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Cover photograph: The critically Endangered Bengal Florican Houbaropsis bengalensis has two disjunct populations, 
one in the Indian Subcontinent, the other in South-East Asia. The population is very small and is rapidly 
declining, largely as a result of the widespread and on-going conversion of its grassland habitat for agriculture. 
Here Packman et al. report on a survey conducted between March and May 2012 on and surrounding the Tonle 
Sap floodplain in Cambodia, which supports the last extant breeding population of the Indochinese subspecies 
blandini. They found a 44-64% decline in the number of displaying males since similar surveys carried out 
between 2005-2007. Image credit: Jonathan Eames.
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