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VARIETIES OF TEXTUAL VARIANTS:
EVIDENCE FROM THE TSINGHUA
BAMBOO-STRIP *MING XUN MANUSCRIPT

Edward L. Shaughnessy*

Abstract

*Ming xun fidl is a text included among the Tsinghua University
corpus of Warring States manuscripts and corresponds with a
chapter by the same title in the Yi Zhou shu i®Ji&. Although the
manuscript and received text are quite similar, nevertheless there are
numerous textual variants between them. This study provides exam-
ples of these variants, divided into five different categories: mis-
writing or mis-copying; classifier variation; phonetic loans; graphic
similarity; added or deleted text, as well as a sixth type of variant
that might be termed “identical variants.” The study also provides
complete translations of both the manuscript and received text.

Introduction

The fifth volume of the Tsinghua (Qinghua %) University Warring
States bamboo strips has just been published, with six new manu-
scripts.! As with the first four volumes of this corpus, these new manu-
scripts can only be described as of startling significance. They are, in the
order in which they are presented in the volume: Houfu J£5Z, which
includes a passage quoted in the Mencius as coming from the
Documents (shu #),2 and which has therefore been identified as a lost

* Edward L. Shaughnessy & % K, University of Chicago, eshaughn@uchicago.edu.

1. Qinghua daxue Chutu wenxian yanjiu yu baohu zhongxin i 3 K 5% H -+ SCERIF
FEEREE L ed., Li Xueqin 22428, ed.-in-chief, Qinghua daxue cang Zhanguo zhujian
(Wu) 53R BT (ff)  (Shanghai: Zhong Xi, 2015).

I am grateful to Christoph Harbsmeier, David Lebovitz, and Boqun Zhou, with
whom I read this text and whose ideas inform much of the translation.

2. Mengzi #¥, “Liang Hui Wang xia” RHET N (Mengzi zhushu I,
Shisanjing zhushu +=#i%#ied., 1815; rpt. Beijing: Zhonghua, 1980), 2A.11 (2675)
includes the following passage:

(EY B REETR, fE2H, fFzhm, e EfE.

The Documents says: “Heaven sent down the lower people and made for them rulers and
made for them teachers, and said: “‘Would that they help the Lord on High cherish them.””

footnote continued on next page
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chapter of the Shang shu ¥ & or Venerated Documents; Feng Xu zhi ming
B2 fw or The command establishing Xu, which is an example of the
ming 7 or “command” genre that is also represented in the Shang shu;
*Ming xun sl or The instruction on commands, which corresponds
closely with the chapter by that title in the Yi Zhou shu &)H& or
Leftover Zhou documents;? *Tang chu yu Tang Qiu FEZA% . or Tang
resided at Tang Mound, and *Tang zai Di Men ¥ 1E '] or Tang was at
the Di Gate, both of which share formal features and both of which
purport to be conversations between Tang % (i.e., &), the founder of
the Shang dynasty, and Yi Yin f#7*, his counselor; and Yin Gao Zong
wen yu San Shou FXERMIAR=3 or Yin Gao Zong asked the Three
Elders, which purports to be a conversation between the Shang king
Gao Zong 157 (i.e.,, Wu Ding #0]") and three aged advisers, especially
Peng Zu #24H.% Each one of these texts merits detailed study, and will
surely be the topic of much discussion in the years to come.

In the present article, I propose to study just one of these manuscripts:
the *Ming xun or The instruction on commands. The manuscript is not titled,
but the Tsinghua editors have given it the title because, as noted above, it

Compare the following passage in the Tsinghua manuscript Houfu (strip #5):
WREE N R LB 2 A E B LR R E

In antiquity, Heaven sent down the lower people and set up the ten-thousand
countries, and made for them rulers and made for them teachers, and said:
“Would that that they help the Lord on High untangle the lower people’s
flaws.”

Although the correspondence is not exact, it is certainly close enough to suggest the
identity of the two passages. Since the Houfu purports to be a discussion between an
unnamed king of the Xia dynasty and his minister Houfu /%42, and shares both
wording and tone with chapters in the received text of the Shang shu, it would seem
to be a reasonable inference that it is the text quoted by the Mencius.

3. There follow the recent Western practice of differentiating between manuscripts
that are explicitly titled and those for which the modern editors have assigned the title
by marking the latter type of title with an *-asterisk.

4. For Houfu, see Qinghua daxue cang Zhanguo zhujian (Wu), shang t, 2—3 (full-size
photographs), shang, 25—36 (enlarged photographs), xia T, 109-16 (transcription and
commentary by Zhao Ping’an #°V*%2); Feng Xu zhi ming: shang, 4-5, shang, 37-44,
xia, 117-23 (Li Xueqin); *Ming xun: shang, 6-9, shang, 45-57, xia, 124—33 (Liu
Guozhong #IBE); *Tang chu yu Tanggiu: shang, 10-13, shang, 59-70, xia, 134—40
(Shen Jianhua JL#%#); *Tang zai Di Men: shang, 14-17, shang, 71-83, xia, 14148 (Li
Shoukui %5F#%); Yin Gao Zong wen yu San Shou: shang, 18-21, shang, 85-105, xia,
149-60 (Li Junming Z=$58).
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corresponds quite closely with a chapter by that title in the received text of
the Yi Zhou shu. The manuscript is written on fifteen bamboo strips, a
complete strip being about 49 cm long by .6 cm wide, and originally
bound with three binding straps. The text is virtually complete, and
very clearly written in the script of the state of Chu 4. Strips 1, 2, 3, 7,
9, 14, and 15 are all broken at the top, with the loss of one or two characters
each; strip 12 is broken at the bottom with the loss of probably three char-
acters; and strip 14 is also broken in the middle with the loss of one other
character. Other than the final strip (#15), the strips are numbered on the
back, though the number on strip 4 is missing and the number on strip 12
would have come at the point at which the strip is broken and is thus
missing. As are all of the Tsinghua manuscripts, the *Ming xun is beauti-
fully published, first with full-size color photographs, then with enlarged
color photographs, followed by transcriptions and notes, and finally with
a complete index of character shapes (wenzi bian S “F#i). The Tsinghua
editor of this manuscript is Liu Guozhong %1[# £}, a member of the editor-
ial team assembled by the Center for the Study and Preservation
of Excavated Manuscripts (Chutu wenxian yanjiu yu baohu zhongxin
th b SCRRAT 9T BLORE ) of Tsinghua University.

The “Ming xun” chapter is the second text in the received text of the Yi
Zhou shu, following immediately after “Du xun” F£ill or “The instruc-
tion on degrees” and preceding “Chang xun” %l or “The instruction
on constancies.” As Liu Guozhong points out in his prefatory remarks
to the Tsinghua *Ming xun, these three chapters of the Yi Zhou shu all
share similar formats, wording, and philosophy. All three discuss
heaven’s giving birth to the people and the creation of “degrees” (du
f£), primarily by “enlightened kings” (ming wang ¥ T). The texts are
marked by explicit parallel structures, both in their overall argumenta-
tion and also at the level of the sentence, discussing how good order
should be developed to the full (ji #if), but not made absolute, being flex-
ible within certain constancies. As Liu Guozhong notes, all three texts
are very much of a piece, and must have been composed at the same
time. In the past, these three chapters were relatively neglected, and
even suspected of being Han or later compositions. With the discovery
of the Qinghua text of *Ming xun, it is now clear that this one text, at
least, dates no later than the fourth century B.c.E. It stands to reason
that the other two texts should also date to the same period.

The three chapters “Du xun,” “Ming xun” and “Chang xun” are not
the only portion of the Yi Zhou shu that has been relatively neglected in
Chinese textual scholarship. Indeed, the entire text has received less
attention than it is due. Tradition holds that the Yi Zhou shu was origin-
ally a collection of seventy Zhou dynasty texts that Confucius left out
(yi i) of his collection of the Shang shu, which is supposed to have
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originally included exactly one hundred chapters. In the “Yiwen zhi”
#& or “Record of arts and letters” chapter of the Han shu %, the
Yi Zhou shu (referred to as simply Zhou shu Ji#) is listed together
with the Shang shu. However, beginning with the “Jingji zhi” £&4&& or
“Record of classics and texts” bibliography of the Sui shu F&&, the title
was relegated to the category “Miscellaneous Histories” (za shi 4 52).
The oldest extant edition is a Yuan-dynasty edition of 1354, but this has
rarely been seen in subsequent centuries. In the preface to the earliest crit-
ical edition, Lu Wenchao J& 57 (1717-1795) cites seven different editions
that he consulted, his base text being a Jiajing 5%¥% era (1507-1567) text of
a Zhang Nie % 8%, which is reproduced in the Sibu congkan VU3 T
edition of the Yi Zhou shu. During the nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies, the Yi Zhou shu attracted attention from such notable scholars as
Wang Niansun T %7 (1744-1832), Ding Zongluo T 7% (1771-1841),
Chen Fengheng B4 (1778-1855), Tang Dapei f&Kiili (fl. 1836), Zhu
Youzeng &A% (1838 jinshi), Sun Yirang f4ifi¥ (1848-1908), and Liu
Shipei AT} (1884-1919), all of whom authored commentaries or critical
textual studies.® Throughout most of the twentieth century, however, the
text lapsed into obscurity again, with only certain chapters attracting
attention.® More recently, Huang Huaixin ¥1%{% has produced both a
modern translation and also a collected-commentaries edition that has
now become a standard edition, at least in mainland China.”

5. Lu Wenchao’s critical edition, simply entitled Yi Zhou shu i%J& %, was originally
published in his Baojingtang congshu #3485 # % (1786), and is reprinted in the Sibu
beiyao PUFE % edition. For the others, see Ding Zongluo T 5%, Yi Zhou shu guanjian
% #EE% (Haikang i BE: Yuyuan L[, 1825); Wang Niansun T &¥4, Du Yi Zhou shu
za zhi FRFAEEMSE, in Huang Qing jingjie xubian SIHHAEMM (Jiangyin TLF2:
Nanjing shuyuan 7§ % #Ekx, 1888), juan. 209-12; Chen Fengheng Fii&H, Zhou shu
buzhu JHEME (iangdu: YLES: Xiumei shan guan E#51LI6E, 1825); Tang Dapei &K
i, Yi Zhou shu fenbian jushi )85 745 FE (Taibei: Xuesheng, 1969); Zhu Youzeng
KAG, Zhou shu ji xun jinoshi JH EHFIKRE (iading 7 €: Guiyanzhai B, 1846);
Sun Yirang #4367, Zhou shu jiaobu JFEEME (Ruian Hi%: Zhouqing E, 1900);
Liu Shipei 2fifi%%, Zhou shu buzheng JAEHHIE, in Liu Shenshu xiansheng yishu %] H X
JetEIEHE 4 vols. (1934-36; rpt. Taibei: Daxin, 1965), vol. 2, 867-933.

6. In 1976, Huang Peirong #ifi5 completed a Ph.D. dissertation entitled “Zhou shu
yanjiu” JA ZHF7 (Taiwan University, 1976). For a brief introduction to the Yi Zhou shu,
see Michael Loewe, ed., Early Chinese Texts: A Bibliographical Guide (Berkeley, CA:
Society for the Study of Early China and Institute of East Asian Studies, University
of California, Berkeley, 1993), 229-33. In English, the only monographic treatment to
be accorded the Yi Zhou shu is Robin McNeal, Conquer and Govern: Early Chinese
Military Texts from the Yizhou Shu (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2012),
which provides a translation of five chapters of the text (chapters 6-10).

7. Huang Huaixin #1(5, Yi Zhou shu jinobu zhuyi 38 EHRAHARE (Xi'an: Xibei
daxue, 1996); Huang Huaixin, Zhang Maorong 5&###%, and Tian Xudong HIJH, Yi
Zhou shu huijiao jizhu 1% 8 & 55T (rev. ed. Shanghai: Shanghai, Guji 2007).
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The *Ming xun text, whether of the Tsinghua manuscript or as a chapter
of the Yi Zhou shu, is a very tightly structured essay, discussing the
methods and aims of governance. It can be divided into three major sec-
tions. The first section enumerates six general methods or tools of govern-
ance: “commands” (ming fi7), “good fortune” (fu #&), “misfortune” (huo
), “shame” (chi ) or “disgrace” (chou BE),® “rewards” (shang ¥), and
“punishments” (fa #i). According to the text, if these six tools are correctly
implemented then “the degrees of good order will reach to the limit” (du
zhi yu ji FEZ T H%). However, the second section introduces a complica-
tion: deliberately pushing these methods to their limit produces a
counter-effect, which results in disorder. The third section then provides
a still more detailed list of twelve ways in which the ruler interacts with
the people: “soothing” (fu ), “harmonizing” (he #1), “gathering” (lian
#), “entertaining” (yu @), “instructing” (xun #ll), “teaching” (jino #1),
“governing” (zheng 1E), “mobilizing” (dong #]), “encouraging” (quan #),
“terrifying” (wei %), “looking upon” (lin fif), and “putting in motion”
(xing 17), as well as the means that he uses to do so: “generosity” (hui
H), “equality” (jun 34J), “sorrow” (ai %), “joy” (le 4%), “ritual” (li 1%), “gov-
ernment” (zheng 1), “tasks” (shi %), “awards” (shang &), “punishments”
(fa &), “centeredness” (zhong "), and “balance” (quan #), working
forward and backwards and then forward again through these lists,
counseling their implementation, but always in moderation. Much of
the advice to avoid extremes will be familiar from other Warring States
philosophical works. For instance, the superior is advised “to harmonize
them (i.e., the people) with equality” (e zhi yi jun 12 LL34)), but “equality
is not identical” (jun bu yi $JA4~—), for “if equality is identical then it is not
harmonious” (jun yi bu he ¥5J—ANHl). This is similar to the dictum in the
Analects of Confucius “to harmonize but not to treat as the same” (he er
bu tong M A [F]). Being “centered” (zhong) and being “balanced” (quan)
are particularly emphasized as the most important of these means.

While the Tsinghua *Ming xun manuscript and the Yi Zhou shu “Ming
xun” chapter are extremely similar, such that there can be no doubt that
they are simply two versions of a single text, a comparison of the two texts
reveals numerous variant readings. Liu Guozhong argues that the var-
iants show the received text to be decidedly corrupt, and it is hard to dis-
agree with this appraisal. I am well aware that much recent scholarship
argues that it is misguided to prefer one variant to another.” However,

8. Aswill be noted below (n. 12), whereas the manuscript writes chi B “shame,” the
received text systematically writes chou i “disgrace.”

9. For perhaps the most eloquent statement of this argument, see Bernard
Cerquiglini, Eloge de la variante: Histoire critique de la philology (Paris: Editions du

footnote continued on next page
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not all variants are created equal. It is clear that over the course of the two
or more millennia of the text’s transmission, one or probably more than
one copyist or scribe did not fully understand the fine points of the
text, and introduced any number of errors into it. Indeed, it is not
altogether surprising that the received text of the “Ming xun” text
should have been relatively neglected throughout history; it simply
does not read as well as it should. However, the Tsinghua manuscript
shows that the text was once quite precise and quite subtle.

To demonstrate the advantages of the manuscript probably requires a
complete translation of the text, preferably also comparing it with the
received text. I will do this, providing complete translations of both ver-
sions of the text (as well as a separate “structured” translation that I
hope will reveal some of the internal structure of the text). However, in
the hope of drawing some more general conclusions concerning the
process of textual transmission in traditional China, I will precede these
translations with a consideration of the varieties of variants found in the
two texts.

Some problems in the received text had already been identified by
earlier scholars (though some of their suggestions have also proven to
be wrong). But many others have come to light only with the appearance
of the Tsinghua manuscript. In addition to shedding important light on
this one text, the differences between the Tsinghua *Ming xun and the
received “Ming xun” provide excellent illustrations of the many differ-
ent varieties of textual variants found in all received Chinese texts, and
thus can have a more general significance as well. In this article, I
propose to examine five different types of variants found in the
Tsinghua *Ming xun and the received “Ming xun” text. I will give two
examples of each: simple writing or copying errors; classifier variation;
phonetic loans; variants caused by graphic similarity; and the addition
or deletion of words, sometimes apparently for the purpose of making
an intended reading more explicit. I will also include one pseudo-
variant, which may be even more illustrative of editorial practices,
both traditional and modern. In most cases (though not necessarily in
all), it seems certain, as suggested by Liu Guozhong, that the reading
of the Tsinghua manuscript is preferable to that of the received text in

Seuil, 1989).  myself have made a similar argument with respect to variants in the Zhou
Yi 1% or Zhou Changes and its tradition; see Xia Hanyi 5 %, “Jianlun ‘Yuedu
xiguan’: Yi Shangbo Zhou Yi Jing gua wei 1i” i HFEEA": LA EE (A 5-98) #
Jatl, Jianbo kR 4 (2009), 385-94.
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the Yi Zhou shu.'® Most of these variants were doubtless caused simply
by the vagaries of traditional textual transmission, exacerbated in the
case of the Y7 Zhou shu by its non-canonical status and relative neglect
by serious editors. However, some seem to have been deliberate
attempts to “improve” the text.

Between the Tsinghua *Ming xun and the received text of the “Ming
xun” chapter of the Yi Zhou shu, there are of course numerous more
or less incidental variants for which a systematic critical edition
would need to account, but which will have to pass more or less undis-
cussed here. These include the systematic variation between the manu-
script’s cai /" and the received text’s zai £ in the sense of “in” or “at,”
between the manuscript’s ru 41 and the received text’s ruo # in the
sense of “if,” or the manuscript’s wang T- and the received text’s wu
fit in the sense of “there is none.”!! Other occasional variants that do
not seem to affect the sense of the text are between the manuscript’s
nai )4 and the received text’s ze HI| in the sense of “then” (as seen on
strip #8), or between the manuscript’s jue 5 “their; those” and the
received text’s ci I “these” (strip #10). The difference between the
manuscript’s negative fu ¥ and the received text’s bu /A on strip #3
might be more important, but this variation is extremely common in
excavated manuscripts and the present example does not shed any add-
itional light on the usage of the two negatives. I will also not discuss
cases of the presence or absence of the pronoun gi } (e.g., on strips
##7 and 8) or of the particles yi % (strip #8) or ye t (e.g., in the received
text corresponding to strip #8). Nor will I discuss the systematic vari-
ation between the manuscript’s chi Ji “ashamed” and the received
text’s chou B “disgraced,”’? or between such synonymous locutions

10. Ananonymous referee for Early China objects to any notion of text criticism that
prefers one variant over another. Conceptually interesting though such an objection
may be—especially for temporally parallel texts—it has been well documented for cen-
turies that when texts are transmitted by scribal copying, variants are almost invariably
introduced into the copies. It seems worthwhile studying how these variants may have
been produced.

11. The variation between wang T and wu # is common in Chinese excavated
texts. Indeed, many readers simply read T- as wu, and unproblematically transcribe
it as 7C or #&. The *Ming xun manuscript may offer some support for this reading prac-
tice. On strip #11, there is a passage written as 122 L7, but read, primarily on the
basis of the received text, as fu zhi yi hui 2 LAE “soothe them with generosity.” If
17 is indeed to be read as fu #& “to soothe,” then it would demonstrate phonetic
contact between T and wu f.

12. Chi B “ashamed” and chou B{ “disgraced” are synonyms, and the variation
between them does not influence the meaning, at least very much. It is, however, inter-
esting to note that in the “Chang xun” chapter of the Yi Zhou shu, the “six limits” (liu ji

footnote continued on next page
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as the manuscript’s tong sang JH%# “to be pained by mourning” and
the received text’s wu si 35t “to hate death” (strip #4). Instead, I hope
that the variations I propose to examine will have more general
implications.

In the examples examined below, “T” represents the “Tsinghua” manu-
script, while “Y” represents the “Yi Zhou shu” received text. For the manu-
script, I provide two transcriptions, the first, “T1,” a direct transcription
that attempts to reflect exactly what is written, and the second, “T2,” an
interpretive “exploded” reading, which is that which the Tsinghua
editor adds in parentheses. I include the punctuation given by the
editor. I indicate in parentheses the number of the strip on which the
text in question is found. Below these two transcriptions, I give the cor-
responding text in the Yi Zhou shu, as found in the Sibu congkan edition
of the text. I provide punctuation for this text as well, to make the
reading easier to follow, though it was not originally punctuated. I
also provide English translations of both the manuscript and received
text. I highlight the variation in question with underlining in the
Chinese and by italics in the English. I have strived to render the
variants explicit in both translations. For the complete context of both
versions of the text, see the complete translations given in the Appendices
to this article.

Variety 1: Mis-Writing or Mis-Copying

The first example seems to be a case of simple mis-writing or mis-
copying on the part of the manuscript scribe. The second example
seems to be a simple case of transposition, in which the received text
has copied a passage from another portion of the text and inserted it
in place of an original passage.

EXAMPLE 1
T1: KAy Lhg I E [10]

T2:  REE&G e (2D H
Y: B 2 MO A LA 2

75Hik) are enumerated as “command” (ming i), “hearing” (ting #f), “good fortune”
(fu 48), “awards” (shang ), “misfortune” (huo ), and “punishment” (fa &i). In his
critical edition, Lu Wenchao emended ting 5 to chou &, presumably on the basis of
other usage throughout this and the other two related chapters. Now with the corre-
sponding word in the *Ming xun manuscript being chi B, written as {H, it seems possible
to explain this variant: some early version of the “Chang xun” chapter doubtless also read
either H or, more likely %, and the “ear signific” caused this to be mistaken for ting Hi.

https://doi.org/10.1017/eac.2016.4 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/eac.2016.4

VARIETIES OF TEXTUAL VARIANTS 119

T: Heaven therefore made radiant the mandate in order to command
power saying:

Y: Enlightened kings for this reason made radiant the mandate in order
to command them saying:

“To command power” (ming li iy J) makes no sense in the context. For
this reason, the Tsinghua editor places the pronoun zhi Z “them” in par-
entheses after li 7] in his transcription, indicating that he understands
the graph to be mis-written. Of course, his understanding is doubtless
influenced by the received text, which does indeed have a zhi 2 after
the verb ming #i. The editor adds a note in which he remarks simply
enough that he suspects that li is an error. In the manuscript, /i is
written =, which is not particularly graphically similar to zhi, written
on the same strip as . Nevertheless, although the stroke order is certain-
ly different, perhaps the two characters are similar enough in shape to
cause them to be mistaken. Of course, it is also possible that this was
just a slip of the brush. In any event, the reading of the received text cer-
tainly seems preferable here.

EXAMPLE 2
T M4 ABEELANEmMEREETR (2]
T2:  AREREN, ABESE, WOAETTEE, HIREE Tk,
Y:  RERREN. REMERCT? PR, HIEE T

T: Good fortune and riches depend on men. Can men reside in them
(i.e., can men be content with them)? If they do not reside in them
and yet take seriously propriety, then degrees will reach to the

limit.
Y: Good fortune and riches depend on men. Can they be without

warning? If they are warned and regret mistakes, then degrees will
reach to the limit.

The sentence immediately after this in the manuscript text reads (again
marking variants vis-a-vis the received text):

Ti: WAIREMEEZ G BN EELGETN B EE T R
[2-3]

T2 BUEAEM 2. BBEN. AHT? msimee, WEET
i

Y. REGREIAEMEEZAN, N REBERFE? HFEmigE, AEETE.

[The Overseer of Virtue] also oversees impropriety and sends down on it
misfortune. Misfortune and mistakes depend on men. [Can] men be
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without chastisement? If they are chastised and regret mistakes, then
degrees will reach to the limit.

Y: [The Overseer of Virtue] also oversees impropriety and sends down on it
misfortune, which depends on men. Can men be without chastisement?
If they are chastised and regret mistakes, then degrees will reach to the
limit.

Whereas in this subsequent sentence, “chastisement” (cheng ) and
“regretting mistakes” (hui guo i) are directly related to the “misfor-
tune and mistakes” (huo guo i) that “depend on men” (zai ren 1t
A), they have nothing to do with “good fortune and riches” (fu lu 1@
%), the topic of the former sentence. For this reason, Tang Dapei & K
55 (fl. 1836) had already suggested in his Yi Zhou shu fenbian jushi 1%
JH &5 4m 5% that the two phrases highlighted above were corrupt,
having been copied from the following sentence. The manuscript con-
firms that he was quite right in his intuition, and presents us with a
better reading of this passage.!3

Variety 2: Classifier Variation

The next examples are both simple cases of the addition or not of a clas-
sifier, in this case a distinction between zhong 11 “centered” and zhong &
“loyal,” the latter differentiated by the addition of a “heart” signific. A
similar case perhaps of classifier variation is discussed below as a case
of a pseudo-variant in Example 11.

EXAMPLE 3
Ti: Bz [12]
T2: Rz
Y: ERz UG
look upon them with centeredness

Y:  look upon them with loyalty

13. Tang Dapei, Yi Zhou shu fenbian jushi, 24. Actually, the manuscript itself seems
slightly incorrect here, in that it seems to be missing a question particle hu F- at the end
of the phrase ren neng ju ABEJE “can mankind be content?” While it is the case that
question particles are not essential in rhetorical questions such as this, that hu occurs
in the following four parallel questions in the text strongly suggests that it should
occur here as well. A very similar phrase, min neng ju hu [REE/EF “can the people
be content?,” appears in the “Du xun” chapter of the Yi Zhou shu; Yi Zhou shu, 1.1b.
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EXAMPLE 4
T AR [12]
T2: AR
Y:  EARE

T:  centeredness is not loyal
Y:  loyalty is not loyal

Although in the first of these two cases either reading is perfectly possible
grammatically, either “look upon them (ie., the people) with centered-
ness” or “look upon them with loyalty,” conceptually the manuscript
reading would seem to be preferable. Much of the discussion in this
chapter, and especially that in the section immediately preceding that in
which these examples are found, revolves around the desirability of not
going to excess. Being “centered” would seem to be consistent with this.
Moreover, zhong & “loyalty” is a desired attribute of the people, but not
of the superior who here “looks upon” (lin ki) the people. The logic of
this seems to be confirmed in the second case: “loyalty is not loyal”
seems to be nonsensical, whereas “centeredness is not loyal” is not only a
striking sort of wordplay (one might be tempted to translate “centeredness
is not self-centered,” but English “self-centered” has a different sense from
zhong &), but also constitutes a philosophically interesting statement.

Variety 3: Phonetic Loans

The next two examples are both cases of phonetic loans, one of the more
common sorts of variation in Chinese texts of all periods. The first
example comes from the same strip as the two examples examined
above, and would seem to illustrate the same sort of wordplay on the
part of the *Ming xun author.

EXAMPLE 5
T EZVE [12]
Ta:  IEZ A
Y:  EZ U

T:  govern them with government
Y:  shake them with government

Although “govern them with government” sounds almost tautological
in English, in Chinese the expression sounds quite eloquent.
Moreover, the author of the *Ming xun seems to be using the language
here in the same way he used the phrase “centeredness is not loyal”
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(zhong bu zhong 1A 8 above. The variant in the received text, zhen &,
apparently a phonetic loan for zheng 1E (zheng II- had an archaic pronun-
ciation of something like *teph, while zhen 7% had an archaic pronunci-
ation something like *(m-don'4), has such meanings as “to shake; to
rattle (both literally and figuratively); to bestir; to inspire.” In English,
many of these meanings sound like they would be appropriate functions
for “government.” However, while I would not want to be categorical
about this, in Chinese texts of this period zhen as a transitive verb is
not usually attributed to government.

EXAMPLE 6
T EEEEF [9]
Ta: EBEEX
Y:  EERHIEX

T:  sacrificing excessively will ruin their households
Y:  sacrificing excessively then will quit their households

This phrase comes in the context of doing various activities to excess.
The fuller context reads as follows:

Ti: BEAR ZBIREBAUZE K FFe  [8-9]
T2: ERIRE, RERES, 2% EBR.
Y:  ARARAIRIR, RIBRIEE, EERERK.

If misfortune is pressed to the limit, then the people will be terrified,
and if the people are terrified then they will sacrifice excessively,
and sacrificing excessively will ruin their households.

Y: If misfortune is pressed to the limit, then the people will turn to ghosts,
and if the people turn to ghosts then they will sacrifice excessively, and
sacrificing excessively then will quit their households.

Kong Chao fLJ& (fl. c. C.E. 265), the earliest commentator on the Yi Zhou
shu, commented on the line yin ji ze ba jin F4% IR “sacrificing exces-
sively then will quit their households”:

14. For these pronunciations, see Axel Schuessler, Minimal Old Chinese and Later
Han Chinese: A Companion to Grammata Serica Recensa (Honolulu: University of
Hawai'i Press, 2009), 138, 328. Whereas the archaic pronunciations are quite distinct,
the respective medieval pronunciations became much closer: according to
Schuessler, zheng 1E had a later Han pronunciation something like *tSen, while zhen
7% had a medieval pronunciation perhaps like *tsjen (as given for ). This perhaps sug-
gests that the variant entered the text sometime after the Han dynasty.
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AR B HLIV H A
Exhaust their resources hoping not to have misfortune.!s

Clearly, this is more or less what the sentence means. 5E, normally read
ba and meaning “to quit, to stop” or bi “to scatter,” also has a reading of
pi meaning “tired, worn-out; weak; defeated,” and it is this latter
reading that later editors of the Yi Zhou shu have generally adopted,
both in Kong Chao’s commentary and in the main text. It is also the
reading that Liu Guozhong adopts for the % of the manuscript. This
is a reasonable, but not a necessary, reading. Perhaps an easier
reading of the manuscript character would be as the protograph of po
filf “to smash, to ruin” or of pi # “to split; to break off”: i.e., “ruin
their households,” as I translate it.

Variety 4: Graphic Similarity

The fourth type of variant that I propose to discuss involves differences
that develop from graphic similarity between two characters. Again, I
will give two examples of this type of variant. I would suggest that
both of them derive from serious misinterpretations of the underlying
text.

EXAMPLE 7
T RIREMEAWEUIZGTHEHE (3]

T2 KEAEMRAY, EUYIZ, GETET?
Y:  RERAETEAY, BUZ, T2

T:  When the people from birth are ashamed of not being enlightened, and
superiors because of this enlighten them, can they be without shame?

Y:  When people from birth are disgraced by not being enlightened, and
there is nothing with which to enlighten them, can they be without
disgrace?

Although this passage includes three important lexical variants—chi §
“ashamed” vs. chou i “disgraced,” shang I “superior” vs. wu # “there
is nothing,” and wang T “there is none” vs. wu “there is none”—I will
focus here only on the variation between shang | “superior” vs. wu
“there is nothing.” The focus of the *Ming xun manuscript, just as it is the
focus of the “Ming xun” chapter of the Yi Zhou shu, and also the related
“Du xun” and “Chang xun” chapters, is the methods by which

ae 4

15. Lu Wenchao emended the apparently meaningless gie H. here to read ji ¥ “to
hope for,” an emendation accepted by all subsequent editors; for Lu’s emendation, see
Yi Zhou shu (Sibu beiyao ed.), 1.3b.
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government can bring about good order. Elsewhere in the text, shang |
is used several times in the sense of political “superiors” (e.g., on strips 4,
8 and 9), and the passage here would seem to make it the responsibility
of these superiors to enlighten the unenlightened people. The reading of
the received text misses this sense entirely. Moreover, not only is it not
consistent with this overall philosophical position, but it is also not very
interesting philosophically; after all, if the people are disgraced from
birth by not being enlightened, and if there is truly no means to enlight-
en them, then how indeed could they be without disgrace!

It would seem that the commentary of Kong Chao was based on a text
that read more or less as does the manuscript:

AFHBE, #HIEER/E

It does not put this in terms of the disgraced ones, but seems to speak of the
superior being the lord.

The only apparent explanation for Kong Chao’s mention of a “superior”
(shang ) in his comment is that this word was in the text on which he
was commenting.

While of course there is no graphic similarity between shang | and
wu &, this variant masks what must have been a different variant
earlier in the transmission of the text. Shang I, whether written as &
(transcribed by the Tsinghua editors as i£) as here,'® or as £ as elsewhere
in Warring States manuscripts,'” is strikingly similar to wang T-, written
as (e in Warring States manuscripts. As noted above (n. 11), Chinese
readers routinely read T as wu and often simply write the character
as #&. Some copyist at some point in time must have seen £ and under-
stood it as tk, and sometime later some other copyist transposed this
wang T- into the wu & of the received text.

EXAMPLE 8

A sentence found on strip #8 includes several variants of various kinds.
One of these seems to be based on an underlying graphic similarity
between yi \, read by the Tsinghua editor as the protograph of dai /£
“to substitute,” and jie & “to warn.”

T BAAIREZEGUOT ErTRER (8]
T2: e RIREEZ, JiWEay LRH B, FRRRELR.

16. Elsewhere in the manuscript (e.g., at strip #8), shang is written simply as Lk, i.e.,
k. It is unclear to me whether the different orthography carries any semantic
distinction.

17. For this form of shang I, see Gao Ming =#] and Tu Baikui ¥ H%, eds.,
Guwenzi leibian 1t L7 JF#4# (2nd rev. ed. Shanghai: Shanghai Guji, 2008), 367.

https://doi.org/10.1017/eac.2016.4 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/eac.2016.4

VARIETIES OF TEXTUAL VARIANTS 125

Y. A RIRE, RERIUEG, Bablei b, RIFARREL.

T:  If commands are pressed to the limit, then the people will let them fall
away and then lay waste to the commands in order to replace their
superiors, and will be endangered by chaos indeed.

Y: If commands are pressed to the limit, then the people will let them fall,
and if the people let them fall then they will lay waste to the commands,
and laying waste to the commands will warn their superiors, then they
will be endangered by chaos.

Yi X is written in the manuscript as . This could easily have been read
by any copyist as ge X “dagger-axe,” regularly written as % in Warring
States manuscripts, and interpreted as the protograph for either jie /& “to
put on guard” (written in Warring States manuscripts as ¥), or that in
turn as the protograph for the jie # “to warn” of the received text.!®
Once again we have a case of graphic similarity leading to an almost non-
sensical received reading. Whereas it is easy to see why the people
“replacing” (dai f{) their superiors would be perceived to run the
danger of chaos, it is very hard indeed to see why their “warning” (jie
i) their superiors should do so. The difference between ¢ and = is
tiny, but the significance for the text is great. We have here a classic dem-
onstration of the Chinese proverb cha zhi hao i, shi zhi gian li 72 %8,
K2z FH “missing it by an inch and losing it by a thousand miles.”

Variety 5: Added or Deleted Text

The final variety of variants that I propose to discuss involves additional
material found in the received text vis-a-vis the manuscript. While of
course there is no way to be sure of what the underlying cause of
such additions may have been, context may allow some explanation
to be divined.

EXAMPLE 9
T1:  ZMAEIM AT R G2 T ik [=1

T2: WA RLTEAT, RIREE Tk,
Y EABIMEAT AR, AR TR,

T:  Ifthey have shame and constantly behave, then degrees will reach to the
limit.

18. For these forms of ge X and jie 1, see Gao Ming and Tu Baikui, Guwenzi leibian,
619 and 213.
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Y:  If they have disgrace and insistently practice not being disgraced, then
degrees will reach to the limit.

Ti: KRBT [10]

Ta:  FESERIAAT

Y: ARERRTE

T:  Of good fortune there is nothing greater than behaving.

Y:  Of good fortune there is nothing greater than practicing propriety.

These two passages, from different portions of the text, both feature
the word xing 1T, and the parallels between them—both in the manu-
script and in the received text—show that the writer or editor was
intending an emphatic sense for the word. Xing is, of course, a very
common verb, with both intransitive and transitive uses, in addition
to several nominal uses as well. The normal intransitive use of xing is
“to walk” and many related senses, while the transitive use normally
means “to put into motion, to put into practice” as well as many
related senses. In the first passage of the manuscript above, xing is an
intransitive verb, but it surely does not mean just “to walk.” Instead,
it must mean something like “to behave,” i.e., “to behave properly,”
an unusual but not wholly unattested meaning.!” In the second
example, this verbal sense has been nominalized into “behaving” or
“good behavior.” In the received text, however, both cases of xing
have been turned into transitive verbs (“to practice, to put into practice”)

19. For similar examples, see Zuo zhuan 714% “Yin” & 3:
A, BT, K&, T3, W, BHL PifsIEE,

The lord being proper, the minister behaving, the father being loving, the son
being filial, the older brother being caring, and younger brother being respect-
ful are what are called the six compliances.
See Chunqiu Zuo zhuan zheng yi FAK /24 1E38 (Shisan jing zhushu -+ =516 ed., 1815;
rpt. Beijing: Zhonghua, 1980), 3.22 (1724). See also Lunyu i, “Wei Ling Gong” 1# %

AT

2 (Lunyu zhushu BB, [Shisan jing zhushu ed.], 15.61 [2517]):

THRAAT. TH: (586G, TR, BEEESZI8, TR SAGE, T4
W, BNEE, 7T

Zi Zhang asked about (good) behavior. The Master said: “If one speaks loyally
and credibly and one behaves generously and respectfully, then even abroad
in the countries of the barbarians it certainly counts as good behavior. If one
does not speak loyally and credibly and one does not behave generously or
respectfully, then even at home would it count as good behavior?

I am grateful to Christoph Harbsmeier for suggesting these parallels.
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by the addition of direct objects (bu chou AN “not being disgraced” and
yi 3% “propriety”). It would seem that some editor of the received “Ming
xun” chapter of the Yi Zhou shu regarded the intransitive usage of xing as
incorrect or incomplete. The meaning is essentially the same as “to
behave oneself,” but in these passages the received text has taken an
interesting idiosyncrasy of the text and transformed it into a fairly ped-
estrian platitude.

It would seem that the intransitive usage of xing in the sense of “to
behave oneself” was usually a characteristic of the author of the *Ming
xun text. It appears also in two other sentences of the text, one of
which is preserved essentially without change in the received text,
and one of which is completely changed.

Tr: EACBRAPA G _AIAT (6]
T2:  IEANTARRIRE, RIGRIARAT.
Y: IEABERRAIAE, AMERIAMT

If in governing men there are not limits, then they will not be sincere,
and if they are not sincere then they will not behave.

Y: Ifin governing men there are not limits, then they will not be sincere,
and if they are not sincere then they will not behave.

T AT (8]

T2:  FRHFIRIALT

Y:  AMAIALE

T:  If they do not know it, then they will not behave.
Y:  If ignorant, then they will not survive.

On the other hand, there is another occurrence of the verb xing that
comes just two sentences after this last example. In this case, it is the
manuscript that adds a word causing xing to have a transitive use in
the sense “to put into effect,” though this sense is masked to some
extent by a preposing of the object wei # “disobedience.”

T SRAIRRITE_FEAAT (8]
Ta: AR RORE, OBk B, 1B BAAT.
Yo RARAIRAR, RAERRITE, T8 AT,

If good fortune is pressed to the limit, then the people will be enriched;
if the people being enriched strive for goodness, then in striving for
goodness disobedience will not be put into practice.
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Y: If good fortune is taken to the limit, then the people will be enriched,
and if the people being enriched then strive for goodness, then in
striving?® for goodness will not behave.

As can be seen here, the received text does not include the word wei #,
doubtless to be understood as wei & “to disobey; disobedience.” If this
sentence were viewed in isolation, the reading of the manuscript would
doubtless be preferable; it would serve as an exhortation toward good-
ness: good fortune enriches the people, which encourages them to
improve themselves and not to disobey their superiors. However, this
conclusion is out of place in the immediate context of the text, which pre-
sents a series of counter-effects that are not desirable. The sentences
immediately before and after read as follows:

T BaIREZEGUOT EoTRER (8]
T2: aRIREZ, JiEabUCH E, JhELR .
Y: A RIRE, RERIWEG, BEdableid b, RFaREL.

If commands are pressed to the limit, then the people will let them fall
away and then lay waste to the commands in order to replace their
superiors, and will be endangered by chaos indeed.

Y: If commands are pressed to the limit, then the people will let them fall,
and if the people let them fall then they will lay waste to the commands,
and laying waste to the commands will warn their superiors, then they
will be endangered by chaos.

Tr:  RFRR_ AR5 - [89]
T2: ARAANRE, RABANES, BEAER.
Y ARARIRR, RBRNES, ERAER.

If misfortune is pressed to the limit, then the people will be terrified,
and if the people are terrified then they will sacrifice excessively,
and sacrificing excessively will ruin their households.

Y: If misfortune is pressed to the limit, then the people will turn to ghosts,
and if the people turn to ghosts then they will sacrifice excessively, and
sacrificing excessively then will quit their households.

It can be seen from these sentences that the conclusions to the sentences
are all negative, and so should be as well in the sentence in question
here. This is indeed the reading of the received text, which does not

20. For gan T “to strive,” here, some editions of the received text write yu T “in,”
which however hardly makes any sense in the context.
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7

include the word wei “disobedience,” and so the verb xing has to be
intransitive, meaning “to behave”: “in striving for goodness (the
people) will not behave.” It is curious that the manuscript mistakes
this usage, but it is a clear mistake.

EXAMPLE 10
T EHERPE  [11]
T2: HITNREE
Y:  HEKRER, EEAREE
Of awards there is nothing greater than yielding;

Y:  Of awards there is nothing greater than trust and propriety. Of yield-
ing there is nothing greater than buying superiors.

Here some editor of the received text has attempted to correct what he
apparently perceived to be a flaw in the text, but in doing so shows that
he did not understand the underlying logic of the text. Both the *Ming
xun and “Ming xun” texts are organized in groups of six, and stress
this enumeration, as also in the sentence immediately following this
one, by referring to “these six things” (ci liu zhe M.757). It is clear
throughout the text that these six things are “commands” (ming i),
“good fortune” (fu #f), “misfortune” (huo #%), “shame” (chi i) or “dis-
grace” (chou W), “rewards” (shang ¥), and “punishments” (fa #i).2!
However, in this section of the text (text found on strips ##8-11), only
five of these topics conclude with the formula “of X there is nothing
greater than Y” (X mo da yu 5 KJi? Y); the first sentence, dealing with
“commands,” has a different structure. Some editor must have
counted these five “of X there is nothing greater than Y” sentences,
and thought that five cannot equal six. He must also have thought
that a sentence such as “of awards there is nothing greater than yield-
ing” does not make sense, and so added a different attribute to
“awards” (shang ¥). But in doing this, he misunderstood the relation-
ship between “awards” and “yielding.” Text on strip #9, essentially
identical in the received text, shows this:

T WEMREST-E T IE AN (9]
T2:  AREAIREH b, B ER TR, TEENIAE.

Y: MERAIRERE, BHERIREE, MR,

21. These “six limits” (liu ji 75Hi) are also enumerated, in a slightly different order,
in the “Chang xun” chapter of the Yi Zhou shu; see, above, n. 12.

https://doi.org/10.1017/eac.2016.4 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/eac.2016.4

130 EDWARD L. SHAUGHNESSY

T: If awards are pressed to the limit, then the people will buy their super-
iors, and if they buy their superiors then there will be no yielding, and
if there is no yielding then they will not be compliant.

Y: Ifawards are pressed to the limit, then the people will buy their super-
iors, and if they buy their superiors then the people will have no yield-
ing, and if there is no yielding then they will not be compliant.

The reason that “yielding” is so important in relation to “awards” is
because it is a counter-indication that can occur when “awards” are
taken too far.

Whoever introduced this error into the received text then went on to
compound his error by inventing a wholly new category to the set of six
means of governance: “yielding” (rang ##). In doing so, he made matters
much worse by adding “of yielding there is nothing greater than buying
superiors” (rang mo da yu gu shang E5 KR H ), which of course
would have been anathema to the author of the *Ming xun.

Variety 6: A Pseudo-Variant

EXAMPLE 11

The final example is a seemingly simple case of classifier variation,
between dai 5f “danger” and shi 4 “beginning,” both of which derive
from the protograph tai £5. However, it reveals much about the editorial
process. After listing six examples of excesses in government (excessive
“commands” [ming 7], “wealth” [fu ##], “misfortune” [huo #4],
“shame” [chi B1], “awards” [shang E], and “punishments” [fa #i]), the
text relates these to governance:

T AEAHIEZFE] [10]
T1: NEARFH, EZhbh.
Y LN, Bl

T:  All of those six things are what endanger governance.
Y:  All of these six things are the beginnings of government.

It is easy to see, especially in context, that these six excesses “endanger”
government, and it is not easy to see how they could be the “begin-
nings” of government. Indeed, already in the late eighteenth century
Lu Wenchao wordlessly emended the shi 4 “beginning” of his source
text to read dai 57 “danger,” and this emendation has been accepted
by all subsequent editors, including now also the Tsinghua editor Liu
Guozhong. In a note (n. 25), he says “Checked against the manuscript
text, Lu’s emendation is correct, and the manuscript text &7 should
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also be read as dai 5f.” Reasonable though this emendation seems at first
reading, the evidence from the manuscript is by no means so conclusive.
Elsewhere in the Tsinghua manuscripts, fil is routinely used to write the
word shi 4f “beginning,” and based on present evidence is never else-
where used to write the word dai £ “danger.” What is more, on strip
#8 of *Ming xun, there is what seems to be an unmistakable use of the
word dai 5% “danger,” and there the graph is written with a “heart” sig-
nific: &, i.e., £7. This does not mean that i here could not also be read as
dai “danger,” but any editor should be explicit about his reasoning for
doing so. On the other hand, if the manuscript’s ] is in fact to be
read as shi 4fi, and given that prior to Lu Wenchao’s emendation all ver-
sions of the received text read shi 4fi, we might also ask whether these six
excesses could be construed as having led to governance in the first
place. I think it would not be too hard to develop a political philosophy
in which the existence of these problems was viewed as the catalyst for
the establishment of government. This is perhaps a chicken-and-egg
type of question, and thus an excellent example of how variants can
enter into a text.

Conclusion

The Yi Zhou shu has, truly, long been a “left-over” text, throughout the
last two thousand or more years having been little read and even less
esteemed. The publication in 2010 of the first volume of the Tsinghua
University manuscripts provided evidence that at least some texts
included in the received text of the Yi Zhou shu were already in circula-
tion in the Warring States period, and may well have been regarded as
having the same status as texts included in the Shang shu. That volume
included three separate texts that can be identified with chapters in the
Yi Zhou shu: *Huang men 5[] or August Gate, which corresponds with
the Yi Zhou shu chapter by that title; Zhai Gong zhi gu ming 4%\ Z Ji
7 or The Duke of Zhai’s Retrospective Command, which corresponds
with the “Zhai Gong” 4%A or “Duke of Zhai” chapter; and *Cheng wu
FE%E or Cheng Awakening, only the title of which is preserved in the
received Yi Zhou shu but for which there are numerous medieval quota-
tions that correspond with the Tsinghua manuscript.?? The *Ming xun
manuscript included in Volume 5 of the Tsinghua manuscripts presents
yet another indication of the importance of these texts. *Ming xun almost

22. Qinghua daxue Chutu wenxian yanjiu yu baohu zhongxin 35 % K £ tH 4= SCERBF
FHLRFE 0 ed., Li Xueqin 72 ed.-in-chief, Qinghua daxue cang Zhanguo zhujian
(Yi) WEHEREGRBLE TR () (Shanghai: Zhong Xi, 2015): Cheng wu: shang, 67,
47-51, xia, 135-41; Huang men: shang, 18—21, 87—96, xia, 163—72; Zhai Gong zhi gu
ming: shang, 22—-25, 99—113, Xid, 173-79.
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certainly cannot boast the sort of pedigree of either *Huang men or Zhai
Gong zhi gu ming, both of which may well be authentic texts of the
Western Zhou period,?® and it does not provide any new historical infor-
mation. However, it is not for those reasons uninteresting. The text as
found in the manuscript is a very tightly argued essay, and will surely
repay close reading for greater understanding of Warring States political
philosophy. Its relationship with the received chapter “Ming xun” will
also repay close reading, as I have attempted to demonstrate above,
for the varieties of ways in which Chinese texts can be changed in the
course of traditional transmission.

Appendix 1

The Complete Text of the Tsinghua University Manuscript *Ming xun il
in Literal and Exploded Transcription, Together with the Received Text of
the “Ming Xun” fizdll Chapter of the Yi Zhou Shu i%JH#, with Complete
Translations.

The following translation of the *Ming xun il text is presented accord-
ing to the fifteen strips of the Tsinghua (Qinghua) University 5 % K5%
manuscript of the text.?* The Tsinghua editor of this text is Liu
Guozhong 2/ ‘&, and the presentation of the text follows his transcrip-
tions, both the literal and the interpretive “exploded” transcriptions. The
first line (T1, T standing for Tsinghua) provides a literal transcription,
which seeks to present the text as it appears in the manuscript,
without addition or deletion. The only punctuation in this line is that
found in the manuscript itself, which consists of two types: -, usually
indicative of a sentence break, and mm, which serves as a sort of
comma (there is also the standard ligature mark, _, used throughout
Chinese manuscripts). These punctuation marks are not used systemat-
ically. The second line (T2) provides Liu Guozhong’s interpretive tran-
scription, whether I follow it explicitly or not. Liu punctuates his
transcription, and I follow his punctuation for the most part. The third

23. For a study arguing that the “Zhai Gong” chapter of the Yi Zhou shu may well
derive from the Western Zhou period, see Edward L. Shaughnessy, “Texts Lost in
Texts: Recovering the ‘Zhai Gong’ Chapter of the Yi Zhou Shu,” in Studies in Chinese
Language and Culture: Festschrift in Honour of Christoph Harbsmeier on the Occasion of
His Sixtieth Birthday, ed. Christoph Anderl and Halvor Eifring (Oslo: Hermes
Academic Publishing, 2006), 31—47.

24. Qinghua daxue Chutu wenxian yanjiu yu baohu zhongxin 35 4 K £ tH 4= SCERBF
FrELfRiA 0 ed., Li Xueqgin 2252 4)), ed.-in-chief, Qinghua daxue cang Zhanguo zhujian
(Wu) 53 REEBTT# (ff)  (Shanghai: Zhong Xi, 2015), shang, 6-9 (full-size
photographs), shang, 45-57 (enlarged photographs), xia, 124-33 (transcription and
notes).
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line (Y, standing for Yi Zhou shu), presented in a smaller typeface, pro-
vides the text of the “Ming xun” 3/l chapter of the Yi Zhou shu i%)#
# as found in the Sibu congkan JY#f# T1] edition of the text (a photo
reprint of the Ming Jiajing-era text of a Zhang Nie #EE). I provide
modern punctuation for this text, which was originally unpunctuated.
The fourth line provides a translation of the manuscript text (T), while
the fifth line (again presented in a smaller typeface) provides a transla-
tion of the received text (Y). I should note that while my translations are
very much informed first by Liu Guozhong’s commentary and also by
the various commentaries on the received “Ming xun,” I do not follow
them in all respects. Thus, the translation does not invariably accord
with the transcription. I should note too that in the translations, I have
strived to reflect any differences between the two texts, even at the
expense of a smooth reading. Appendix 2 reproduces just the English
translation, arranged according to paragraphs. I hope this arrangement
will render the structure of the text easier to follow.

T AR R R OK iy - = JEE IE DU AR L AR 2 ER i 3D i
o RO g R B e (1

T2: MAERTM K ar, o SRR, L ELEICH . Rarf
W, damHE, HRRREL A MR, B i, AR

Y: RARM K A, el fEIE UIAAE, S EUEZ, Bl KRarfw, A
fr FUSG O, AR, e DUy, R

T: [Heaven] gave birth to the people and completed the great
mandate, commanding the Supervisor of Virtue to govern with
misfortune and good fortune, and to establish enlightened kings
to instruct them, saying: “The great mandate has constancy and
the minor mandates are daily completed. Being daily completed,
they are respected; having constancy, it is expansive. Being expan-
sive and thereby respecting the mandates, then degrees

Y: Heaven gave birth to the people and completed the great mandate, com-
manding the Supervisor of Virtue to govern them with misfortune and
good fortune, and to establish enlightened kings to make them compliant,
saying: “The great mandate has constancy and the minor mandates are
daily completed. Being completed they are respected; having constancy,
it is expansive. Being expansive and thereby respecting the mandates,

then degrees

Tx: [T K ] B ) 2817 B AR _ARAE A BB JE AR i E w R B E T
G R Tk i 0 /N Y |
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T2: g, KefEmEme o m. mikrEN, NREE? WA EmE
%, HIEETR, NEABME M. MEEN A

Y: BT Mg, KA ERIRMB ARG, RN, RERET? A, A
JEAE Tk, RELAANEIMFEZAM, EN,

T: [will reach to] the limit. The Overseer of Virtue oversees propriety
and awards it good fortune. Good fortune and riches depend on
men. Can men reside in them (i.e., can men be content with
them)? If they do not reside in them and yet take seriously propri-
ety, then degrees will reach to the limit. [The Overseer of Virtue]
also oversees impropriety and sends down on it misfortune.
Misfortune and mistakes depend on men. [Can] men

Y: will reach to the limit. The Overseer of Virtue oversees propriety and
awards it good fortune and riches. Good fortune and riches depend on
men. Can they be without warning? If they are warned and regret mistakes,
then degrees will reach to the limit. And then it oversees impropriety and

sends down on it misfortune, which depends on men.

T1: CIREREFE g ifi B H B 2 1 ik I B AR T (AN 9 <2 LABH 2 BB T
ﬁ@ﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬁw%i?(:l

T2: CRCF? ismigs, RIERETR. RRATRAY, L
Z, BETCHLT? W RLTEAT, RIEET

Y: REMERCT- 2 A M, R AR, REEMECAE, MUz, M
BRT-7 25 A R 3 ?TTEFE, EJJFF%?T‘

T be without chastisement? If they are chastised and regret mistakes,
then degrees will reach to the limit. When the people from birth
are ashamed of not being enlightened, and superiors because of
this enlighten them, can they be without shame? If they have
shame and constantly behave, then degrees will reach to

Y: Can men be without chastisement? If they are chastised and regret mis-
takes, then degrees will reach to the limit. When people from birth are dis-
graced by not being enlightened, and there is nothing with which to
enlighten them, can they be without disgrace? If they have disgrace and

insistently practice not being disgraced, then degrees will reach to

T R R T A B b A RERHERE L HELUBETRIFE & T R
RETFAETE E AR fERES (1Y ]

T2: fif, REEMSAER, LB, ReibEhT? miilifE, R
BT hE, RRAETMILE, LURZ, RS
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Y: i, RIS, MUIEBLe, REMENT? LS, RIEETH, K
RAETESE, ML, Refes

T the limit. When the people from birth enjoy fresh grain, and super-
iors use it to pay them, can they be without encouragement? If
they are encouraged with loyalty and sincerity, then degrees will
reach to the limit. When the people from birth are pained by
death and mourning, and superiors use these to terrify them,
can they be without fear?

Y: the limit. When the people from birth enjoy life, and there is nothing with
which to pay them, can they be without encouragement? If they are encour-
aged with loyalty, then degrees will reach to the limit. When people from
birth hate death, and there is nothing with which to terrify them, can they

be without fear?

T JE Lot Ak I FE 28 T s ik R L AL S R LIE_ N 5%
SRR TE R B4 Tl R A2 (1]

Tz: T GRS, RIEE TR, SSRRELE, SULAZE, EEERDL
EN. IEASUAM, ERFEMTAR, ERAME, RIAE, FE

Y: T2 A RARE, RIEE TR, ANAREEE, NHEZE, BEERUIEN.
IENZEAA A, R SEUNMEAR . S RA AR, A

T If they are fearful and receive teaching, then degrees will reach to
the limit. The six limits all being attained, and the nine strivings
all being blocked, one attains the Way and follows heaven to
govern men. In governing men, there is nothing as good as
having limits; in following heaven, there is nothing as good as
being without limit. If in following heaven there are limits, then it
will not be terrifying, and if it is not terrifying

Y: If they are fearful and receive teaching, then degrees will reach to the limit.
The six limits all being attained, and the six gaps all being blocked, one pene-
trates the Way and penetrates heaven in order to govern man. In governing
men there is nothing as good as having limits; in following heaven there is
nothing as good as being without limit. If in following heaven there are

limits, then it will not be terrifying, and if it is not terrifying

T RUANENIE T i FUAS e _RIANAT K B £ ARET A LR BB BRI 2
HE ZRAFBETRARE= [X]

T2: RUANEE . IEAToAR, BRI, ANBRIAT. KL RS AL
Ty, THBIRZ, HHANRR, RIEETH, KRE=
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Y: HIPANAE o IE N AR AN /M:. 'J/T\1Te W E W RAE A LA Dt AR
FEEAER, RIBEE T, =

T: then it will not be radiant. If in governing men there are not limits,
then they will not be sincere, and if they are not sincere then they
will not behave. If enlightened kings cause heaven to be radiant
and man to be trustworthy to work by degrees, and to work the
land to benefit them, causing sincere men to be terrified by
heaven, then degrees will reach to the limit. The ways of heaven
are three,

Y: then it will not be radiant. If in governing men there are not limits, then
they will not be sincere, and if they are not sincere, then they will not
behave. If the enlightened kings cause heaven to be radiant and man to
be trustworthy to work the land by degrees to benefit them, causing
sincere men to be terrified by heaven, then degrees will reach to the

limit. The ways of heaven are three,

Tr: NGBR3 SR AN SUE S S BA 2 AF R i A
T E MR AR LT 8k R 2 T (L]

T2:  NE=. KRfw, A A. NI, A%, A7F. LAZ
Bbi Rz s VASLTI S M R A LA R0 R 2 A,

Y: NEB=. Kffr, A G, N8, A8, A7 UANZBEXR
firy LA R AR DLFFSE R Al N

T and the ways of man are three. Heaven having a mandate, there is
good fortune and there is misfortune. Men having shame, there are
kneepads and caps and there are axes and halberds. Taking men’s
shame to match heaven’s mandate, taking their kneepads and caps
to match heaven’s good fortune, and taking their axes and halberds
to match heaven’s misfortune, ... [there are six]

Y: and the ways of man are three. Heaven having a mandate, there is misfor-
tune and there is good fortune. Men having disgrace, there are kneepads
and caps and there are axes and halberds. Taking men’s disgrace to match
heaven’s mandate, taking kneepads and caps to match heaven’s good

fortune, and taking axes and halberds to match heaven’s misfortune, there

are six
T =l 3?3 B HIA i FIJ R PR = T Ay LLRoT ST i 22 i
R RS _IT__ZERIA 'J T“% [\1

T2: =R, Hts—. AT, MarAIREZ, TilEda DACH L,
FORREL R . MR Rk, RARGTHE, ITERAAT. B
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Y: FER, Hg—d. ANRAATE. fdr R REE, REERIBEG, BEay Doaidt
b, RIBRIARL. AR, RARRITE, :./JM\TTQ Uiz

T: recipes and three methods, but their limit is all [one:] the same. If
they do not know it, then they will not behave. If commands are
pressed to the limit, then the people will let them fall away and
then lay waste to the commands in order to replace their superiors,
and will be endangered by chaos indeed. If good fortune is pressed
to the limit, then the people will be enriched, and if the people being
enriched strive for goodness, then in striving for goodness disobedi-
ence will not be put into practice. If misfortune is pressed to the
limit,

Y: recipes and three methods, but their limit is all [one:] the same. If ignorant,
then they will not survive. If commands are pressed to the limit, then the
people will let them fall, and if the people let them fall then they will lay
waste to the commands, and laying waste to the commands will warn
their superiors, then they will be endangered by chaos. If good fortune is
pressed to the limit, then the people will be enriched, and if the people
being enriched then strive for goodness, then in striving for goodness they
will not behave. If misfortune is pressed to the limit,

Tr:  RUR-ZE_AE_ SRR S s H R R e R B S i A B
Hoor- BT RIS AR Z _E R ]

T2:  RIRA, RAAES, EEARER. mItRIRH, RERGA, £
AR MR B, B ERIRERE, SRR, his
RIRZRE, ZFFRI

Y: R, RRANESS, RERIRER. AR, RBRIGA, HARIAE.
MERRER L, B ERRERE, MEENANE. AfRIRERE, 2R

T: then the people will be terrified, and if the people are terrified then
they will sacrifice excessively, and sacrificing excessively will ruin
their households. If shame is pressed to the limit, then the people
will revolt, and if the people revolt then they will harm others,
and in harming others then they will not be proper. If awards are
pressed to the limit, then the people will buy their superiors, and
if they buy their superiors then there will be no yielding, and if
there is no yielding then they will not be compliant. If punishments
are pressed to the limit, then the people will have many wiles, and
with many wiles then

Y: then the people will turn to ghosts, and if the people turn to ghosts then they

will sacrifice excessively, and sacrificing excessively then will then quit their
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households. If disgrace is pressed to the limit, then the people will revolt, and
if the people revolt then they will harm others, and in harming others then
they will not be proper. If awards are pressed to the limit, then the people
will buy their superiors, and if they buy their superiors then there will be
no yielding, and if there is no yielding then they will not be compliant. If pun-
ishment is pressed to the limit, then the people will have many wiles, and

with many wiles then

A BRI TE LR/ IE Z BT A K o A LA 7 B K A 38 2D
[ECEE SN SEE TEEPN/S-2 SR N/SY G

B, NEBRITAR. NEAE, IEZPh. RibMahar e X
k&, TS . ARERAT. MR ESS . B R

A, ABRMEHR. LS E, Broibith. WERSHEmLacH: Kartt
A, NS ARSTMT R AMSOTARSS . BRSO

they will not be loyal, and not being loyal then they will be without
returns. All of those six things are what begin governance. Heaven
therefore made radiant the mandate in order to command them
saying: The great mandate for generations punishes; the minor man-
dates command the person. Of good fortune there is nothing greater
than behaving. Of misfortune there is nothing greater than excessive
sacrifice. Of shame there is nothing greater than

they will not be loyal, and not being loyal then they will be without repay-
ment. All of these six things are the beginnings of governance. Enlightened
kings therefore made radiant the mandate in order to command them
saying: The great mandate for generations punishes; the minor mandates
punish the person. Of good fortune there is nothing greater than practicing
propriety. Of misfortune there is nothing greater than excessive sacrifice.

Of disgrace there is nothing greater than

Pos N B BRI S B ST 2 SR o W) E R N U IR A
RILZ UEMZ U2 IR R 2 LS [+ ]

BN BRI, SRERNREHE. BEUERLNE UMER,
RAMNR. 2 UZFE, MUY, B R, Rz LIgE,

BN BERAER. FBIEOUAE L. SIS ERE. WZBE, N
o, UM R, RAMAK. LS, MU, Bz B, Bz L,

harming others. Of awards there is nothing greater than yielding. Of
punishments there is nothing greater than many wiles. This is why
enlightened kings uphold these six things in order to shepherd the
myriad people, and the people are thereby not lost. Soothe them
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with generosity, harmonize them with equality, gather them with
sorrow, entertain them with joy,

harming others. Of awards there is nothing greater than trust and propriety.
Of yielding there is nothing greater than buying superiors. Of punishment
there is nothing greater than coveting wiles. Antiquity’s enlightened kings
upheld these six things in order to shepherd the myriad people, and the
people used them and were not lost. Soothe them with generosity, harmonize
them with equality, gather them with sorrow, entertain them with joy,

2 LV DUE mm E 2 DB 2 D S UL w2 L
B2 Ui mmfT 2 Ui ARBEROREE L [+ 2]

Az L. Kz, B2 VB, gheUH, Bz blE . £2 L
S U, AT . mANE. PSS

HZ U, Bz gk, B D, 8z UiH, Bz UE. B2 LE. Bz
B ATZ VIR, FEARE. B, BRI, B

instruct them with ritual, teach them with the arts, govern them
with government, move them with work, encourage them with
awards, terrify them with punishments, look upon them with cen-
teredness, and mobilize them with balance. Balance is not legalistic,
centeredness is not loyal, punishments are .. .. .. [not submissive,
awards]

caution them with ritual, teach them with the arts, shake them with govern-
ment, move them with work, encourage them with awards, terrify them with
punishments, look upon them with loyalty, and mobilize them with balance.
Balance is not legalistic, loyalty is not loyal, punishments are not submissive,

awards

AN 5w VS e IE S RO 2 e S SR SN AN B AT
DAL B s LB WM A AANTE [+=1

Aess. FAE. EAR. ERE, AR, 808, AR, B
A=y BRBN. LS H 2B, FmAZN, AARFE

AR HARE . BONR. BNE. AR, A0, 242, WAE. &
AEN. iz Bd. BAZN, ARB

are not loosely praised, work is not toilsome, governance is not com-
plete, the arts are not excessive, the rites are timely, joy is not
extended, sorrow is not pervasive, equality is not identical, and gen-
erosity must be tolerant of others. All of these belong to the category
of the balance of things. Being generous but not being tolerant of
others, others will not overcome
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are not loosely praised, work does not shake, governance is not complete, the
arts are not excessive, the rites are timely, joy is not full, sorrow is not perva-
sive, equality is not identical, and generosity is not tolerant of others. All of
these belong to the category of seizing things. Being generous but not being
tolerant of others, others will not defeat

[T EIANE B4 — AN 0 2 2 R B A 0 o 8 1 T RS SR EGE R T 6
IR R I LLE A2 i A2 A (7Y

CICIAREAE, B— AR, RZERIE . SR, BODRARE, #
FRIETA . ERRAR. FBAAY. BLERS, SiiAzE. L

FH, EANWGE, BRI, R, GRS E, SRR
FTA, BURRIAR, $#ERAED. DEAESS, SimAE. bl

.. .. will not know death. When equality is identical it is not harmo-
nious. If sorrow is pervasive then it is lacking. If joy is extended then
it is lost. If the rites .. .. then they are not honored. If the arts are
excessive then they harm the talents. If governance is complete
then it does not grow. If work is toilsome then it is not effective.
Using awards to praise loosely, the praise will not be pervasive.
Using

harm, and harm is not as bad as death. If equality is identical, then it is not
harmonious. If sorrow is pervasive then it is lacking. If joy is full then it is
lost. If the rites do not have timeliness then they are not honored. If the
arts are excessive then they harm the talents. If governance is complete
then it does not grow. If work shakes then it is little effective. Using

awards to praise loosely, the praise will not be pervasive. Using

T8 i AN DA B S8 R0 v AN AL o DL DS R AT AN b 5 _ LU
i~ DU R AR ] BL R & [ 11

O, femAst. DUPAEERIM, MAw . URfekReT, 17
Ak WELLVE R, i VR, VRS, LR

R RIE, EAG R DUREREERIT, A7 A LnbE. RECURIBL Ll
i, dELAAAR.

.. .. submission, the submission will not be sharp. Using centered-
ness to loosen loyalty then there will be promotions, but the promo-
tions will not necessarily be centered. Using balance to loosen the
law then there will be good behavior, but the good behavior will
not necessarily be lawful. Through the law know balance, through
balance know the fine points, through the fine points know the
beginning, and through the beginning know the end.
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Y: the law to loosen centeredness there will be awards, but the awards will not
necessarily be centered. Using balance to loosen the law then there will be
good behavior, but the good behavior will not necessarily be used to know
balance. Through balance know the fine points, through the fine points
know the beginning, and through the beginning know the end.

Appendix 2
Structured Translation of the Tsinghua University Manuscript *Ming Xun

[Heaven] gave birth to the people and completed the great mandate, command-
ing the Supervisor of Virtue to govern with misfortune and good fortune, and to
establish enlightened kings to instruct them, saying;:

The great mandate has constancy and the minor mandates are daily com-
pleted. Being daily completed, they are respected; having constancy, it is
expansive. Being expansive and thereby respecting the mandates, then
degrees [1] [will reach to] the limit.

The Overseer of Virtue oversees propriety and awards it good fortune.
Good fortune and riches depend on men. Can men reside in them (i.e.,
can men be content with them)? If they do not reside in them and yet
take seriously propriety, then degrees will reach to the limit.

[The Overseer of Virtue] also oversees impropriety and sends down on it
misfortune. Misfortune and mistakes depend on mankind. [Can] men

[2] be without chastisement? If they are chastised and regret mistakes,
then degrees will reach to the limit.

When the people from birth are ashamed of not being enlightened, and
superiors because of this enlighten them, can they be without shame? If
they have shame and constantly behave, then degrees will reach to the
limit.

When the people from birth enjoy fresh grain, and superiors use it to pay
them, can they be without encouragement? If they are encouraged with
loyalty and sincerity, then degrees will reach to [3] the limit.

When the people from birth are pained by death and mourning, and super-
iors use these to terrify them, can they be without fear? [4] If they are
fearful and receive teaching, then degrees will reach to the limit.

The six limits all being attained, and the nine strivings all being blocked, one
attains the Way and follows heaven to govern men. In governing men, there is
nothing as good as having limits; in following heaven, there is nothing as good
as being without limit. If in following heaven there are limits, then it will not be
terrifying, and if it is not terrifying [5] then it will not be radiant. If in governing
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men there are not limits, then they will not be sincere, and if they are not sincere
then they will not behave. If enlightened kings cause heaven to be radiant and
man to be trustworthy to work by degrees, and to work the land to benefit
them, causing sincere men to be terrified by heaven, then degrees will reach
to the limit.

The ways of heaven are three, [6]1 and the ways of man are three. Heaven
having a mandate, there is good fortune and there is misfortune. Men having
shame, there are kneepads and caps and there are axes and halberds. Taking
men’s shame to match heaven’s mandate, taking their kneepads and caps to
match heaven’s good fortune, and taking their axes and halberds to match
heaven’s misfortune, .. [there are six] [7] recipes and three methods, but
their limit is all [one:] the same. If they do not know it, then they will not
behave.

If commands are pressed to the limit, then the people will let them fall
away and then lay waste to the commands in order to replace their super-
iors, and will be endangered by chaos indeed.

If good fortune is pressed to the limit, then the people will be enriched,
and if the people being enriched strive for goodness, then in striving for
goodness disobedience will not be put into practice.

If misfortune is pressed to the limit, [8] then the people will be terrified,
and if the people are terrified then they will sacrifice excessively, and sac-
rificing excessively will ruin their households.

If shame is pressed to the limit, then the people will revolt, and if the
people revolt then they will harm others, and in harming others then
they will not be proper. If awards are pressed to the limit, then the
people will buy their superiors, and if they buy their superiors then
there will be no yielding, and if there is no yielding then they will not
be compliant.

If punishments are pressed to the limit, then the people will have many
wiles, and with many wiles then [9] they will not be loyal, and not
being loyal then they will be without returns.

All of those six things are what begin governance. Heaven therefore made
radiant the mandate in order to command them saying: The great mandate
for generations punishes; the minor mandates command the person.

Of good fortune there is nothing greater than behaving; of misfortune
there is nothing greater than excessive sacrifice.

Of shame there is nothing greater than [10] harming others. Of awards
there is nothing greater than yielding. Of punishments there is nothing
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greater than many wiles.

This is why enlightened kings uphold these six things in order to shepherd the
myriad people, and the people are thereby not lost. Soothe them with generosity,
harmonize them with equality, gather them with sorrow, entertain them with
joy, [11] instruct them with ritual, teach them with the arts, govern them
with government, move them with work, encourage them with awards, terrify
them with punishments, look upon them with centeredness, and mobilize
them with balance.

Balance is not legalistic,

centeredness is not loyal,

punishments are .. .. .. [not submissive,
awards] [12] are not loosely praised,
work is not toilsome,

governance is not complete,

the arts are not excessive,

the rites are timely,

joy is not extended,

sorrow is not pervasive,

equality is not identical,

and generosity must be tolerant of others.

All of these belong to the category of the balance of things.

Being generous but not being tolerant of others, others will not overcome [131]
.. .. will not know death.

When equality is identical it is not harmonious.

If sorrow is pervasive then it is lacking.

If joy is extended then it is lost.

If the rites .. .. then they are not honored.

If the arts are excessive then they harm the talents.

If governance is complete then it does not grow.

If work is toilsome then it is not effective.

Using awards to praise loosely, the praise will not be pervasive.

Using [14] [the law to loosen] .. .. submission, the submission will not be
sharp.

Using centeredness to loosen loyalty then there will be promotions, but the
promotions will not necessarily be centered.

Using balance to loosen the law then there will be good behavior, but the
good behavior will not necessarily be lawful.

Through the law know balance, through balance know the fine points, through the
fine points know the beginning, and through the beginning know the end. [15]
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