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OBITUARY.

Dr. CLARENCE JOHN BLAKE,
Boston, U.S.A.

W E regret to announce the death, on January 29 last, of Dr. Clarence
John Blake, well known as probably the foremost American otologist of
his time.

Born nearly seventy-six years ago, Dr. Blake received his medical
education at Harvard Medical School, where he graduated M.D. in 1865.
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After studying abroad, and particularly in Vienna, where he received
the O.M. Degree, he returned to Boston, and became lecturer at his old
medical school, where in 1888 he was made Professor of Otology, a Chair
which he occupied with approbation until 1913, when, on resigning the
appointment, he was made Emeritus Professor.

From 1879 until 1882 Dr. Blake edited the American Journal of
Otology, in addition to which he wrote a book on "Operative Otology,"
together with many articles in medical and other journals on his particular
branch of medicine. In the midst of these professional activities he also
found time to take a prominent interest in educational and other public
work.

Dr. Blake was twice married, and it will be an added sorrow to those
who had met Dr. and Mrs. Blake in recent years to learn that she also
has recently died.

Prof. Urban Pritchard writes :
" I was deeply grieved to hear of the death of my old friend,

Dr. Clarence Blake.
"Like all of us in this country, 1 had very great respect for him, both

on account of his valuable work in otology and for his sterling character.
" His writings are too well known to require any mention by me, but

I would like to remind my colleagues of his connection with the invention
of the telephone. Dr. Graham Bell consulted him on the physiological
aspects of the work, and, when the company was formed to carry out the
invention, the directors offered Dr. Blake a valuable post as adviser, but
he was far too keenly interested in medicine to give it up for such a post.

" I was always struck by his keenness for work, his conscientiousness,
and moreover by his extreme accuracy, so that one could absolutely
depend on everything he stated.

" Prof. Clarence Blake was President of the International Otological
Congress in Boston, which he made a great success. He was very anxious
that these Congresses should continue to flourish, and a few weeks ago I
had a letter from him urging the importance of the International Otological
Congress re-assembling soon after the war was over.

"UBBAN PRITCHARD.
" 55, WrMPOLE STREET ;

" March 7, 1919."

JAMES MACKENZIE BOOTH, M.D.,
Aberdeen.

BY the death of Dr. Mackenzie Booth, of Aberdeen, our speciality has
lost a worthy representative of the older school, and the general circle
of medicine in Scotland has lost a striking and charming personality.

Mackenzie Booth was an Aberdoniau, having been born in the granite
city in 1855. Here he received his scholastic and medical education,
graduating M.A. in 1875, M.B., CM. in 1877, and M.D. in 1888.

After spending some time in Vienna, he settled down in 1880 in his
native city, being made Surgeon to the Ear and Throat Department of
the Aberdeen Dispensary. Thereafter he became University Lecturer on
Diseases of the Ear, Nose and Throat, but drifted into general surgery as
years went on, with the appointments as Surgeon and Lecturer on Clinical
Surgery to the Aberdeen Infirmary.

He earned for himself a position in our speciality which secured for
him the secretaryship of the Otological Section of the British Medical
Association Meeting in Newcastle-on-Tvne in 1892, and until his last

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1755146300019776 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1755146300019776



