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Early Well-wishers

Good luck with English Today.

0 William Safire, The New York Times,
Washington D.C., the United States

1 congratulate you warmly.

o Professor Sir Randolph Quirk, Vice-
Chancellor, University of London,
London, England

Welcome to English Today!

o R G Carr, Translators' Guild,
London, England

Good luck with this timely
undertaking.

0 David K Barnhart, Lexik House,
Cold Spring, N.Y., the United States

1 am most impressed.

o Professor A J Aitken, Editor,
Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue,
Edinburgh, Scotland

Naturally, my colleagues and I are most
glad to learn of the appearance of your
review... I thought the selection of
subjects very well done, well-balanced,
and the articles all good.

0 George Hay, The English Language
Society, London, England

1 look forward to reading English Today
- the international flavour could be
particularly appealing.

0 James P Hynes, Mold, Clwyd, Wales

1 think English Today is a splendid
publication! It is very much as I hoped
it would be - well-presented, informa-
tive and with greatly varied contents,
and the articles written in a conversa-
tional manner (a sharing of interests)
rather than academically; a delight for
anyone concerned with, and curious
about, our beloved language.

o W Vernon Noble, Brockholes,
West Yorkshire, England

Singulars and Plurals

I take this opportunity to enclose an
article from yesterday's Observer (David
Owen, 'The Rust on the Iron Lady', 18
Nov 84) illustrating a questionable
habit which I find very prevalent, i.e.
the treatment of collective nouns as
singular and plural in close propinquity:

'The essence of Thatcherism has
been that the Government has no
responsibility for levels of unemploy-
ment. They are determined by inter-
national and domestic forces outside
their control.. The fuse that will
eventually force the Government to
change its policies can be sped on its

way by . . . a persistent refusal to allow
the Government to escape their respon-
sibilities.'

It would be interesting to have
comments from experts on this habit.

o Daisy Loman, Surbiton, Surrey,
England

The Treasure of Our Tongue?

It may be significant that one of the
first statements that combines confi-
dence in the vernacular with a mission-
ary faith in the spread of English to less
fortunate areas overseas shows a re-
markable fusion of the educational and
the mercantile: Samuel Daniel in 1599
talking about taking 'the treasure of our
tongue... t'inrich vnkowing Nations
with our stores'.

Such a mixture of interests does not
appear to be restricted to bygone ages,
however. C Brumfit, with laudable
frankness, calls the English language 'a
rich commercial asset' in English for
International Communication (Pergamon,
1982). And of the questions asked on
the front page of the preview issue the
first is 'English - who owns it?'

This letter is to appeal to speakers of
English not to regard the 'treasure' of
English as a commodity to be dealt in
on the Exchange but as a unique asset
promoting cultural exchange, and to
interpret the possessive 'our' as inclu-
sive - tok bilongyumi ('our language',
including the person spoken to) and not
tok bilong mipela ('our language', ex-
cluding her and him and them). Yours
sincerely, one of 'them'.

o Professor Manfred Gorlach, Editor,
English World-Wide, University of
Koln, West Germany

We've Gotten the Pit Bulls

The preview copy of English Today
looks absolutely fascinating. I was
intrigued by the Kaleidoscope piece
on Dirt-Bikes. I presume you are
aware that 'gotten', as a past parti-
ciple form of 'get' is also very
common in Scotland, so it is not
entirely an Americanism. In fact,
even as a Scot whose English has
been honed by a long stay in the
south, plus an upbringing in the
Celtic part of the country, I find it
very difficult to get away from
'gotten' in my speech.

The entry 'pit bull' was also
interesting. I think you may have it

Readers' letters are welcomed. ET policy is to
publish as representative and informative a selec-
tion as possible in each issue Such correspond-
ence, however, may be subject to editorial
adaptation in order to make the most effective use
of both the letters and the space available.

wrong. I have heard of the 'pit bull'
as a breed of terrier, bred in
America specifically for the purpose
of dog fighting. Chaining two Pit
Bulls to the fence outside is equiva-
lent to placing a couple of Dober-
manns on guard. My very best
wishes for the future of English
Today.

o Iain Bain, Editor, The
Geographical Magazine,
London, England

The Fate of the Future . . .

This gives me the chance to raise the
question of the future of the future,
which seems to have almost dis-
appeared. The use of the present tense
instead of the future is, to me, the most
irritating of all the numerous misuses of
the English language. When I read or
hear that so-and-so 'goes to the U.S.A.
on Wednesday next' I could scream,
and sometimes do so. Is 'will go' so
much more difficult to say? I hope you
will try to save our future.

o R Dallas Brett OBE, Binfield,
Berkshire, England

. . . and the Future of Parsing

The article by David Crystal in the
Preview Issue took me back to when I
taught parts of speech, sentence con-
struction, precis, etc. I believe that the
study of grammar helped my pupils to
have a better critical awareness of the
language used not only in any literature
we studied, but also on the TV to
which they were glued for so many
hours, and the language used around
them. It also helped them to express
with greater accuracy, anything they
wrote or said.

That they fared well in their written
applications for job interviews, and in
the interviews, and then in their jobs, is
a fact. Employers would ring the school
to ask for our leavers (girls), because
they could spell, for one thing.

0 Sybil Sarel, Sandwick, Stromness,
Orkney

1 was surprised to learn from Professor
Crystal that parsing of words and
analysis of sentences are no longer
taught in schools as these are essential
not only for speaking correct English
but for learning a foreign language. As
I am now almost blind, I cannot read
very much but I listen to TV and Radio
and I am appalled. I think English
Today should have a rubric entitled
'English as She Is Broadcast', in which
readers can give examples of wrong
English.

o J W Nixon, Huntingdon,
Cambridgeshire, England
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Rudvard never kippled
in such comfort. . '

Kipling would have waxed lyrical about Air-India.
Especially our First Class. Wide, deeply comfortable seats in which

he could stretch out or curl up. An equally wide choice of the very finest
Eastern and Western cuisine.

Beautiful hostesses at his every beck and call. The very latest 747s,
soaring flights of fancy. Westbound every lunchtime to New York,
eastbound every morning, non-stop to India.

We could even have asked him to write this advertisement.
But chances are he'd have been lost for words. Contact your travel'
agent or call Air-India
on 01-4917979.

Children's Conversation
MICHAEL McTEAR

One of the most rapidly developing areas of child language research has been the study of
children's conversational skills, which is now seen as of equal importance to the acquisition of
phonology, syntax and semantics. This book examines in detail what children have to learn to
become mature conversationalists.
304 pages, hardback £25.00 (0 631 13984 2)
paperback £8.95 <o 631 14249 5)

A Child's Learning of English
PAUL FLETCHER

This book provides an account of how a child learns and uses English between the ages of two and
seven. Its emphasis is not on the competing theories of language acquisition; rather, it describes
and discusses changes in the child's linguistic ability 36 he grows up.
300 pages, hardback £22.50 (0 631 14281 9)
paperback £8.50 <o 63114282 7)

The Language of Advertising
TORBEN VESTERGAARD and KIM SCHRODER

We are confronted with advertisements almost wherever we look, working in subtle ways to
persuade us to accept the way of life as they see it and our needs as they perceive them. This book
is a revealing study of the strategies of persuasion advertising uses and the crucial underlying
assumptions it makes.
208 pages, hardback £19.50 (0 631 19741 x)
paperback £7.50 (0 631 127437)

Language, Society and Identity
JOHN EDWARDS

An important strand in the development of sociolinguistics has been the interest shown in the
relationship between language and social structure. Here John Edwards discusses the inter-
connections between an individual's use of language and his or her membership of cultural or
national groups.
256 pages, hardback £22.50 (0 631 14232 0)
paperback £7.95 (0631 142339)

Basil Blackwell
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If only
I'd known

there was an international
newspaper all about the

English language teaching
world...

EFL GAZETTE.
Write or phone for your

sample copy.
EFL Gazette,

Journal Sales Department,
Pergamon Press,

Headington Hill Hall,
Oxford OX3 OBW

Telephone (0865) 64881
extension 3371

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266078400000043 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266078400000043

