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Arguments for a Non-Transformational Grammar
Richard A. Hudson
"This autumn, a London lecturer, Richard Hudson, will publish a new theory which
could well replace Chomsky's grammar. American academics have already hailed it
as the most important single contribution to the theory of language since Chomsky
produced the mature version of his own ideas in 1965. Hudson's position is this. 'I
don't disagree with Chomsky about the rules of the game', he says, 'what we are
trying to discuss here is the nature of language. But I do think that his grammar is
unnecessarily complicated, and it's wrong.'
"Hudson's case is that Chomsky took a wrong turning at the start of thinking about
how language works. We have seen how, to Chomsky, 'deep structure' became
necessary because the existing rules were not enough to explain different meanings
for the same sentence. But Hudson says that there is an alternative. 'You can just
say,' he suggests, 'that the rules we used to have were a rotten way to analyse a
sentence.'
"He rejects too, Chomsky's explanation of how language can be analysed. That
explanation involves transformations — the ways that deep structure turns into the
words we actually use. The idea gives the name to Chomsky's theories —
'transformational grammar.'
'I don't believe human beings think in the way Chomsky's theories suggest,'
Hudson says. 'I don't believe that when someone says, 'he is working,' he is really
thinking 'he present being work' as Chomsky says... Instead of deep structure
and transformations, Hudson proposes a way to map out the structure of a sentence
on just one level. The result, called 'daughter-dependency theory', sounds like an
immensely sophisticated version of familiar schoolroom ideas about grammar.
"For, as Paul Postal, working independently from Hudson, says: 'All those
traditional ideas like subject, object and indirect object don't have a role in
transformational grammar. They're marginal. But I'm finding that we still need to
use them.'
"And Hudson suggests, half-joking: 'After all, schoolchildren and teachers and
people who are naive about the theory of grammar — they've all found this way of
looking at sentences convincingly for two thousand years.'
"His grammar involves a complex system of classification of words. 'I feel intuitively
that's right,' he says. 'Children have to learn to classify objects, after all, in very many
complicated ways. It makes sense to suggest that they do the same with words.'"
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Your students' best guide
to better understanding

The Scribner-Bantam English Dic-
tionary is a contemporary diction-
ary for contemporary students.
Compiled under the general editor-
ship of Edwin B. Williams, one of
the world's most illustrious lexi-
cographers, it is concise, clear,
and straight to the point: a com-
pact and effective guide to lan-
guage in common use.

Here's why your students
will thank you for recommending
The Scribner-Bantam English

Dictionary:
It's up to date

It contains many new words that
have not appeared in any diction-
ary before, as well as words that
have not previously appeared in a
non-specialized dictionary.

It's easy to use
Double-column format, large type,
and boldface for main and suben-
tries make it the most legible dic-
tionary on the market; 1136 pages
in a standard 6" x 9" trim size make
it a handy, desk-size dictionary.
And more important . . .

It's easy to understand
Clear definitions are written in unstuffy, standard English, and the differences
in meanings among synonyms are clearly illustrated. Concise, readable etymolo-
gies show word origins and history. And a simplified pronunciation Key—42
symbols to represent the more than 250 sounds which occur in spoken English—
will guide your students easily in the pronunciation of new words. Usage notes
are given in detail throughout.

80,000 entries. Clothbound. $8.95, plain.$9.95, thumb-indexed.

College Department

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS
597 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017

The
Scribner

Diction*"!
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Founded in 1947 as an independent forum for students of
language, LINGUA has developed into one of the world's more
important linguistic periodicals.

Each issue contains current work on a variety of linguistic topics.
Although these articles are written from different points of view,
theyare required to contain such general theoretical implications as
to be of interest to any linguist, whatever his own specialization.

No particular linguistic theories or scientific trends are favoured;
scientific quality and scholarly standing are the only criteria
applied in the selection of papers accepted for publication.

Besides papers, LINGUA publishes review articles surveying
developments in the various fields of linguistics, as well as
occasional discussions. A considerable number of pages in each
issue are devoted to critical book reviews. In addition, the 'Lingua
Survey of Books' section contains notices of new books relevant
to theoretical linguistics, psycholinguistics and sociolinguistics,
arranged systematically by topic.
'Lingua Survey of Books' has been established in 1976 to inform
the subscribers of LINGUA as rapidly as possible about newly
published books in these fields.

LINGUA is published in three volumes per year, comprising
nine issues. The subscription price for 1977, Volumes 41-43 is
US S133.75/Dfl.327.00 including postage and handling. Personal
subscriptions for private use at US $61.25/Dfl. 150.00 are avail-
able on a prepaid basis directly from the Publisher.

Subscription orders and sample copy requests should be sent to
the Publisher or to your usual supplier.
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AMSTERDAM
THE NETHERLANDS
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The English-Teaching Information Centre of the British Council
and
the Centre for Information on Language Teaching and Research

ETIC and CILT are both concerned with collecting, collating and dis-
seminating information: ETIC is concerned with all aspects of teaching
English as a second or foreign language overseas, and CILT with modern
languages (including English as a second language) and their teaching in
Britain. The services of both centres are available to all who are professionally
concerned - students, teachers, trainers of teachers, research workers,
administrators or writers.

ETIC and CILT occupy adjacent accommodation and maintain jointly
the Language-Teaching Library (about 22,000 volumes), where files of
journals covered by Language Teaching & Linguistics: Abstracts may be
consulted. The library contains an audio-visual section with facilities for
hearing and viewing teaching materials. A register of relevant current research
is available for reference.

In addition to joint publications such as this journal and A Language-
Teaching Bibliography, each centre issues publications in its own name.

ETIC is maintained by the British Council, and was founded in 1961. It
has a network of communication with individuals and institutions in Britain
and more than 120 other countries. CILT was established in 1966 and is an
independent foundation supported by grants from the Department of Edu-
cation and Science, the Scottish Education Department and the Ministry of
Education, Northern Ireland.

Addresses for enquiries and further information:

ETIC CILT
The Director The Director
English-Teaching Information Centre for Information on Language

Centre Teaching and Research
British Council 20 Carlton House Terrace
10 Spring Gardens London SWIY 5\p
London SWIA 2BN
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