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CRAVING AND SATISFACTION LEVELS IN SUBSTANCE USE PATIENTS WITH COMORBID PSYCHOSIS
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Introduction
Long-acting atypical antipsychotics have been widely used in the treatment of substance use disorders and comorbid psychosis.

Objectives
To investigate the impact of long-acting injectable paliperidone palmitate (PPLAI) on craving and satisfaction levels in dual psychotic patients.

Method
An open-label, non-interventional, prospective study was conducted in 42 dual psychotic outpatients who received PPLAI in monotherapy.
Craving and satisfaction levels in patients and relatives were assessed by using the Visual Analogue Scale (VAS). We used the Clinical Global
Impression Scale (CGI) to assess clinical severity and global improvement, and the GAF scale to assess global functioning. 35 patients
completed the study and underwent a systematic assessment at baseline and after 3 and 6 months.

Results
After 6 months of treatment, mean craving scores decreased in patients treated with PPLAI when compared to baseline scores (4.9 vs 2.3). Mean
satisfaction levels in dual psychotic patients increased (6.0 vs 9.1), and satisfaction levels in their relatives improved after 6 months (5.2 vs 9.5).
Patients receiving PPLAI showed a statistically significant decrease in consumption relapses, had lower scores in CGI for clinical severity (CGI-
SI), higher scores in global improvement (CGI-GI), and higher scores in global functioning.

Conclusions
After 6 months of PPLAI treatment, psychotic patients with substance use had lower craving levels. Satisfaction levels were higher in patients and
their relatives. Consumption relapses decrease and patients had higher scores in global functioning.
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