International Political Science

Notes on the Ninth Biannual
German Political Science Meetings

The 9th biannual German Political Science
meeting was held October 4-7 in Bonn at Bonn
University. The theme was Poiitical Science and
the Practice of Politics—a theme chosen because
of increasing concern about the role of political
science in the increasingly politicized worid of
German higher education.

Political science in Germany is now on the
defensive. In the beginning, the discipline flow-
ered as it was considered to be the pedagogy of
democracy and stability and a partner to
politics. Then, as the teft student revolt came,
political science as well as sociology began to be
blamed for its excesses, and as German aca-
demia became more politicized, a number of
conservative, older political science members
resigned from the Association.

Political science in the Federal Republic is now
fighting to maintain its place in the social
science curriculum of universities, particularly
in teacher education. in secondary schools, too,
history is coming back and economics and law
are moving in, frequently taking the place of
political science and social studies.

The meetings in Bonn reflected this defensive.
Hardly any practical politicians were present at
the meetings which seemed to indicate broken
relationships between the two groups. The
outgoing President of the Association, Udo
Bermbach, in his presidential address, had to
publicly deny any relationship of the discipline
to the ideological basis of terrorism. Further-
more, the ideological tensions (less dramaticaltly
evident in Bonn, but nevertheless stili there)
resulted in the collapse of the section on
International Affairs (the German Political Sci-
ence Association is divided into varicus sections
and committees).

Nevertheless, despite a decline in consultant-
ships from various ministries and the lack of
teaching jobs, student interest in political sci-
ence remains relatively high. The association
membership is currently at about 800 with
about 400 present at the Bonn convention.
What was missing, however, were most of the
big names. Even the keynote speaker, Professor
Rudolf Wildenmann, who recommended fur-
ther American-type specialization of the profes-
sion, did not remain more than a few hours.
Only Karl Deutsch, from Harvard and Berlin,
who praised German political science in a
closing panel, was optimistic about the future
of political science in Germany.
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Otherwise, the meeting resembled an American
regional meeting. A variety of panels were held,
dealing not only with practical politics but aiso
with reform of public administration, and with
some discussion of topics in policy studies such
as education, health, environment, weifare and
economics. Other panels dealt with inter-
national economic relations, constitutional law,
local politics, political education, mass com-
munications, development politics, and foreign
policy. About 50 papers were prepared whose
abstracts are availabie for $2.00 {send interna-
tional postage stamp coupons) from the Secre-
tary-General, Barbara Sindermann, Von-Melie-
Park, 15, 2 Hamburg 13, FRG.

The new president of the Association, Professor
Thomas Ellwein (Konstanz), wili have the major
task of revitalizing the Association and improv-
ing its image. He will need to invoive senior
members of the profession in an attempt to
promote the advantages of political science asa
career preparation for positions in government
and industry.
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FULL AND FAST REFERENCE
IN POLITICAL SCIENCE ?

TRULY INTERNATIONAL COVERAGE ?

IPSA TRIES HARD !

Do you have easy access to the hundreds of journals which
publish articles in political science, public administration and inter-
national relations all over the world? At a time when many libraries
must take a close look at their budgets, can you and your students
dispense with the ever fuller and faster services provided by
INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL SCIENCE ABSTRACTS?

A non-commercial journal published bimonthly by the International
Political Science Association itseif, the Abstracts provides summaries
of articles in both specialized and non-specialized journals, including
major yearbooks. Articles in English are abstracted in English;
articles in other languages (approximately 30°.) are abstracted in
French. From 1,450 abstracts in 1968 the progress has been to
5,040 abstracts in 1977. Each issue carries a detailed subject index
and a list of the 600 periodicals examined; the final issue of each
annual volume contains a cumulative subject index and an author
index. Back volumes are again available (from vol. 1, 1951).

Your own Library should have a full set of the Abstracts. The
institutional subscription for 1978 costs French Francs 400 (approxi-
mately $ 81.50, £ st. 47). Individuals may subscribe at a reduced rate
of F.F. 125 (approximately $ 25, £ st. 15) Specimen on request.

INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL SCIENCE ABSTRACTS
27, RUE SAINT-GUILLAUME, 75007 PARIS, FRANCE
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