
INTERNATIONAL ASTRONOMICAL UNION 

S T A T U T E S 

I. O B J E C T S OF T H E U N I O N 

I . The objects of the International Astronomical Union are: 

(a) to facilitate relations between astronomers of different countries where the organization 
of international co-operation is useful or necessary; 

(b) to promote the study and development of Astronomy in all its departments. 

2. The Union adheres to the International Council of Scientific Unions. 

I I . A D H E R E N C E OF C O U N T R I E S 

3. (a) A country may adhere to the Union by the Organization by which it adheres to the 
International Council of Scientific Unions, or by a National Committee of Astronomy 
approved by that organization. 

(b) A country not adhering to the International Council may adhere to the Union by a 
National Committee of Astronomy recognized by the Executive Committee of the Union. 

(c) Within the term 'country' are included Dominions, diplomatic Protectorates, and any 
territory in which independent astronomical activity has been developed. 

4. Adhering countries are classified in six categories, numbered 1 to 6. A country requesting 
adherence shall specify the category in which it desires to be classed. Such a request may be 
refused by the Executive Committee if the category proposed is manifestly inadequate. 

I I I . M E M B E R S OF T H E U N I O N 

5. The Union is composed of Members approved, on the proposals of the Adhering Organiza­
tions or National Committees referred to in article 3, by the Executive Committee, on the 
basis of their achievement in some branch of Astronomy. 

I V . G E N E R A L A S S E M B L Y 

6. (a) The work of the Union is directed by the General Assembly of representatives of 
adhering countries and of the Members of the Union. Each country nominates a repre­
sentative authorized to vote in its name. 

(b) The General Assembly draws up By-laws governing the application of the Statutes. 

(c) It appoints an Executive Committee to implement the decisions of the General 
Assembly and to direct the affairs of the Union in the interval between meetings of the 
Assembly. The Executive Committee reports to the General Assembly. 

7. (a) On questions of administrative, or of mixed scientific and administrative, character, 
not involving questions of finance, voting at the General Assembly is by country, each 
country having one vote. Countries which have not paid their subscriptions up to 31 
December of the year preceeding the General Assembly may not participate in the voting. 
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140 S T A T U T S ET REGLEMENT 

(b) Sur toute question ayant une repercussion financiere, le vote a lieu egalement par pays, 
dans les memes conditions et sous la meme reserve qu'a l'article 7 (a), le nombre de voix 
attribue a chaque pays etant egal a l'indice de sa categorie defini a l'article 4, augmente 
d'une unite. 

(c) Les Organismes ou Comites Nationaux adherents peuvent voter par correspondance 
sur les points figurant a l'ordre du jour de l'Assemblee Generale. 

(d) Un scrutin n'est valable que si les deux-tiers au moins des pays disposant du droit de 
vote en vertu des articles 7 («), 7 (b), et 7 (c) y prennent part. 

8. Sur toutes les questions scientifiques, les Membres de l'Union disposent chacun d'une voix. 

9. Dans les cas vises aux articles 7 et 8, les decisions sont prises a la majorite absolue des 
suffrages, sous la reserve formulee au paragraphe 13 ci-apres. 

V . B U D G E T 

10. Le Comite Executif prepare un projet de Budget pour chaque annee de la peViode com­
prise entre deux sessions de l'Assemblee Generale. II soumet ce projet, avec les comptes des 
exercices precedents, a une Commission Financiere nominee par l'Assemblee Generale. 
La Commission Financiere examine les comptes et le projet de Budget, sur lesquels elle etablit 
deux rapports distincts, qu'elle soumet a l'approbation de l'Assemblee Generale. 

11. (a) Les pays adherents versent annuellement a l'Union un nombre de parts contributives 
correspondant a leur categorie, comme suit: 
Categorie, comme definie dans l'article 4: 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Nombre de parts contributives: 1 2 4 6 1 0 1 4 
(b) Le taux de la part contributive unitaire est fixe par l'Assemblee Generale sur la 
proposition du Comite Executif, apres avis de la Commission Financiere. II ne peut 
exceder 900 francs-or, le franc-or etant equivalent a 9/31 gramme d'or fin. 
(c) Le paiement des cotisations est assure par les Organismes ou Comites Nationaux ad­
herents. 
(d) Tout pays qui cesse d'appartenir a l'Union pour quelque motif que ce soit perd de ce 
fait ses droits sur l'actif de l'Union. 

12. Le siege legal de l'Union est fixe a Bruxelles. Les dons et legs sont recus et geres con-
formement a la legislation beige. 

V I . M O D I F I C A T I O N DES S T A T U T S 

13. Les presents Statuts entrent en vigueur des leur adoption par l'Assemblee Generale de 
1961. lis ne peuvent etre modifies que par une decision de l'Assemblee Generale prise a la 
majorite des deux-tiers des voix des pays adherents qui disposent du droit de vote en vertu 
de l'article 7 (a). 

14. Le present texte francais sera seul utilise pour Interpretation des Statuts. 

R E G L E M E N T 

I . M E M B R E S DE L ' U N I O N 

1. Les changements a apporter a la liste des Membres sont soumis par le Comite Executif au 
Comite des Presentations, compose d'un representant de chaque pays adherent designe par 
l'Organisme ou Comite National adherent. 
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S T A T U T E S AND BY-LAWS 141 

(b) On questions involving finance, voting is similarly by country, under the same condi­
tions and with the same reservation as in article 7 (a), the number of votes for each 
country being one greater than the number of its category, as defined in article 4. 

(c) Adhering Organizations or National Committees may vote by correspondence on 
questions on the agenda for the General Assembly. 

(d) A vote is valid only if at least two-thirds of the countries having the right to vote by 
virtue of articles 7 (a), 7 (b) and 7 (c) participate in it. 

8. On scientific questions the Members of the Union each have one vote. 

9. On all questions in articles 7 and 8, decisions are taken by an absolute majority of the votes 
cast, subject to the reservation in article 13 below. 

V . B U D G E T 

10. The Executive Committee prepares an estimate of the budget for each of the years inter­
vening between two General Assemblies. It submits this estimate, together with the accounts 
for the preceding years, to a Finance Committee nominated by the General Assembly. The 
Finance Committee examines the accounts and the estimate of the budget, on which it presents 
two separate reports, and submits them to the General Assembly for approval. 

11. (a) Each adhering country pays annually to the Union a number of units of contribution 
according to its category as follows: 
Category as defined in Article 4: 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Number of units of contribution: 1 2 4 6 10 14 

(b) The amount of the unit of contribution is fixed by the General Assembly, on the 
proposal of the Executive Committee and with the advice of the Finance Committee. It 
may not exceed 900 gold francs, the gold franc being equivalent to 9/31 grammes of fine 
gold. 

(c) The payment of contributions is the responsibility of the Adhering Organizations or 
National Committees. 

(d) A country that ceases, for whatever reason, to adhere to the Union, resigns at the same 
time its rights to a share in the assets of the Union. 

12. The legal domicile of the Union is in Brussels. Gifts and bequests are received and 
administered in accord with Belgian legislation. 

V I . R E V I S I O N OF T H E S T A T U T E S 

13. The present Statutes enter into force with their adoption by the General Assembly in 
1961. They may not be changed except by a decision of the General Assembly taken with the 
approval of two-thirds of the votes of the adhering countries having the right to vote by virtue 
of article 7 (a). 

14. The French text (of which the above is a translation) is the only authority for the inter­
pretation of these Statutes. 

B Y - L A W S 

I. M E M B E R S OF T H E U N I O N 

1. Proposed changes in the list of Members are submitted by the Executive Committee to the 
Nominating Committee, consisting of one representative of each adhering country designated 
by the Adhering Organization or National Committee. 
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2. Les Commissions peuvent proposer la cooptation de personnalites appartenant a des pays 
qui n'adherent pas a l'Union. Si ces personnalites sont admises comme Membres de l'Union, 
elles en conservent la qualite jusqu'a la fin de la reunion ordinaire de l'Assemblee Generale 
qui suit leur designation. 

3. Le Secretaire General publie la liste des Membres de l'Union apres chaque reunion 
ordinaire de l'Assemblee Generale. 

I I . AsSEMBLEE GENERALE 

4. L'Union se reunit en Assemblee Generale ordinaire en principe tous les trois ans. Si l'epoque 
et le lieu de la reunion n'ont pas ete arretes par l'Assemblee Generale precedente, ils sont 
fixes par le Comite Executif et communiques six mois au moins a l'avance aux Organismes ou 
Comites Nationaux adherents. 

5. Le President peut, avec le consentement du Comite Executif, convoquer une reunion 
extraordinaire de l'Assemblee Generale. II est tenu de le faire a la demande du tiers des pays 
adherents. 

6. L'ordre du jour d'une session est fixe par le Comite Executif et communique aux Orga­
nismes ou Comites Nationaux adherents quatre mois au moins avant l'ouverture de la session. 
Toute motion ou proposition ne figurant pas a l'ordre du jour arrete par le Comit6 Executif 
n'est prise en consideration qu'avec Fassentiment prealable de la moitie au moins des voix des 
pays representes a l'Assemblee Generale. 

7. Toute motion ou proposition recue par le Secretaire General cinq mois au moins avant 
l'ouverture d'une session, soit de l'un des Organismes ou Comites Nationaux adherents, soit 
d'une Commission de l'Union ou d'une Commission mixte affiliee a l'Union, est inscrite 
d'office a l'ordre du jour. 

8. S'il y a doute sur le caractere administratif ou scientifique d'une question donnant lieu a 
scrutin, l'avis du President est preponderant. 

9. En cas de partage egal des voix, l'avis du President est preponderant. 

10. Le President de l'Union peut inviter a assister aux seances de l'Assemblee Generale 
(a) des hommes de science, et (b) de jeunes astronomes. 

I I I . C O M I T E E X E C U T I F 

11. Le Comite Executif de l'Union comprend un President, six Vice-Presidents au plus, un 
Secretaire General, et un Secretaire General Adjoint, elus par l'Assemblee Generale. 

12. (a) Le President demeure en fonction jusqu'a la fin de la reunion ordinaire de l'Assemblee 
Generale qui suit celle de son election; les Vice-Presidents demeurent en fonction jusqu'a 
la fin de la deuxieme reunion ordinaire de l'Assemblee Generale qui suit celle de leur 
election. Ils ne sont pas reeligibles imm^diatement dans les memes fonctions. 

(b) Le Secretaire General et le Secretaire General Adjoint demeurent en fonction jusqu'a 
la fin de la reunion ordinaire de l'Assemblee Generale qui suit celle de leur election. Ils 
peuvent etre reelus dans les memes fonctions, bien que normalement le Secretaire 
General Adjoint doive succeder au Secretaire General. 

(c) L'election des membres a remplacer dans le Comite Executif a lieu au cours de la 
derniere seance de l'Assemblee Generale, la presentation des candidats ayant ete faite 
au cours de l'avant-derniere seance. 
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2. Commissions may propose the co-option of scientists from countries which do not adhere 
to the Union. If such scientists are admitted as Members of the Union, they retain their 
membership to the end of the ordinary meeting of the General Assembly next following that 
at which they were admitted. 

3. The General Secretary publishes a list of Members of the Union after each ordinary meet­
ing of the General Assembly. 

I I . G E N E R A L A S S E M B L Y 

4. The Union meets in ordinary General Assembly, as a rule, once every three years. The date 
and place of the meeting, unless determined by the General Assembly at its previous meeting, 
shall be fixed by the Executive Committee and communicated at least six months beforehand 
to the Adhering Organizations and National Committees. 

5. The President, with the consent of the Executive Committee, may summon an extraor­
dinary meeting of the General Assembly. He must do so at the request of one-third of the 
adhering countries. 

6. The agenda of business for each meeting is determined by the Executive Committee and 
is communicated to the Adhering Organizations and National Committees at least four months 
before the first day of the meeting. A motion or proposal which does not appear on the agenda 
prepared by the Executive Committee shall only be discussed with the prior approval of at 
least one-half of the votes of the countries represented at the General Assembly. 

7. Any motion or proposal received by the General Secretary at least five months before the 
first day of a meeting, whether from an Adhering Organization or National Committee, from 
a Commission of the Union, or from an Inter-Union Commission affiliated to the Union, 
must be placed on the agenda. 

8. If there is doubt as to the administrative or scientific character of a question giving rise to a 
vote, the President determines the issue. 

9. Where there is an equal division of votes, the President determines the issue. 

10. The President of the Union may invite (a) scientists and (b) young astronomers to partici­
pate in the meetings of the General Assembly. 

I I I . E X E C U T I V E C O M M I T T E E 

11. The Executive Committee of the Union consists of a President, not more than six Vice-
Presidents, a General Secretary and an Assistant General Secretary, elected by the General 
Assembly. 

12. (a) The President remains in office until the end of the ordinary meeting of the General 
Assembly next following that of his election; the Vice-Presidents remain in office until the 
end of the second ordinary meeting of the General Assembly following that of their 
election. They may not be re-elected immediately to the same offices. 

(b) The General Secretary and the Assistant General Secretary remain in office until the 
end of the ordinary meeting of the General Assembly next following that of their election. 
They may be re-elected to the same offices, though normally the Assistant General 
Secretary will succeed the General Secretary. 

(c) The election of their successors takes place at the last session of the General Assembly, 
the names of candidates proposed having been announced at the preceeding session. 
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144 R E G L E M E N T 

(d) Le President sortant et le Secretaire General sortant restent membres du Comite 
Executif avec voix consultative, lorsque leur mandat prend fin et jusqu'a la fin de la 
reunion ordinaire suivante de l'Assemblee Generale. 

13. Le Comite Executif peut pourvoir aux vacances qui surviendraient dans son sein. Toute 
personne designee dans ces conditions demeure en fonction jusqu'a la reunion ordinaire de 
l'Assemblee Generale suivante, qui doit proceder a une election definitive. Le membre ainsi 
elu acheve le mandat de celui qu'il s'agissait de remplacer. 

14. Le Comite Executif designe le representant de l'Union au sein du Comite Executif du 
Conseil International des Unions Scientifiques; s'il n'est pas deja membre elu du Comite 
Executif, ce representant sera un membre s u p p l e m e n t a l avec voix consultative. 

15. Un Bureau Administratis sous la direction du Secretaire General, expedie la correspon-
dance, gere les ressources et assure la conservation des archives ainsi que la preparation et la 
distribution des publications approuvees par l'Assemblee Generale. 

I V . C O M M I S S I O N S 

16. (a) L'Assemblee Generale peut creer des Commissions pour I'etude de sujets determines 
d'astronomie, pour l'encouragement d'entreprises collectives et pour l'examen de ques­
tions de conventions et de normalisation internationales. 

(b) Ces Commissions etablissent des rapports sur les questions dont elles sont chargees. 

17. Chaque Commission comprend: 

(a) Un President et un Vice-President elus par l'Assemblee Generale sur la proposition 
du Comite Executif. lis demeurent en fonction jusqu'a la fin de la reunion ordinaire de 
l'Assemblee Generale qui suit celle de leur election. lis sont reeligibles. 

(b) Un Comite d'Organisation, dont les membres sont designes par la Commission, leur 
designation etant soumise a l'approbation du Comite Executif et de l'Assemblee Generale. 
Le Comite d'Organisation assiste le President et le Vice-President dans leur tache. 

(c) Des Membres de l'Union, agrees ou choisis par le President, le Vice-President et le 
Comite d'Organisation, en raison de leur sp^cialite, et dont la designation est soumise a 
l'approbation du Comite Executif. 

18. Dans l'intervalle de deux reunions ordinaires de l'Assemblee Generale, les Commissions 
peuvent coopter parmi les Membres de l'Union de nouveaux membres des Comites 
d'Organisation ou de la Commission elle-meme. 

19. Les Commissions etablissent elles-memes leur reglement interieur. Les decisions au sein 
des Commissions sont prises a la majorite des voix des membres et non par pays. 

20. Avec l'approbation du Comite Executif, une Commission peut avoir ses propres publica­
tions et confier une partie quelconque de ses travaux a des institutions ou meme a des 
particuliers. 

V. C O M I T E S N A T I O N A U X 

21. Les Comites Nationaux ont pour attributions de faciliter et de coordonner, sur leurs 
territoires respectifs, I'etude des diverses branches de l'Astronomie, envisagees principalement 
du point de vue international. 

Us ont le droit de soumettre au Comite Executif des propositions a discuter par l'Assemblee 
Generale. 
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(d) The retiring President and General Secretary remain members of the Executive 
Committee in a consultative capacity until the end of the next ordinary meeting of the 
General Assembly following their retirement. 

13. The Executive Committee may fill any vacancy occurring among its members. Any 
person so appointed remains in office until the next ordinary meeting of the General Assembly, 
which then proceeds to an election for the remainder of the normal tenure of the member who 
is being replaced. 

14. The Executive Committee appoints the Union's representative on the Executive Com­
mittee of the International Council of Scientific Unions; if not already an elected member, 
this representative will be an additional member of the Executive Committee in a consultative 
capacity. 

15. An Administrative Office, under the direction of the General Secretary, conducts the 
correspondence and administers the funds of the Union, preserves the archives, and prepares 
and issues the publications approved by the General Assembly. 

I V . C O M M I S S I O N S 

16. (a) The General Assembly may form Commissions for the study of special branches of 
Astronomy, the encouragement of collective investigations, and for the discussion of 
questions relating to international agreements or to standardization. 

(b) These Commissions prepare reports on the work with which they are concerned. 

17. Each Commission consists of: 

(a) A President and a Vice-President elected by the General Assembly on the nomination 
of the Executive Committee. They remain in office until the end of the ordinary meeting 
of the General Assembly next following their election, and are re-eligible. 

(b) An Organizing Committee, whose members are appointed by the Commission subject 
to the approval of the Executive Committee and the General Assembly. The Organizing 
Committee assists the President and the Vice-President in their duties. 

(c) Members of the Union, approved or chosen by the President, Vice-President and the 
Organizing Committee, in consideration of their special interests; their appointments are 
submitted to the approval of the Executive Committee. 

18. Between two ordinary meetings of the General Assembly, Commissions may co-opt, 
from among Members of the Union, new members to the Organizing Committees or to the 
Commissions themselves. 

19. Commissions draw up their own by-laws. Decisions within Commissions are taken by a 
majority of the votes of members and not by countries. 

20. With the approval of the Executive Committee, a Commission may issue its publications 
independently, and may entrust any part of its work to any institution or to individuals. 

V. N A T I O N A L C O M M I T T E E S 

21. The functions of the National Committees are to promote and co-ordinate, in their 
respective territories, the study of the various branches of Astronomy, more especially in relation 
to their international requirements. 

They are entitled to submit to the Executive Committee motions for discussion by the 
General Assembly. 
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V I . F I N A N C E S 

22. Les recettes de I'Union sont consacr£es a couvrir les depenses suivantes: 

(a) frais de publication et depenses accessoires d'administration; 

(b) aide financiere a des entreprises astronomiques qui necessitent la cooperation inter-
nationale; 

(c) cotisation due par I'Union au Conseil International des Unions Scientifiques. 

23. Les ressources provenant de dons sont utilisees par I'Union en tenant compte des desirs 
exprimes par les donateurs. 

V I I . P U B L I C A T I O N S 

24. Le volume des Transactions de I'Union contenant les comptes-rendus de I'Assemblee 
Generale est fourni gratuitement: 

(a) a tous ceux qui, a Pepoque de la reunion de I'Assemblee Generale, etaient Membres de 
I'Union, y compris les Membres cooptes au titre l'article 2 du present Reglement; 

(b) aux institutions dont la liste est arretee par le Comite Executif; 

(c) aux Organismes ou Comites Nationaux adherents. 

25. Le Comite Executif decide des modalites de distribution des autres publications. 

26. Les Membres de I'Union peuvent acquerir les publications de I'Union a prix reduit. 

V I I I . M O D I F I C A T I O N DU R E G L E M E N T 

27. Le present Reglement entrera en vigueur des son adoption par I'Assemblee Generale. 
II pourra etre modifie sous les formes prevues pour les Statuts dans leur article 13. 
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V I . F I N A N C E 

22. The income of the Union is to be devoted to: 

(a) costs of publication and expenses of administration; 

(b) the promotion of astronomical enterprises requiring international co-operation; 

(c) the contribution due from the Union to the International Council of Scientific Unions. 

23. Funds derived from donations are used by the Union in accordance with the wishes ex­
pressed by the donors. 

V I I . P U B L I C A T I O N S 

24. The volume of the Transactions of the Union containing the Proceedings of the General 
Assembly is distributed free of cost to: 

(a) all those who, at the time of the meeting of the General Assembly, were Members of 
the Union including those co-opted by virtue of article 2 of the present By-laws; 

(b) institutions on a list approved by the Executive Committee; 

(c) Adhering Organizations or National Committees. 

25. The distribution of other publications is decided by the Executive Committee. 

26. Members of the Union may purchase the publications of the Union at reduced prices. 

V I I I . R E V I S I O N OF T H E B Y - L A W S 

27. The present By-laws come into force as soon as they are adopted by the General Assembly. 
They may be modified with the same procedure as for the Statutes in article 13 of the Statutes. 
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