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to incorporate suggestions from Members, College staff and the 
public. We have had to find a way to harness the enthusiasm of more 
web-literate members while promoting the many unique advantages 
of this new technology to those with little or no experience of the 
intemet. Above all. we have always focussed on providing useful, 
reliable, and up-to-date content, and as the amount of content 
increases the challenge is to provide clear and effective pathways to 
this content. The reward for the College is a way of communicating 
all sorts of information with a speed and ease undreamt of just a 
few years ago. 

regard to the legal and deontological framework of the professional 
formation and practice, as well as to demand and distribution of 
services and the geographical apportionment of resources. At the 
same time, regional culture as much as economy, increasingly feels 
the impact of globalization. This double process puts the response- 
capability of national, regional and world-wide associations to the 
test. 

A particular involving can be underlined for the comparison 
between the new way of operating in Psychiatry and Internet, in a 
background to improve a new quality of life style. 
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The Internet is more than a physical network or set of protocols. 
It is a communications phenomenon by which more and more 
people will have the ability to transmit more and more information 
quickly and easily on a global scale; it is becoming a part of 
everyday life around the glob@ and this presence is extending 
into clinical practice as well. In psychiatry, we are faced with 
calls from researchers who want clinical data; educators who 
want clinical experience; and patients who want documentation 
of clinical expertise. Psychiatrists are expected to be able to use 
the Internet to meet these demands. Nevertheless there are some 
problems that limit the Internet use in clinical psychiatry in Europe. 
First many practitioners sometimes refuse to use the Internet, for 
a sort of cultural prejudice. Moreover the quality of information 
available varies widely and it’s not easy discriminate what is really 
useful without wasting an enormous quantity of time. The Authors 
will show as new technologies, such as real video technologies, 
give us the possibility to spread teaching and conferencing in new 
fashions and present an Italian project of a web site focused on 
the Depression (www.depressione.it) directed to both patients and 
practitioners. 
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Background: Borderline personality disorder (BPD) is charac- 
terized by intense, rapidly changing emotional responses which 
are thought to result from a general emotional hyperresponsivity. 
Our work intends to assess biological correlates of emotional 
responses to standardized experimental stimuli of positive and 
negative valence. 

Nowdays, telecommunications systems and the internet allow doc- 
tors from different parts of the world to exchange ideas, experiences 
and information. 

In this framework it is necessary for many countries to develop 
new dynamic institutions and organizations to keep up with the 
times, update their scientific knowledge and avoid becoming lost 
in their own bureaucracy. As a part of these changes, new and old 
institutions are signing joint programs, strategic alliances or joint 
ventures making their fields of action either international or global. 

Towards twenty-first century, psychiatry and mental Health com- 
pare with the Impact of Globalization. 

Design: Two studies are reported: the first which was performed 
in a forensic setting recording psychophysiological parameters such 
as skin conductance response, mimic activity, and startle response 
in male BPD subjects in comparison to antisocial, psychopathic 
subjects and healthy controls; the second, a fMRI study, assessing 
neurofunctional correlates of abnormal emotional processing in 
female BPD inpatients against controls. 

The differents countries differ in their geographical. demograph- 
ical and socio-economical characteristics consequently they also 
differ in their problems, and the resources that are assigned to 
mental health. 

Results: While male BPD subjects showed an autonomic and 
startle response pattern highly different from psychopaths but rather 
similar to controls, their expressive behavior reflected a tense, 
restrained mimic activity. The IMRl results indicated enhanced 
amygdala activation in BPD during the presentation of aversive 
stimuli which was not accompanied by orbital prefrontal activation, 
which is thought to modulate amygdala-driven emotional process- 
ing. 

The integration process began years ago and it will reach its Conclusions: fMRI findings are suggested to reflect the intense 
maximal expression in the early decades of next century. and extinction-resistant emotions commonly observed in response 

That process will drift on in changes in mental health which to even low-level stressors in BPD. Implications for therapy from 
will differentiate in others in regional psychiatry, with a particular both studies are discussed. 
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