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Introduction. In structures having high strength-to-weight ratios such as those used in
aerospace applications, the presence of mechanical imperfections can reduce the capability of
the structure to perform as intended. Thus, it becomes essential to account for the localized
intensification of the stresses around through or surface cracks, which might trigger fracture
under applied loads. This type of study is currently receiving great research emphasis.

Although a considerable amount of effort has been expended on the stress analysis of
cracks in initially flat plates subjected to either extensional and/or bending loads (a review of
which can be found in [1]), theoretical treatment of cracks in initially curved plates or shells
has not received adequate attention in the past. The presence of curvature in a shell generates
deviation from behaviour of flat plates, in that stretching loads will induce both extensional
and bending stresses, while bending loads will also lead to both types of stresses. One of the
simplest shell geometries is that of a spherical shell, where the curvature radius R is everywhere
constant. The first investigation on the stresses in a spherical shell containing a crack was
made by Ang et al. [2], who associated the problem with that of an initially flat plate resting
upon an elastic foundation. The equivalence of the two problems was made by identifying
the foundation modulus with EhjR2 where E is the Young's modulus and h the shell thickness.
However, the general character of the crack-tip stress field in a shell was not well understood
until Sih and Setzer [3] pointed out that the functional relationships of the local extension-
bending stresses are identical with those obtained by superimposing the individual extensional
and bending stresses of an initially flat plate. The extensional and bending effects are inter-
laced only through the intensity of the local stress field. In another paper, Folias [4] gave a
separate treatment to the spherical shell problem by utilizing singular integral equations with
Cauchy type kernels, as devised by Knowles and Wang [5], for solving crack problems in-
volving flat plates. The formulation in [4]J relies upon certain approximations in the kernels
for small Xa = [12(1 — v2)]*a/(J?A)* and assumptions on the behaviour of the density functions
based on the known flat plate solution. As a result, the obtained solution is valid only for an
extremely narrow range of hi. This will be illustrated in the present work.

In order to extend the results of [4] to cover a significant range of hi, a new method for
handling shell problems with cracks is presented. With the aid of Fourier transforms, an
integral representation for the solution of the governing differential equations of a spherical
shell is obtained. Application of the boundary conditions reduces the problem to two coupled
Fredholm integral equations in two unknown functions, which are solved numerically with a
high degree of accuracy. One of the advantages of the method is that the singular portion of
the stress solution can be readily extracted from the density functions and determined in closed

t This study was supported by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration under Grant NGR-39-
007-025 with Lehigh University.

} It should be noted that the parameter A used in this paper is equal to A/a in [4].
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elementary form. Numerical results for the stresses and displacements in a cracked spherical
shell are also displayed graphically.

Shallow shell equations. The linear, first-order (thin) shallow shell theory will be employed
with the assumptions that the crack is not too long compared with the radius of curvature and
that the shallowness of the shell allows terms of order (HjL)2 to be neglected in comparison
with unity. The parameters / / and L are explained in Fig. I. The points in the shell will be

Through
Crack

FIG. 1. Geometry of Shallow Spherical Shell with a Crack at the Apex.

identified by the coordinates of their projections in the xy-plane so that a crack lying at the
apex of the shell may be taken as the segment y = 0, | x | ^ a.

By the shallow shell theory of Reissner [6], the coupled differential equations are
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where w(x, y) is the normal displacement and <D(x, y) is the stress function, which is identical
in character to the Airy stress function used in generalized plane stress problems. In (1), V2

is the Laplacian operator d2ldx2 + d2/dy2, D is the flexural rigidity of the shell defined as
£V;3/I2(1 —v2), and p(x, y) is the normal loading applied to the concave side of the shell. The
Poisson's ratio is denoted by v. As usual, the membrane stress resultants are derived from
<D(.v, y) as

Nx = ' 3, N= r, Nx =
ay ox

The constitutive relations expressing the moments and transverse shear resultants in terms of
the normal displacement are

/d2w d2w\ /32u> d2w\ d2w

and

Qx = — D—(V2w), Q = —D — (V2w). (4)
8x ' y dy

From the ordinary strain-stress relations, the in-plane displacements u(x, y) and v(x, y) can
be obtained in the usual manner.

Since the first-order shell theory permits only four conditions at an edge, say y = 0, the
quantities Qy and Mxy cannot be specified individually, but they must be combined in the
Kirchhoff sense, i.e.,

(5)

Hence, the admissible boundary conditions at the edge y = 0 consist of selecting one member
from each of the following pairs:

Further, if the problem is symmetric about the *z-plane, then the additional conditions

dw
-— = D=Vy = Nxy = 0 for >• = 0 (7)

can be used to simplify the mathematical analysis.

Preliminary remarks and calculations. In treating this problem, the solution may be
divided into two parts, namely the " undisturbed " solution for the shell without a crack which
can be computed from (1) for a particular function p(x, y) but leaves residual moments and
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membrane stresses along the prospective crack site, and a " perturbation " solution, which
nullifies these residuals and decays rapidly as distance from the crack is increased. The rate
of decay will depend on the magnitude of the parameter la and is taken to be sufficiently rapid
such that the perturbation solution is effectively zero, except in a small region surrounding the
crack within which the shell is shallow. This will be loosely referred to as the regularity
condition, which requires w(x, y) and <J>(x, y) with their first derivatives to be bounded as
(x2+y2)i -> oo. The solution for the uncracked shell can usually be found without difficulty.
Therefore, the major task of the shell problem lies in determining the perturbed stress field
which corresponds to the homogeneous solution of (1), i.e., with p(x,y) — 0.

For the purpose of demonstrating the essential results of a cracked shell, it suffices to
consider the perturbation solution for the case when the crack is opened out symmetrically!
with respect to the xz-plane. Owing to the conditions stated in (7) and assumptions made on
the decay of the perturbed stress solution, an equivalent problem involving a semi-infinite
shell occupying the space y Si 0 may be set up with mixed boundary conditions along the edge
y = 0. More specifically, the conditions on the crack at y = 0 are

y(,) ,\
r (8)

Ny(x, 0) = N(x), Nxy(x,0) = 0.)
For | x | < a and along the rest of the line y = 0, it is necessary to have

Nxy(xy0) = 0 for | x | > a. (9)
y-*o \°y

Note, from the above expressions, that Vy and Nxy vanish for all values of x at y = 0.
The coupled shallow shell equations can be conveniently solved by application of the

Fourier cosine and sine transforms

fXs,y)=\ Ux,y)cos(sx)dx, Jl(s,y)=\ /2(x, y)sin(sx)clx, (10)
Jo Jo

in which s is the real-valued transform parameter. According to the appropriate inversion
theorem [7], (10) implies that

2 f00 2 f°°
fi(x, y) = -\ fi(s, y) cos (sx) ds, /2(x, y) = -\ /2

s(s, y) sin (sx) ds. (11)
njo njo

Assuming that the displacement function w(x, y) and the stress function <J>(x, y) satisfy
the regularity condition as mentioned earlier and applying (10), we find that the solution to
(1) in the transformed domain is given by

wc(s, y) = F,(s) exp ( - say)+F2(s) exp ( - spy)+F3(s) exp ( - sy) (y £ 0), 1

<Dc(s, y) = iA2RD[F1(S)exp(-5a^)-F2(S)exp(-s^) + F4(S)exp(-sy)] 0- ^ 0),J

t The formulation of the anti-symmetric problem follows along the same line of reasoning and will not be
dealt with here.
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in which the parameters a, P and X stand for

2 * , p(s) = [l + i(A/s)2]*, A = [12(l-v2)]±(R/z)-*. (13)

Similarly, appropriate sine and cosine transforms may be applied to the quantities in equations
(2) to (5). In terms of the functions Fj(s) (J = 1, 2 , . . . , 4), the equations (2) for y ^ 0 are

N'x = i(As)2RD[a2F1(s) exp ( - say) - p2F2(s) exp ( - spy)+F4(s) exp ( - sy)],'

(14)Nc
y=-i(X

Ns
xy = - i(xs)2RZ)[aF1(S) exp ( - say) - pF2(s) exp ( - spy) + F^(s) exp ( - sy)],

and the equations (3) become

Ml = s2D[(l-va
2)F1(s)exp(-say)+(l-v^2)F2(s)exp(-s/?y)

+(l-v)F3(s)exp(-sy)],

(15)

-(l-v)F3(s)exp(-sy)],

Ml, = - (1 - v)s2D[aF1(s) exp ( - say)+jSF2(s) exp ( - sPy)+F3(s) exp ( - s.v)],

which are valid only for y ^ 0. The Fourier transforms of the Kirchhoff shear resultants take
the forms

FJ
s = S

3D{[(2-v)a
2-l]F1(s)exp(-say) + [(2-v)jS2-l]F2(S)exp(-siSy)l

+ (l-v)F3(s)exp(-sy)},
(16)

for j ^ 0 and the in-plane displacements u and v are transformed into

Ehvc = i/.2sRD{<x[a2 - (2 - v)]Fx(s) exp ( - say) + [p2 - (2 - v)]F2(s) exp ( -

- ( l + v)F4(s)exp(-sy)} (y ^ 0).

1 (17)

The above expressions N^, JVJ, etc. can be easily inverted back to the physical domain by means
of (11).

At this point, the number of unknown functions Fj(s) (J = 1, 2 , . . . , 4) may be reduced
by appealing to the symmetry conditions on Vy and NXJ/ in (8) and (9). Since

the third equation in (14) and the second equation in (16) may be used to eliminate Fj(s)
E2
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0 = 3,4) as follows:
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I - v)F3(s) = - a(/S2 - v ^ s ) - /J(a2 - v)F2(s),
(18)

Hence, equations (14) to (17) may be expressed in terms of only two unknowns Fj(s) (J = 1, 2).
From the remaining boundary conditions specified in (8), (9) and the first equation (11),
Fj(s) (j = 1, 2) may be shown to be governed by the coupled dual integral equations

r
Jor
Jo

(<xjs)F^s) cos (sx)ds — 0 (x > a),

(PJs)F2(s) cos (sx) ds = 0 (x > a),

(19)

and

f
Jo

Jo

{[«(«- j?2) - v(l - aflF^s) + [/?(j8 - a2) - v(l - jS)]F2(S)}s2 cos (sx) ds

in which

[(1 - a ) F ! ( s ) - ( l -0)F2(s)]s2 cos (sx)ds = Ji

m(x) = :

(x < a),

(x < a),

(20)

U A I\U

It should be noted that the present problem is also symmetric about the jz-plane.
While the analysis leading up to the foregoing integral representations is somewhat

straightforward, it is offered here merely for the sake of completeness. The reduction of
equations (19) and (20) to a system of standard integral equations which are suitable for
numerical evaluation will now be carried out.

Reduction of coupled dual integral equations. One approach to the mixed boundary
problem described herein is to reduce (19) and (20) to two coupled integral equations, which can
be evaluated along the crack —a < x < a. To this end, the functions Uj(x) (j = 1, 2) are
introduced:

2 7
t(s) cos (sx) ds, M2(X) = - (j3/s)F2(s) cos (sx) ds. (21)

As is apparent from (19), Uj(x) (j = 1, 2) vanish for x > a and hence the Fourier inversion
theorem [7] yields

(a/s^s) = I Ul
Jo

(x)cos(sx)dx, =
Jo

«2(x)cos(sx)dx. (22)
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In order to avoid certain difficulties associated with the singularities that arise in the
solution for a line crack, it is essential to restrict the behaviour of the crack opening displace-
ments or the functions Uj(x) at the end-points x= ±a. Guided by the form of Uj(x) being
proportional to (a2-x2)* for the flat plate solution [8] X — 0, we may take the desired repre-
sentations to be

uj(x) = j Jx VV x ) Y (23)

[ 0 (x>a)J
forj =1 ,2 . Now, inserting (23) into (22) and making use of the identity

"' cos (sx)J: dx = $nJ0(st),

where Jo is the zero-order Bessel function of the first kind, we see that the functions Fj(s) in
(20) may thus be replaced by ^ / 0 - The result of integrating (20) once in x gives

(24)

[Pt(s) ^1(t)J0(st)tdt+pl(s)\ il/2(t)J0(st)tdqsin(sx)ds=-\ m(r,)dt
Jo Jo Jo Jo

l>2(s) I *l>i(t)J0(st)tdt-p2(s) il/2(t)J0(st)tdt]sin(sx)ds = i n(t,)dri,
Jo Jo Jo Jo

in which pj(s) (j = 1, 2) are the complex conjugate of Pj(s). In the sequel, the overbar will be
used to denote the complex conjugate of a function.

The next objective is to reduce (24) to a system of coupled Fredholm equations of the
second kind. For this purpose, introduce

with real

«! = - ( 3 + v)l2/2 and <x2 = X2/2,

such that qj(s) is of order s~2 as s -> oo. Now, by virtue of the discontinuous integral [9]

r o (ogx<o,
) o ' ° ! a n S X 5 ~ \ (x 2 - ( 2 ) -* (0<t<x) ,

(24) may be written as

Cx tdt Cx C" f
i « ! [ ^ ( O - M ) ] u 2 ,2,= - m0?)d'?- W O ' *

Jo Vv* ~* J Jo Jo J
sin

- tiitydt] ql(s)J0(st)sin(sx)ds
Jo Jo
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and

fx r -, tdt Cx C" f°°
ia2[i/'i(0 + '/'2(0]~7T~2—2\ = ' I n(tl)dt1~\ ^ i ( 0 ' ^ M q2(s)J0(st) sin (sx)dsJo V'x ~' ) Jo Jo Jo

+ il/2(t)tdt\ q2(s)J0(st)sin(sx)ds. (25)
Jo Jo

These are recognized as Abel integral equations of the special typef:

f*ff(O Jj^^Kx) (0Sx<a), (26)

and the function H(t) can be inverted as

Applying (27) to (25) and introducing the dimensionless quantities

£ = t/a, t] = ija, *¥j(£) = V(O^-(aO 0 = 1> 2),

we immediately obtain

2 C< m(xa)dx f1

7T 1 n -x/(£ — X ) In
(28)

71 JoVvs —x ; Jo

71 JoVv= ~x ) Jo

for 0 g ^ g 1. Here, the symmetric kernels

Ptf, n) = V(^ ) f " sqj(sla)J0^s)J0(r,s) ds (0 ̂  € = 1, 0 g IJ ̂  1), (29)
Jo

for/ = 1, 2, are continuous on the square.domain of definition [0, l]x [0,1] and are positive
definite. By splitting the kernels in (29) as

and defining

(30)

t With the change of variables X = x2 and T=t2, (26) and (27) can be readily converted to the regular pair
of Abel integral equations [10]
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the following system of coupled Fredholm integral equations is found:

,«)+ f [e.i«, i)02O»)+e.2«, Mm** = - ^ f n!^2
a)dx

2V
Jo 7I0ti JoVv= ~ x /

(0 g { < 1)

)[•* n(xa)dx

where <?,»(£, rj) (j, k = 1, 2) is given by

f«
Qji(Z> i) = Re [a,- 7(ff) sqj(sla)J0(^s)J0(rjs)ds],

Jo

f °°

Jo

(31)

(32)

for 0 ^ £ ^ 1,0 ^ »/ ̂  1. Equations (31) and (32) render </>/<!;) 0' = 1, 2) fully determinate once
m(x) and n(x) are specified on the crack surface. The case of constant moment m0 and stress
resultant n0 applied to the crack will be considered for numerical calculation later on.

The improper integral representations for Qjk(£,,t\) (j = 1,2) in (32), however, are in-
convenient for numerical purposes because of the infinite range of integration and the oscilla-
tory character of the integrands concerned. Alternative representations, which improve the
rate of convergence of the numerical solution, are readily deduced by expressing qj(s) in (32)
in terms of gjis), i.e.,

Ci '/s) 0 = 1,2), (33)
s — uij

so that gj(s) = O(s ) as s -* oo. In (33), the constants c,- and nj are

5

and

On putting (33) into (32) and using the identities [9]

(0 < l£ if),P
Jo

j i o«)
o s — ' "

in which /„ and H^1^ can be expressed in terms of the Kelvin functions ber, bei, ker and kei as

J0(\Jix) = ber x — i bei x, — i^nH^\\Jix) — ker x — i kei x,
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the kernels Q]k{^, r\) become, f o r 0 ^ i J g l , O S f / ^ l ,

QjiiZ, i) = «7 i V(^ ) \ «2Cj[ber(afrj) ker(

(34)

Returning to (22) and (23), we deduce that the original system of coupled dual integral
equations (19) and (20) admit the representations

(35)

where 0 < J < oo and *Py are linked to <j>j for7 = 1,2 through (30). The remaining functions
Fy(j) (J = 3, 4) can be found from the algebraic equations (18). The forms of the equations
(35) are particularly suited for treating the singular terms of the moments and stress resultants,
since the integration in a small region surrounding the crack tip can be performed analytically.
The details will be discussed in the following section.

Stress resultants and moments near crack tip. The mathematical theory of crack propa-
gation [1] is mainly concerned with the state of affairs in the crack tip region, where extension
of the crack is imminent. Within the framework of the theory of elasticity for an initially
sharp crack, the stress resultants and moments at the ends of the crack exhibit mathematical
singularities. It is the singular character of these quantities that has been shown to play a
major role in developing the criterion of brittle fracture.

With reference to (35), it is not difficult to verify that only the leading terms identified
with 'Fy(l) 0 = 1,2) contribute to the singular portion of Nx, Ny,..., and Mx, My, — The
desired explicit expressions of Fj(s) (j = 1, 2 , . . . , 4) are

sa) + . . . (36)

and

which are derived from (18). With a view toward exhibiting the unbounded portion of the
solution at the crack tips, (36) and (37) are put into (14) and (15) with 'Py(l) replaced by 0,-(l)
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by means of (30). The results are then expanded asymptotically for large values of s. This
gives

and

(38)

M\; = - -

nX2a

- exp(-sj;)J1(aS) + ... ,

(39)

By recourse to (11) and with the aid of known Bessel integral-identities [9], the membrane
stress resultants and moments may be evaluated in closed form in terms of elementary functions
of the polar coordinates (r, 6), (ru 0t) and (r2, 02), as indicated in Fig. 2. The computations

Crack Tip
Zone

/

m a

0 a \
Q ^ -r

FIG. 2. Polar Coordinates measured from the Crack.
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just described lead to the expressions:

NX = - T 4

+ 0(1),

r, r,

COS

(40)

and

sin

2V0v
" (41)

s i n

-sin [fl-

cos [K0i+02)]Jj+O(l).Jj
Note that all the quantities in (40) and (41) grow beyond bounds as rlr1 -> 0. The order of the
singularities at the crack tips inherent in the stress resultants is the same as that of the moments.
The latter conclusion is consistent with the singular solutions obtained for the stretching and
being of flat plates.

In order to expose the pertinent parameters, which are used in the current theory of
brittle fracture, attention will be restricted to a small region embracing the right hand side
crack vertex (a, 0), as shown in Fig. 2. By taking the limits r -* a, 9 -> 0, r2 -* 2a and 62 -* 0,
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(40) and (41) further reduce to

77

^ = vfe)C0ST[l-s inTsi l4]'

fc, 0, . 0! 30t

cos —sin — c o s — ,

(42)

and

Mx=-
K, .. , 0,r . 0 , . 30,

-(l-v)cos- 1-sin-sin —

- cos-—

M , u = -
Kl

)

(43)

Here, the coefficients kx and K{ may be referred to as the intensity-factors of their respective
stress resultant and moment fields. For the present problem of a spherical shell, kt and Kx

are coupled through the functions </>/l) (j = 1, 2) appearing in (30) as follows:

k, = (44)

In other words, an interaction exists between bending and stretching such that application of
one type of loading induces stresses of the other type.

The foregoing results illustrate the qualitative features of the spherical shell solution.
It is seen from (42) and (43) that the r t- and 6t-dependence coincide with those found for the
stretching and bending of flat plates. Hence, the curvature effect governed by A enters into
the local solution only through the intensity-factors kt and Kt. It is now apparent that as the
curvature of the shell becomes increasingly large, the formal appearance of (42) and (43)
remains unchanged, while kl and Kt are de-coupled to the separate solutions for an initially
flat plate under stretching and bending. Another important point to be noted is that the
bending part of the solution is based upon the satisfaction of the approximate Kirchhoff shear
condition on the crack edge. Thus, the differences between the approximate and exact
boundary conditions on the crack might be anticipated to be very similar to the changes found
between [11] and [5,12] for the bending of an initially flat plate.f In both types of solution,
i.e., [11] and [5,12], the stress singularity remained of the inverse square-root type but in the
case where the physical boundary conditions are actually satisfied on the crack [5,12], the
distribution of bending stress around the crack point became identical with that predicted for
an initially flat plate subjected solely to extension. The similar improved solution for the

t The plate bending theory used in [11] was originated by Poisson-Kirchhoffand in [5,12] by Reissner.
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spherical shell, however, is a considerably more difficult problem. Nevertheless, it is reason-
able to assume that the difference reflected for the flat plate case will also hold if a more refined
theory were developed for the spherical shell.

The numerical results of kt and Kt are obtained by solving the coupled Fredholm integral
equations (31) on a computer. Two examples of basic interest are treated:

Case(l). Stretching load: N(x) = No, M(x) = 0,

where

<D/l) = («2/«oW/l) (7 = 1,2).

Case (2). Bending load: N(x) = 0, M(x) = Mo,

kl = ^ [^+v) ) ] < P 2 ( 1 ) A f o > / f l ' Kl = ^rv^
i[)M^a' (46)

where

0 /1 ) = - ( a > 0 ) t f > / l ) (; = 1,2).

Graphs of the normalized intensity-factors versus the curvature parameter Aa are plotted in
Figs. 3 and 4. The solid curves represent the solutions of the coupled Fredholm integral
equations (31), while the dotted curves correspond to the results given in [4].

In Case (1), the crack is opened out by a uniform stretching load No. Because of the
interaction between extension and bending, both kY and Kv exist as in (45). The solid curves
in Figs. 3a and 3b show that the magnitude of kx and Kx increases monotonically with Xa.
Further, the values of the membrane stress-intensity factor kt are much higher than the
bending moment-intensity factor Kv In Fig. 3a, the dotted curve taken from [4] is accurate
only for 0 ^ Xa ̂  0.46. Beyond this range, it differs significantly from the more refined results
indicated by the solid curve. For the bending moment-intensity factor Kx in Fig. 3b, the dotted
curve is observed to be valid only for values of la up to 0.26. As Xa increases, the solution in
[4] suggests that there is a change in the mode of bending behaviour of the shell since Kx

changes sign.
Similar results for the case when the crack is subjected to a uniform bending moment Mo

are displayed in Figs. 4a and 4b. In this example, the moment-intensity factor K{ dominates
whereas the strength of the membrane stress-intensity factor kt is relatively low. The approxi-
mate solutions of ki and Kt in [4] given by the dotted curves are seen to deviate appreciably
from the present results even for small values of Xa.

In general, for either type of loading, kY and K{ in a spherical shell are increased over
their values in a flat plate, X = 0.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017089500001166 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017089500001166


CRACK-LIKE IMPERFECTIONS IN A SPHERICAL SHELL 79

rr
o>-o<

1.8

1.6

»J
TE

NS
>

S
-l

f

Ml

UJor
CO

UJ

z

E
M

B
R

/

1.4

1.2

1.0
>

N(x) =N0

M(x) = 0

1
0.4 0.8 1.2 1.6

CURVATURE PARAMETER Xa

FIG. 3a. Membrane Stress-Intensity Factor Curves for Stretching Load.

2.0

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017089500001166 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017089500001166


80 G. C. SIH AND P. S. DOBREFF

0.16

0.12

CM

1 0.08
CO

a:
o
h-o<

toz
UJ
I-z
I
H
UJ

o

0.04

-0.04

-0.06 -

N(x) = No

M(x) =0

CURVATURE PARAMETER Xa

2.0

FIG. 3b. Moment-Intensity Factor Curves for Stretching Load.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017089500001166 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017089500001166


CRACK-LIKE IMPERFECTIONS IN A SPHERICAL SHELL 81

o

i

0 .4-

^ 0.3-

to

Q:o
o<

COz
111

CO
CO
U l
tr
I -
co
w
<

CQ

LLJ

0.2 -

0.1 -

-0.1 -

-0 .2 -

N(x)=0

M(x)=M0

0.4 0.8
\

\
CURVATURE

y

i i

1.2 1.6

PARAMETER Xa

1 „
2.0

FIG. 4a. Membrane Stress-Intensity Factor Curves for Bending Load.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017089500001166 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017089500001166


82 G. C. SIH AND P. S. DOBREFF

UJ
I I
0.4 0.8 1.2 1.6

CURVATURE PARAMETER Xa

FIG. 4b. Moment-Intensity Factor Curves for Bending Load.

2.0

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017089500001166 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017089500001166


CRACK-LIKE IMPERFECTIONS IN A SPHERICAL SHELL 83

Displacements and deflection slopes of crack surface. With the aim of gaining a quanti-
tative insight into the deformed shape of the crack, it is essential to compute numerically the
normal displacement v(x, 0) and the deflection slope dw/dy as y -»0 for — a < x < a. More
precisely, for the two examples considered earlier, numerical results have been obtained as
follows:

Case (1). N(x) = No, M(x) = 0,

Jx/

^ (x<a). (48)

Case (2). N(x) = 0, M(x) = Mo,

[A (*<«), (49)
x/a

Consider the case of the crack being stretched open by a uniform load No. Fig. 5 shows a
plot of the dimensionless form of (47) versus the normalized distance xja for various values of
Xa. As la increases, the normal displacement curves may be seen to increase in magnitude and
to display more marked variation along the crack. Since the load is symmetric, the normal
displacement is maximum at the center x = 0 and tapers off to zero at both ends of the crack
x = ±a. On account of the shell curvature, the stretching load also produces rotation of the
crack surface about the jc-axis. The magnitude of this rotation decreases with the curvature
parameter ka as indicated in Fig. 5b and is zero along the entire crack for A = 0, which corre-
sponds to the limiting case of a flat plate.

Now, let the crack be bent open by a uniform moment Mo. In this case, a considerable
amount of rotation of the crack surface can be observed from Fig. 6a. The curvature para-
meter Aa appears to have a little effect on the variation of dwjdy for — a < x < a. The curves
in Fig. 6b represent the normal displacements of the crack caused by the bending moment Mo

and they diminish in magnitude as X -* 0.

Conclusion. On the basis of the first-order shallow shell theory, the problem of a spherical
shell weakened by a through crack subjected to stretching and bending loads is solved. The
method of analysis, in which the mixed boundary value problem is reduced to the solution of
two coupled Fredholm integral equations, has proved successful, by carrying out the numerical
calculations on a computer. It has been found that the stresses in a shell are in general larger
than those obtained in a flat plate.
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It should be remarked that a number of related spherical shell problems of practical
interest can be solved using the same approach. Moreover, the same type of analysis can also
be applied to the case of a pressurized cylindrical shell with a crack.
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