containing
articles relating to these fields. This analysis, which at present covets some 1,200 periodicals
in many different languages, is not intended to be exhaustive but is aimed rather at identify-
ing the most important articles. The number thus selected ranges from 20,000 to 25,000 a
year. A card is made for each article, with the necessary bibliographical entries and a very
short abstract. The card also bears a class number in accordance with a system of classifica-
tion devised by the foundation’s documentation centre. A selection from this documentary
material is published every month in the Bulletin analytique de documentation politique,
économique et sociale contemporaine.

The Centre International de Documentation Economique et Sociale Africaine, started
at Li¢ge in 1957 and known as CEDESA, also aims to gather and co-ordinate economic and
social materials in the form of a documentary card index in seven languages.

African Affairs Seminar at Lafayette College

A NEwLY approved seminar for an international affaits curriculum at Lafayette College in
1960-1 will cover international politics, colonialism, and colonial revolt in Africa. Using
the African continent as a case study, the seminar will attempt to make an analysis of the
forces of international politics. The diplomacy of imperialism and its cultural impact upon
native peoples, the dynamics of colonial revolt, and the economic geography of Africa will
be considered.

United States Foreign Policy in Africa

A stupy on United States Foreign Policy in Africa has been prepared, at the request of the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the United States Senate, by the Program of African
Studies, Northwestern University, under its Director, Professor Melville ]J. Herskovits.
Professor Herskovits, in his Letter of Committal accompanying the Report, acknowledges
the assistance of African experts in Paris, Brussels, and London, and of the members of the
two conferences held at Palo Alto and in New Yotk last year. A political map and statistical
data have been made available by the Department of State and materials on missionary
activity provided by Father John Considine, of the Maryknoll Fathers, and by the Rev.
Theodore Tucker, executive sectetary, Africa committee, division of foreign missions,
National Council of Churches of Christ. The Report is published by the United States
Government Printing Office, Washington.

Recordings of African Music

¢ An international catalogue of published records of folk music’, by K. P. Wachsmann, in
the Bulletin of the British Institute of Recorded Sound,! should be of wide interest to musico-
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logists, as lists of African musical recordings form a substantial part of it. The catalogue has
been compiled on behalf of the International Folk Music Council and is supplementary to
the International Catalogue of Recorded Folk Musie IFMC/UNESCO; London: Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 1954).

[Commaunicated by Mz. David Rycroft]

An Award to Professor Edward Ullendorff

ON the instructions of the Emperor Haile Selassie, a gold medallion has been presented to
Dr. Edward Ullendotff, Professor of Semitic Languages and Literature in the University of
Manchester, in recognition of his book The Ezhiopians.t

The Exchibition of Nigerian Tribal Art

WE have to thank the Arts Council of Great Britain, the British Museum, the Nigerian
Government, and a host of other museums and private collectors for an exhibition which
has just ended at the Arts Council Gallery, London, and which now moves to the City Art
Gallery, Manchester (26 Nov.~31 Dec.), and thence to the City Art Gallery, Bristol (26 jan.—
25 Feb. 1961).

It is by far the most comprehensive and representative exhibition of Nigetian sculpture
that has yet been held and one that is not likely to be repeated for a very long time. The
exhibits have been brought together from all over the world and from hiding-places as
diverse as the Chicago Museum of Natural History and the City Museum, Ipswich. Mr.
William Fagg, who was tesponsible for their selection and arrangement, has done a magnifi-
cent job and instead of producing a rehash of the old familiar masks and carvings has made a
point of including as much new material as he could lay his hands on, and what a lot there is|
Most people who are intetested in African art can tell a Yoruba from an Ibo ot an Ibibio
mask, but very few have seen any examples of the lesser-known styles. We are now shown
a representative selection of these and of other masterpieces which eatlier collectors over-
looked and which are now barred under the Nigerian Antiquities Ordinance from ever
leaving the country.

They fall into three main categories: firstly a few stone and terra cotta heads and figures
from the Plateau area and from Esie and Ife, secondly a representative collection of cire
perdne bronzes from various localities from central and southern Nigeria, and thirdly a large
number of carvings in hard and soft wood, mainly the latter, from the Western and Fastern
regions. The Plateau heads are the only exhibits which can be dated by archaeological
methods. Carbon 14 tests take them back to the end of the first millennium B.c. Some of the
bronzes can be classified as Yoruba and Benin work or, like the Tiv examples, as recent local
styles; the rest could have come from anywhere in the Niger-Benue valley or in the area
south of it, and, like the Benin work, attempts to date them still remain hypothetical and
based on inadequate typological analysis. The wood carvings are not much better docu-
mented, though we now know where most of them came from and can assume that for
climatic reasons they are recent and unlikely to be more than a hundred years old at the
outside.

The supporting catalogue is disappointing. The plates, with some notable exceptions,
convey little of the beauty or the structure of the masks and statuettes, while some of them,
notably plate xxix, are gross distortions. The text contains rather too many of Mr. Fagg’s
hypotheses and not enough ethnographical facts. Howevet, it would be too much to hope for
a catalogue as authoritative as the one which Olbrechts produced for a rather similar exhibi-
tion of the art of the Belgian Congoat Anvers in 1938. Indeed, the wealth, variety, and vitality

! Reviewed in Africa, July 1960, p. 296.
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