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A Child’s Learning of English

PAUL FLETCHER

This is an account of how children learn and use English between the ages of two and seven. lts
empbhasis is not on the competing theories of language acquisition; rather, it describes and
discusses changes in the child’s linguistic ability as he grows up.

256 pages, hardback £22.50 (0631 14281 9)

paperback £7.95 (0631142827)

Children’s Reading Problems
Psychology and Education
PETER BRYANT and LYNETTE BRADLEY

This book provides the first clear evidence of those mental procedures which are important in the
early, often pre-school stages of learning to read. One of the most striking parts of this lucid,
controversial and brilliant book shows that specific training methods can be applied before
children have learnt to read which will considerably improve their later reading ability.

208 pages, hardback £16.50 (0631136827)

paperback £5.95 (063113683 5)

Children’s Writing and Reading
Analysing Classroom Language
KATHARINE PERERA

‘This well organized book will be a valuable addition to the range of books on applied linguistics
for teachers . . . it will no doubt become one of the main reference books.” Times Higher Education
Supplement

‘An admirable book, and is perhaps the best available on this topic. It is well organized and clearly
written, and should prove a valuable source of information.’ British Book News

368 pages, hardback £25.00 (063113653 3)

paperback £8.95 (063113654 1)

Children’s Conversation
MICHAEL McTEAR

One of the most rapidly developing areas of child language research has been the study of
children’s conversationat skills, which is now seen as of equal importance to the acquisition of
phonology, syntax and semantics. This book examines in detail what children have to learn to
become mature conversationalists.

304 pages, hardback £25.00 (0631 13984 2)

paperback £8.95 (063114249 5)

The Language of Children and Adolescents
The Acquisition of Sociolinguistic Competence
SUZANNE ROMAINE

An examination of the transition from childhood to adult forms of language, this book is
concerned with the ways in which children acquire the social rules of language and
communication. It shows how children, particularly between the ages of five and fifteen, become
fully fledged members of the adult speech community by acquiring the sociolinguistic rules for the
use of linguistic variables.

320 pages, hardback £22.50 (063112927 8)

paperback £8.50 (063112928 6)

Basil Blackwell

108 Cowley Road, Oxford OX4 1JF
Suite 1505, 432 Park Avenue South, New York NY 10016
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Mind,
Lanquage

a new quarterly journal from Basil Blackwell
CALL FOR PAPERS

In 1986, Basil Blackwell are launching a new journal, Mind and Language, which
aims to publish original articles by researchers in all disciplines connected with
the study of phenomena of mind and language.

Contributors are invited to submit papers now for the first volume of this new
journal.

Format and other information
1. Manuscripts should be submitted to:

Dr Samuel Guttenplan (Executive Editor)
Mind and Language

Birkbeck College

Philosophy Department

Malet Street

London WC1E 7HX

England

2. These should be in triplicate, double spaced throughout, and typed on one
side only of white A4 (8%2"" X 11") paper. Any footnotes should be clearly
numbered and follow the text. In a contribution without footnotes, the
source should follow quotations in the text in the form: (Schenker 1979:23)
and an alphabetical bibliography of all references should follow the text.
Translations, with a record of their source, must be provided for all
quotations not in English. Where quotations in the original language are
considered essential, the translation should be given in a footnote.

3. Itis intended that all papers will be seen by two referees, and that
decisions will be forwarded within one month of receipt of a submission.
Authors may request that their name is withheld from the referees, in
which case it is the responsibility of the author to prepare the manuscript
in such a way that after detachment of the title page there remains no
indication of authorship.

4. Each contributor will receive ten free copies of the journal in which his or
her article appeared. Additional copies may be purchased from Basil
Blackwell Ltd. 108 Cowley Road, Oxford OX4 1JF, England.

(if)
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Language and Experience
Evidence from the Blind Child
BARBARA LANDAU & LILA GLEITMAN

If children learn concepts and the meaning of words from both hearing
and direct observation, how do blind children learn language? Landau
and Gleitman are the first to bring detailed linguistic analysis to this
intriguing question.

Surprisingly, the authors find that the child’s innate capacities act to
override defects in perceiving the environment. They propose a theory
of world learning that recruits syntactic as well as observational
evidence for the acquisition of verbal meaning. The book stands in
direct opposition to many works on the blind which suggest that these
children cannot learn language effectively and that their use of sighted
terms must be meaningless. But even more important is the authors’
hypothesis that the blind child’s problems in learning language are the
same problems that any learner encounters and masters.

Cognitive Science Series, 8

c.£20.50 Hardback 256pp 0-674-51025-9

HARVARD

UNIVERSITY PRESS 126 Buckingham Palace Road London SWIW 9SD

(iif)
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Papers, notes and reviews should be sent to
Dr A. Cruttenden, Department of General
Linguistics, University of Manchester,
Manchester, M13 gPL, England. They
should normally be written in English.
Major articles should not exceed twenty
printed pages.

Three copies of the typescript should be
submitted, one of which should be the top
copy. Contributions should be clearly
typed with double spacing, on one side of
the paper only, using a conventional size of
paper, preferably A4 (or 216 by 28 cm).
Authors should hold one copy for correction
of proofs. Footnotes, which should be as
few as possible, should be listed, double
spaced, on a separate sheet at the end of the
article. Tables and figures should be drawn
on separate pages at the end of the article.
Each table/figure should have a title, and
there should be an indication in the body of
the text as to placement. Tables and figures
should each be numbered independently of
examples of utterances, etc. The title-page
should include the title, author’s name and
affiliation, together with the address to
which proofs are to be sent. Titles should
be so worded that the first part may be used
as a running headline (with a maximum
length of 50 characters, including spaces).
An abstract of the article (max. 120 words)
should be typed on a separate sheet.

Chronological age should be stated in
years, months and (where needed) days as
follows: 4; 5.17. Cited forms should be
underlined to represent italicization in
print. Translational ‘meanings’ should be
placed within single quotation marks.
Emphasis should be marked by the use of
small capitals. Phonetic transcriptions
should, wherever possible, employ the
symbols and conventions of the IPA; they
must never be used in footnotes, and should
in no case be narrower than absolutely

necessary for the purpose.

References are to be made in the text
thus: (Neisser 1967: 222). If the author’s
name is part of the text, the following form
should be used: ‘Piaget (1967: 131)
investigates...". When a work written by
three or more authors is referred to, all
names should be given in the first citation,
with an ampersand linking the last two; e.g.
(Fraser, Bellugi & Brown 1963): in sub-
sequent citations the first name only should
be given, with ‘et al.’ added.

All works referred to should be listed at
the end of the article, double-spaced and
in alphabetical order. The titles of articles

- should as far as possible be abbreviated

according to the conventions of the Lin-

guistic Bibliography of the Permanent

International Committee of Linguists

(CIPL). Examples of references (note the

use of punctuation marks) are:

Carroll, J. B. (1961). Language develop-
ment in children. In S. Saporta (ed.),
Psycholinguistics : a book of readings. New
York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston.

Lenneberg, E. H. (1967). Biological founda-
tions of language. New York: Wiley.

Oldfield, R. C. & Marshall, J. C. (eds)
(1968). Language. Harmondsworth:
Penguin.

Velten, H. V. (1943). The growth of
phonemic and lexical patterns in infant
language. Lg 19. 281—92.

With the exception of the title-page, book
reviews should be submitted in the same
form as articles. The title-page should be
of the following form: :
F. Smith & G. A. Miller (eds), The

genesis of language. Cambridge, Mass.:

MIT Press, 1966. Pp. xii+ 400.

Reviewed by ROGER J. WALES,
Psychology Department,
University of Edinburgh.
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